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PREFACE. 



£ HArs not only adopted the machi- 
nery of he Sags, to represent the 
manners of the present times, but 
have also taken the liberty to make 
this work a regular Continnation of 
the Diahle Boiteux of that admirable 
writer. 

It has been my intention to paint, 
as he has done, though with a far 
inferior pencil, after living nature; 
and to give my pictures the advantage 
of a just resemblance, rather than the 
attractive colourings of a warm imagi- 
nation. The manner in which this work 
is executed must be left to the opi- 
nion of those who may read it. I can 
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only observe in its favour^ that every 
character and circumstance^ delineated 
or described in it, is taken from per- 
sons and events of the present period. 
I have, sometimes, indeed, repre- 
sented a complete virtue, vice, orfoi- 
ble, as existing in one mind, which 
has been selected from its operations 
on various congenial characters. — ^The 
history of the Universal Spy, in the 
first volume, is an example : It is not, 
indeed, to be supposed tor a moment, 
that the numerous eccentricities there 
attributed to him, were ever to be 
found in one man ; but I will venture 
to assert, that there is not a single act 
related of his life, which has not been, 
in some way or other, performed by 
persons of his peculiar cast, of cha- 
racter. 

The Author. 



PREFACE ' 

TO THB 

PRESENT EDITION. 



Having been induced to believe, 
that a new edition of this work would 
be acceptable tb the public, I have ^ 
carefully corrected the former one, and 
made such copious additions to it, as, 
with the necessary increase of letter- 
press, will be found to amount to 

near two volumes of the worJc in its 

» 

original form. 
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PREFACE. 



I shall only add^ that^ if the public 

should not appear to be tired of the 

work^ I have three or four additional 

volumes at its service. 

The AvtHOR. 
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CHAP. I. 

yAe Means which Don Cleofas tiEANDRa 
Perez Zambullo e7nployed to release 
the Devil upon Two Sticks from the 
Power of the Magician, and the Cause 

m 

oftfkeir Journey to England. 

When tlie ocremoutes and public fes^ 
fivity attendant upoa .the marriage of 
Don Cleofas with \m . S^r^phina vi^rQ 
C(>ncltKled^ and the enchanted ' Bride-^ 
groojQt ibegin to ' recover a little from 
(he ddirium of : happiness, : the probable 
^ti»atioii of his friend Asmodeus; to whom 
be owed it .all> pressed home upoa;hi& 
thoughts. " If," said hie, " the Devil upon 
3r<wv> Sticks were at liberty, I should most 
ctetainljr haveseen him : I am afraid, there* 
foreV that:he ihuigiiishfes under the cruel 
goweri of Ithe [Magician, who may at thii 

VOL* I. s 



2 DEVIL VPON TWO STICKS. 

moment be loading him with added tor- 
tures^ for that temporary escape to which I 
am so infinitely indebted. It must not be/' 
continued Cleofas ; " I will go myself to 
the enchanter, and if my. intreaties should 
not soften him, my gold, perhaps, may 
bribe him ; but, if both these means should 
fail, the power and influence I now possess, 
may give such force to my menaces as to 
frighten him into compliance. I am now 
become related to more than one of those 
who are in the direction of the Holy Office, 
and their power, if necessary, shall be called 
forth to assist me. It is against the interest 
of the Inquisition that such a devil should 
be in confinement." Indeed, so intent 
was he upon the execution of this business^ 
that the charming and fond Seraphina was; 
for a short time, forgotten, in his anxious 
impatience to complete it. 

With no common solicitude did he wait 
for the approach of night, when he stole 
unobserved from his hotel, and gained 
admittance to the Magician ; who, having 
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hestfd the history of Don Cleofas, and the 
object of his ernind> discovered no small 
degree of alarm and confusion. ^^ I have 
for some time apprehended,*' s£ud he, ** the 
bursting of a storm upon me, but could 
not discover from whom, or from what 
quarter it Was to come: — the moment then 
approaches that I am to encounter the full 
force of it, and to experience the fruits of 
my folly, in trusting to the vain imagina** 
tion, that the devil will not, at last, prove 
too many for the most cunning among us,' 
although -we have him corked up in a bot- 
tle." '* Be not afraid^ Signior Magician,'* 
said Don Cleofas, " of me, or the power 
which I may possess to hurt you.— I only 
ask the deliverance of the Devil upon Two 
Sticks ; and, that request being granted, you 
may proceed in forming your spells, and 
framing your talismans unhurt, and unin- 
terrupted by me." The old man, heaving 
a deep sigh, immediately quitted the cham- 
ber, and returned in a few minutes, accom- 
panied by Asmodeus; who, having em* 

B 2 
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braced his deliverer, they both took teav6 
of the reltictant Astrologer, and found 
themselves, after a few moments flight, in 
the cabinet of Don Cleofas. " Well/* 
cried he, in a tone of no common triumph, 
" Asmodeus will at least acknowledge, 
that I am not uhgrateful." " I will acknow- 
ledge it, my Lord," replied the Demon, 
'*? from my very soul ; nor shall you have 
occasion, throughout your life, to- suppose 
that a devil carinot equal mankind in gra- 
titude. — You have' preserved me from 
what, I believe, would have been a long^, 
as I know it to have been a most cruel, 
imprisonment ; but that history shall be 
reserved for another opportunity. — As I 
shall see occasion to do you service, or 
afford you amusement, you may depend 
upon being visited by me ; but, at present ^ 
I ivill not detain you from, the impatient 
beauty,' who is murmuring forth the t&ti^ 
derest reproaches for your delay. — Thougb 
it is my interest, as it is my duty, to increase 
the dpminitin of Hell, I owe you too muchj 
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to keep you a moinent from Heaven." The 
Devil upon Two Sticks immediately 
vanished^ and Don Cleofas hastened to 
possess that Heaven in the arms of the 
enamoured Seraphina. 

Such a state of happiness as was expe« 
rienced by Don Cleofas Leandro Perez 
ZambuUo, for the course of nine years^ 
has been the lot of very few. The pos- 
session of beauty, wealth, honours, pub- 
lie respect and private esteem — nor shall 
I omit the occasional visits of the Devil 
upon Two Sticks — all combined to render 
liim the happiest of mankind. But hc^ 
inanity bad its claims upon him, and they 
must be satisfied. This brilliant scene, at 
length, drew near its period ; and the sud- 
jden illness of his father-in-law, Don Pedro 
de Escolano, threw the first cloud over it. 

The two principal physicians of Madrid 
^i^S gone ten leagues from thence, to 
attend a rich Abbot, who was seized with a 
violent fit of the cholic, and Don Pedro's 
attack appearing to demand immediate 
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assistance, a young doctor of the neigh- 
bourhood was sent for, and comforted the 
afflicted family with an assurance, that the 
noble patient was in no immediate danger; 
and that he had every reasonable hope of 
restoring him, in the course of a few days, 
to health and to them. 
' Indeed, Don Pedro was so much reco- 
vered the morning after hrs attack, as to 
sit up in his bed and converse with those 
around him. At this period, the two 
physicians, already mentioned, arrived fronFi 
the country, who, on examining the patient, 
treated the favourable prognostications of 
the young doctor with hesitation, and 
prescribed their remedies. — In the evening 
the poor old Lord gre \v worse: the physicians 
at tended, and again prescribed. In thcmorn-^ 
ing the disorder increased, and two other 
learned brethren of the faculty were called 
in, to consult on the dangerous crisis ; they 
unfortunately prescribed also ; and, in three 
days, Don Pedro de Escolano was no more. 
Seraphina mourned the loss of a tender 
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and affectionate parent with an extreme 
affliction, that neither the most solicitous 
representations of her friends, nor the most 

• anxbus attentions of the husband she 
.adored, could diminish. The violence of 
-her grief, .with the fatigue she had under- 
gone in an unremitted attendance upon her 

.father, brought on a most violent fever ; 
,and a very advanced state of pregnancy 

• tended to increase the dangerous symptoms 
of her disorder. The same physicians who 

. had been so unsuccessful with the father, 
-were not more" fortunate in prescribing 

- remedies for the daughter ; and at the end 
of five days, during the three last of which 
she had been delirious, the charming Sera- 

.phina for ever left her much-loved Don 
Cleofas, in a state of distraction little infe- 

- rior to that from which she had been just 
delivered. 

. So deeply was he afflicted for the loss 
he had sustained, that it was some time 
before, he paid any attention whatever to 
the objects around him, or even noticed. 
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-urith any particular regard, the four lcf9tiy 
pledges that Seraphina had left hian. At 
length he began to recover from the vio- 
lence of his grief; and to attend, in some 
degree, to the arrangement of his affairs^ 
the prattle of his children, and the kind- 
ness of his friends. 

Among the number of those ^6 pressed 
their consolations upon him at this period^ 
he received a visit from the Devil upon Two 
Sticks. — '^ Ah, my friend,''/eidaimed Don 
Cleofas on seeing him, ^^ to what distant 
corner of the world have your iniemal er- 
rands carried you, that you have been ab- 
sent from me at a season when I was in 
such extreme want of your assistance.-^ 
When I saw you last, I was the happiest of 
mortals — I am now, alas! the most miser- 
able of human beings : — the adorable Se- 
raphina is taken from me — and I am deso- 
late.*' — Here he burst into a flciod of tears> 
and the compassionate Demon, when th^ 
had, in some degree subsided, addressed 
. him in the &lb\ving manner : 
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" It is necessary for jme, I find/' said the 
Pemon^ ^' to assure you^ once again, that 
my power has its limits. I could neither 
save your father, nor your wife, from their 
fate. I was not, believe me, inattentive to 
their danger or your sorrow. It was your 
faithful friend who sent the young physi- 
i^ian to the assistance of Don Pedro de £s- 
cotano ; and if no other bad visited him^ 
neither he nor Seraphina would have been 
in their graves. He is a young man not 
sufficiently practised in the tricks, nor so 
perverted by the prejudices jof bis trade, a$ 
to be proud of displaying bis ignorance ; 
nor is he become so hard-hearted as to be 
careless of its consequences: — fearing^ 
therefore, to rely on his skill, he left the 
business to nature, which was all that na- 
turfS wanted. The other physicians, trusty 
ing wholly to their sage prescriptions, and 
leaving nothing to silly nature, soon put 
an end to their patient. Seraphina's dis- 
order/' continued he, ^^ was incurable from 
.the beginning. All the skill of medicine, 

B 3 
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though Hippocrates himself had risen^ 
from the dead to exert it, woold have been 
in vain. That Power, my friend, which 
gives life and death, has brought matters 
to their present bearing. You will do 
well, therefore, to submit with patience, 
Jtnd be thankful rather for the good you 
have received, than be angry at the misfor- 
tune that has overtaken you. For who> 
my noble Sir, has known so much happi* 
ness as has been crowded into the last nine 
years of your life ? It is one bright spot^ 
on which I can scarcely see a speck of iib- 
felicity. It is not for me to mention reli- 
gion ; but, surely, you do not consult your 
reason when you deplore, with so much 
violence, that you are Rot destined to bask 
in eternal sunshine. Let me conjure yon 
to receive consolation; cherish the me- 
mory of that excellence you have lost; 
live a widower to it through the rest of 
your days : be yourself a pattern to her 
sons; and live to tell her daughters whiat 
their mother was, and what they ought to 
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Be; The Seraphinas which you possess, 
must console you for the one of which you 
are bereaved. You must be sensible, Don 
Gleofas/* continued the Devil upon Two 
Sticks, " how sincere and ardent my gra- 
titude is for the services you have rendered 
me^ when I counsel you to act in a man^ 
ner so contrary to the tenor of my infernal 
commission. Were I to do my duty, and 
.did I act towards you as I have ever acted 
:to wards the rest of mankind^ I should leave 
you to whine, weep^ and be inconsolable 
during the first months lure you to an ex- 
:travagant and faithless mistress in the se- 
cond ; and^ at the end of twelve months, 
marry you to a coquiette ; who, by her arts 
and her excesses, would, in< a few years^ 
bring you to the conclusion of your foif^ 
tune, your honour^ and, perhaps, your life. 
But I shall now leave you,'* said Asmodeusi, 
*^ to your reflections ; and when I perceive 
that you are recovered from your present 
state of irresolution and despondency, I 
s^aall. have a proposal to make> which^ 
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if it meets with your acceptance^ may helf^ 
to renew, in some degree^ your former ssu- 
tisfaction^ dissipate your present chagrin, 
•and restore you to . yourself/ . At these 
word$ *t\le Demon disappeared;' leaving 
•Don 61e^f^ to tevolve in his mind the 
counsels \^hich had been so kindly admi*- 
nistered to him. 

He did revolve them again and again^ 
and found himself^ every successive day^ 
more and more disposed to adopt them : 
till^ at length, he actually became impatient 
lo give Asmodeus a proof that his admo- 
nitions had been successful, by decUring a 
.readiness to comply with his pi^oposals, 
whatever they might be. , 

In this state of mind, as he was sitting 
beneatli some trees on the Prado, the 
Devi! upon 'Two Sticks appeared before 
him* ** Ah, my dear friend/* said Don 
'Cleofas, embracing iiim with the greatest 
eagerness, " how I rejoice to see you! I 
have, many a weary day, been longing for 
the pleasure I ndw possess. '^ ^^ Nordoeii 
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It give me less satisfaction/' answered Asr 
modeus^ ^^ to see you restored to some 
sense of enjoyment, and to find that a ca^ 
pacity for pleasure is renewed in you. Be 
assured, my noble Lord, that man was not 
•born to die of grief, especially for the loss 
x>f a wife ; though, if such an end could 
be excusable in any one, it would be so in 
'you.'* 

** Ah, spare me, I Beseech you,'^ cried 
Don Cleofas, ^^ and let us retire to my ca- 
binet, where we ,may converse without ap- 
prehension of being overheard, or inter- 
rupted.'^ " Fear not either the one or the 
other,'' answered the Cripple, *^ I will un- 
jdertake to proteet you from both in the 
.place whei^ we are ; and shall proceed to 
disclose tbe^ plan of which I gave some dia- 
ctant hints at our last meeting. You cannot 
but remember,'' continued he, " that tha 
iay after I had been summoned by the Ma* 
igician to return to his barbarous confine*- 
•ment, you came to this place, and, sitting 
doei^fiath these treeS; apostrophised your then 
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imprisoned friend. \ I cannot/ you ex<- 
claimed, ^ too much regret the absence of 
my dear Asmodeus ; he would, in a short 
time, have carried me all over the worlc^ 
and I should have made the tour without 
any of the inconveniences to which travel- 
Kng is liable.' Now, to make that very toui\ 
which you then so much regretted, is the 
proposal that I have to offer you/' ** Then/ 
replied Don Cleofas, *^* I accept it with 
pleasure, and am ready te accompany you 
wherever you shall please to conduct me/' 
^ The journey will not be an unpleasant 
one/' answered the Demon ; " and the mo- 
ment I have dispatched a little business I 
have in hand with a few virgins, who are 
tired of the name — a score or two of wives, 
who are tired of their husbands — and nota 
few widows, who are tired of sleeping alone, 
I shall be ready to attend you. In the mean 
time, you will arrange your affairs, and an- 
nounce to your friends and family, that, to 
ease your desponding mind, you are detes- 
mined to make a voyage to.. England, as* 
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that is the country to which we shall first 
direct our flight, for reasons that I may 
hereafter explain. Farewell, then/* said 
Asmodeus ; " and this day fortnight I de- 
sire you will hold yourself in readiness for 
our departure." 

Don Cleofas did not delay to make the 
necessary arrangements, and, on the day 
appointed, the Devil upon Two Sticks pre- 
sented himself to his friend ; when, wrap- 
ping him in his mantle, he bid him have 
courage, and bore him away with a degree 
of swiftness that no human comparison 
can iHastratc 
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CHAP. II. 

The Arrival of Don Cleopas Leanbro 
Perez Zambullo^ and the Devil upon 
Two Sticks, in England* 

A GENTLE slumber rendered Don Cleofas 
insensible to the nature or rapidity of his 
voyage, till, suddenly awaking, he foiind 
himself at the Demon^s side, on the top of 
a lofty column, from whence he looked 
down on a cjty, wbo^e-^randeur and extent 
filled him with an astonishment that he 
knew not how to express. " At length, 
my friend," said Asmodeus, " you are ar- 
rived, and, as I trust, you will acknowledge, 
without interruption, accident, or inconve- 
nience, at the metropolis of the British 
empire. The city of London now lies be- 
neath your view, — an object which has not 
its parallel in the globe that you inhabit ; 
and whether we consider the number, the 
wealth, the industry, the genius, or the 



integrity of its inhal>itantSy all other cities 
of £arope most yield the palm of superi- 
ority to that which you now behold. The 
English are a brave, active, and generous 
people; their virtue indeed, weakened by 
wealth and luxury, has for some time been 
in the wane, but still the mass of it is great 
and solid/ — *' And to lessen its greatness 
and solidity," interrupted Don Cleofas, 
with a sareastic smile, ^' is, I presume, the 
principal object of your Worship^s present 
•errand/' ^' You are not wholly mistaken 
in your conjecture,'* replied the Demon ; 
^^ to assist in that important business will 
^be my sole concern, when I am not em- 
ployed in your service* To tell you the 
truth, I am a very principal agent in a plot 
which a body of my fraternity have contriv- 
ed for the decline of British Virtue. You 
well know that my particular department 
lies among tbcAveaker sex, and the amo- 
rous fools of the stronger one ; and it is 
there that the utmost efforts of my genius 
will he exerted. By employing partial 
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means we gain but a partial advantage; but 
female influence being, in one wsLy, or at 
one time or other, universal, if that can be 
enlisted on our side, the business is done 
without further trouble: — we have then 
opened the sluices, and may sit at our ease 
on the banks, and behold the ravages of the 
flood. For you may consider it, my friend, 
asamaxim, absolutely incontrovertible, that 
wherever the morals of women are loose 
and unrestrained, the reign of pure virtue 
and real honour is at an end. The females 
of this country have long, and deservedly, 
possessed a reputation for chastity, superior 
to that of any other nation of the world; 
but a spirit of gallantry and intrigue has[, 
for some time, been making nainconsider- 
able inroads on the power of that virtue; 
and, by my assistance, I trust, it will increase 
and multiply: nor shall k be my fault, 
if it does not attain to as great an height 
here, as it has long done in some 
other nations of the Continent.'* " You 
will, I hope," said Don Cleofas,. in a tone: 
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of irony, " except that which gave mebirth." 
•* By no means,'* answered Asmodeus; 
*'for, excepting here and there, aSeraphina, 
the little virtue that is to be found among 
the Spanish women, if a forced unwilling 
chastity deserves that name, is chiefly, 
if not altogether, indebted to the wakeful 
jealousy of their husbands, — to grates of 
Iron, and the vigilant care of a duenna ; 
while the British female, in the full enjoy- 
ment of liberty, preserves her virtue, by 
that sense of duty and love of honour, 
which reason and religion inspire. Instead 
of looking for happiness in excess, and 
satiating, by variety, a vicious passion, she 
rests her hopes on the foundation of do- 
mestic duty : in tlie fond offices of a wife, 
and the tender occupations of a parent, 
»he finds the comforts and the delights 
of life.— This is theportrait of an English- 
woman's virtue, — nor does she ever 
leave it without many a cruel struggle, 
or look back to its happy state, even if 
her own should have become the mo&t 
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duoe of every clime, and carries, on its 
returning tide^ the produce and manufac- 
tures of this country to the ocean, whose 
waves roll, or whose winds ^aft them to 
every corner of the earth. 

" Cast your eyes,*' continued he, " along 
the quays on the side of the river, and con- 
template a scene of commercial industry 
which you have never yet beheld, which, 
your mind can scarce conceive, even while 
you behold it ; and whose busy honours, 
the haughty pride of your nobility must 
condescend to admire. The glory of this 
nation is supported and increased by its com - 
merce ; and, while the sons of Nobles 
engage in its concerns, the descendants of 
the Merchant attain the honours of nobi- 
lity. No lazy Hidalgos rot here in pride, 
idleness, ^nd poverty. Wealth, obtained by 
honourable means, confers honour ; and the 
titles which have been reduced by the mis- 
fortunes or follies of those who have pos- 
sessed them, are glad to secure a restoration 
to their ancient splendour, by forming an 
alliance with the opulent trader^" 
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^^ In 6ur future excursions/* continued 
the Devi], ^^ you shall be made acquainted 
with many of the principal individuals in 
this trading worlds and be initiated int6 
some of the arts and crafts of it. At pre- 
sent, I must think of conducting you to 
the other quarter of the town, where the 
nobility and persons of independent fortune 
take their residence ; — where the Sovereign 
holds his courts and pleasure and fashion 
hold their sway. There it is that I shall 
first indulge your curious impatience." 

" But, before we quit our present situa- 
tion/" said Don Cleofas^ '^ let me ask you 
what enormous column is this whereon we 
are perched ? And what means the massive 
representation of a flame that surrounds 

us r 

" This pillar," answered the Cripple, *' is 
a monument of the great man^ genius 
who designed and executed it^ and of the 
strange bigotry of the times in which it was 
erected. In the last century, a fire broke 
out on the spot where the column stands^ 
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^bose coofhigmtion laeted many: ^yt^ mid 
<;cHi8an)ed a great part of tbfe dty.. Tfcr 
^mftiemorate theev^t, or rather to charge 
it dn.the Papists^ nvho were as innoosnt.of 
the mischief as yourself; ia shwt, . to pec-^ 
petijiate a lie, at the expeiise/of a religion 
which the poUqy or bigotry of the times 
wished to render odious^ this sbperb piece 
of architecture was' erected at the public 
expense. For I mast inform you, that this 
wise people have bad their fits of fanatid 
zeal and mistaken enthusiasm^ wbieh^ 
though they have not proceeded so far as 
4iutGs di Fe^ and- general ma^sajcres, have 
called forth the cen»3ires x>f their env 
lightened :Wstorians, . * ! 

" Btii it is now timfe/Vcdoti^maed he^ " to 
quit our present situation, and conduct' yoo 
to yout" lodgings ; wberel tjav'e taten care 
that every, tailing tree^saalqyjshail be prepared: 
for yijur .reception/'- -" My tpbesent form,'* 
added tl)e Demon, " wfilt be jhnniedia*ei^ 
jjucce^ded by that of a» active^entlem«n» 
of your tdwjlafeet; ftud you: will^ perha|i^ 



Ifetnk Ac tramfermation ((x my advan- 
tage;'' 

In. a moment they descended into Che 
street^and Asmodeus wasas quickly changed 
into the appearance he had promised.'— 
A hackney-coach was immediately called, 
which conveyed them to an hotel at the 
west end of the town ; and Don CleofaSf 
ka^ingirefreshed himself with a good supper, 
was put to bed by his new^lomestic; who, 
promising to call him at a proper hour the 
next morning, took his leave, and left him 
to his repose. ! ' 

CHAP. Ill, 

U^hither tks Devil t^on Two Sticks car- 
ried Don C1.BOFAS, and tohat he shewed 

It was between nine and ten the next 
morning when Asmodeus drew back the 
cartainsvof the bed where Don Cleofas was. 
still eiijoying a sound and pleasing sleep. 
*^ It is not/ ^id he, ^^ the custom of this, 
CQunti;y, my noble Sir, to sleep (ill ttoom*** 
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The town Is aH alive^ the streets are cromfed 
with people, and ycm are embracing your 
pillow. — It is not in England as in Spain — 
the day is here as fertile in scenes for our 
observation as the' night ; and I wish to 
eicnploy it m condncting you through the 
principal parts of this magnificent city««-^ 
Our nights, indeed, may be more stationary; 
— but your chocolate is ready, and while you 
are taking it, I will prepare your toUette. 

'' Thoii best of Devils !*" eiclaiitied Don 
Cleb&s, leaping hastily from his bed, and 
embracing him, ^* how shall i tepaj the 
obligations I owe you ?* " At present," 
replied Asmodeus, ^*I am your debtor, — and 
you may be assured, I will not Anally quit 
you, till the balance iscompletely settled.— 
But we have no time to pass in fraitlesa 
conversation ; I must therefore b^ of you 
to apply to your breakfast, ai^ whe& I ha^i^ 
^corated yoar pretty face with the friz diP 
the day, we wUl sally f^rth. — ^The barter 
bavtng dispatch^ his meal, and the Ydlet, 
with half a dozen strokes of the comb^^ 



Iwfing finished the tQilette,:*-th^ made 
thfar fsrsfc visit to St. James's Park. 

'^Ifereyonbehold,*' said the Democi, ^^he 
prmctpal public walk .of thb city ; — and on 
a. Sunday evening is so crawded with com* 
pany of all sottSy that it becomes an under^* 
taking of no common^ difiiculty to press 
throng the) multttude.~-The Noblemaa 
a|id tb^ Hiebeian, — the Gceaeral Officer and 
the Drummisr, — this Lady of Quality and 
the. £)yater W^Q€fa,r-*-the Frude and the 
Hdvloty all ftnd .them^lves in one promis* < 
cooufr orowdk impelled by the desire to see 
and. be a^|i!.-r^Tba^ old, irreguktr^ brick 
buikli»gji .i& Che: King's Falaoe^-^but by no 
]pjMn9 . ec^Dal to the dignity of a British 
Moimich ; and that handsome edifice, which' 
pf)e$enta itself at the end of the walk, is 
oalied tJaier Queeols . Hoose^ where their 
Mfi^esl^yW theinteivds of public business^ 
and the forms of state^ practise all the vir* 
tnea, and enjoy all the j&omfofts of dcMaestic 
life: butlsbal^ in due ttme^ give you a , 
peef^. into both; dt.them.'^ ^^Whatr e*. 

c 2 
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daitned Don Cleofts, suddenly, '^are* the 
serenades of tliis country given - at noon* 
day ? for, if my eyes and ears do not deceive 
me, a very splendid band of musician^ are . 
coming hastily towards us." ** It is not a 
serenade after your fashion,'" replied the. 
Demon, ^Mbough one or other of these 
bands play for half an' hour: every morn- • 
ing, in the great court of the palac^ 
to awaken the. maids of honour, and amuse 
the servants of his M^etty's housdipld. — 
It proceeds iram the band belonging 4k> -the 
King'sGiiard, which is returning ffoita duty, 
and will immediately pass before us. — ^TDie 
officer^ who marches at the head, of tlie 
company yds a^Qung noblemaik of high ratik, 
who, though scarcely possessing the know* 
ledge necessary to a corporal,- may, from the. 
iuBiienee of his connecticms^ commtand the 
vjery regiment in which he now com^atids 
a company ; and, which is ratber /) pr^pos^ I 
his mmd is, at this moment, beating time 
to such ' an expectation. — But ^ permit 
me," ' continued the Demons ^^ to direct 
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your attention' 4}d ah object more attrao* 
tive. ,'''': 

'^' Do you tiot see a lady sitting upon a 
bench, witlxaheatiiiftxl young girl by her 
'side> dressed irhiwhtte F' " I do, indeed/' 
aniswered DonrClepias, ^^ and have seldom 
seen such a combxnatton of beauty and inno- 
cence." /* She is. the good lady s daughter/' 
interrupted Asmodeusf: " tte mother is 
possessed of. a genteel competence in n, 
distant part of the kingdom, where she has 
hitherto resided. But a young gentleman,,^ 
of great property in her neighbourhood^ 
dhaving been so deeply smitten: with'a lady 
l)e aiacid^talty saw in this park last spring, 
'as to marry her almost inimediately — she 
actually carne up to town oil tbeoDmrneooe- 
meht'of the winter,>\^kh a firm expectation 
that tier daughter wouki be favoured. with 
the same good fortune.-^florthis ptirpoae, 
th^ have never failed to patrole thds^wialkft, 
every day, when the. weather waa not 
abftotately outrageous, during the! bst/ak 
months. One whole week> indeed; ihc^ 
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remained at home, in: bdtrrly expect«tiaa 
of receiving proposals from a young lonl, 
vho had been 'so .polite ^as to recover the 
young lady's .bonniet l&om the 'impetuosity 
of the wind, isntd oh retumit^^it^had mkde 
rsooie polite, ^inirrteoing complim^ to liier 
beauty. — However, after Jdreaming fisr se- 
veral days and nights of titles andcoronelSy 
they were at lerfgthcdnsDied by tf^e infon- 
ifnation^ 'that* the expec^d nobliman was 
^already iTiarri^.-*«^Soine::of the Atolking 
^;wHs of the place havegiv'eb bhem the tit& 
,bf 4£KePas^4 keepers ;:.andth0agh:ftbey are 
*^eqiieht!y takeii fer/iv^afc they ave oot^^tirf^ 
.gocid^ lasi^ is ^evs^r idisconc^rted/foatii a[i- 
tipyes ^heJiiiowing Jook and^imiliargazeto 
-the SBpportdf i»r9|^tein^7-I^houId;^ :ad- 
idbsA the Demon/ Jf'/exert myself a litde 
rtowsn^ds: giving axi unexpected co»dlUsioti 
.t9^i|us]idle iemhd ; -but the lady's brotlmf, 
-iwiring h^rd df Ji^-fally,: mH arrive . in 
^^^nr 4tris evening, and put am endl to it, by 
:4ak)ng bisisister4i!fiid''hii^ t^ieteitntn^odk^efy 
^io thecbsmtry* '/Tibei|>ertd^ of ^ young 



IK XKGUkMU Sit 

Stuart derk^ belonging to the Treasury,, bad 
not b^en unnoticed or.unfelt by the damsel^ 
and, with the least trouble, in, the world, I 
could have formed as pretty a little inao-* 
ci^ot intrigue as has, for some time, adorned 
die annals, of the lesser {;allan try.? /^By 
my faith,'Vcried Don Cleofas, ^* the virtqe 
pf .this country well merits your praise, — 
for I find that its. very intrigues may be 
innocent." •' What your logic was wheo 
ygu were a student of Alcalay\ answered 
Asmodeus, *^ and used to make such fre« 
^pient excursions from the sublime science 
of that umversity, to the more practical 
fbilosophy of Madrid^ I shall not pretend 
to determine I but it is an axiom in the. 
•chool tvheve I was bred, that when cm 
pa|ty. thinks it right, and the other does 
not think it wrong, their proceedings, in 
tbe business, whatever it may be, must be 
pronounced innocent/* ^^ . Yon are a 
charming reasoner," said J)on Cleo&s^ 
^* and I should, really be gkd to hear yqa 
i^nlarge on. the subjeet^r^if I did x:^i 
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wish ta be informed what that bdi 
figure can be which approaches us, clad 
in a long Uack robe, with streaixiers of 
silk fluttering about him ?'* '^ That. is an 
honest, jolly son of the church,'* said 
Asmodeus, '' and the curate of an adjoin* 
ing parish. — He has just received ten 
guineas, for having christened the infant 
of an eminent stcHie-cutter, who, in honour 
of his profession, directed his child to be 
baptized by the name of a celebrated brother 
•tone-cutter, of a former century, called 
Michael Angclo^ The jingle of the got* 
neas in his pocket, with the whimsical 
drcumstance of the name that he has 
just bestowed upon the young Christian; 
have communicated to the priest that airjf 
gaiety and half-created smile which you 
see in his countenance. After having had 
an excellent breakfast, he is hastening homce 
, to funcassock himself, wheii he will, by a 
country walk, quicken his appetite for an 
excellent dinner, to which Michael Angelo^s 
^ther has invited him, — where he wiH 
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faaptiise himself with such copious draughts 
ef wine, that Very* early in the evening, 
be will.be as incapable of going aloiie as 
the infant whom he so devoutly sprinkled 
with watei: iii the morning J' ^' I suppose 
then/' said Don Qeofas, ^' that the honesi 
^tist .firmly believes in the sympathy of 
liames, and that his son will possess the 
genids of the celebrated sculptor whose name 
He bears*" *^ By ho means,*** answered the 
Demons ** foe it is the father s determined 
ihtention to' bring Up Michael Angelo to 
the Bar; and/if possible, .to make>a gentle^ 
man of him/* 

"That poof old; man/ said Don Cfeo- 
fas, >' in the seat opposite to lis, will, I fearj 
expire beneath' the violence of the cough 
that afflicts him.** '* I thank you,** an-i 
fiwered Asinodeus, "for presenting him to 
my attention, as he Is a character well worth 
your notice. He is very rich,* and extremely 
avaricious; yet, on particular occasions^ 
performs the noblest acts of generosity.—* 
I will entertain y6u with jeciting ot^e of 

C 3 
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them :-^Some geiftlemeo ofhis tielglilMmr* 
\HX>df having undertaken toimbke% paro^ 
chiaL collection fnmi hoose-to isouse^ fer 
th^ benefit, of a ptxblic chariftyi came at 
ki^th to the'old ma»*fi 'babitatioii.«^The 
door being 'haVopehy tbey beard him ar4 
'iraignlng his maid diervant with the utmost 
vehemence^ for having thfoWn a maAdi 
xoto the fire^ though she hid used but one 
end of it. >This casual insight 'into such 
fcitreme ctcomokky^ at first ch^kied thcdr 
desigaof p&mabghis thresboldjbut ass their 
diaritaUe applida|:i6n was iritended to tis 
■universal, they ventured to enter the house^ 
and acquaint thi^ old gentleman with the 
. inatuiie of their errand; — when, withput 
m^ing any reply, be uolbckied bis Ibureau^ 
and presented them with a bank note of 
fifty pounds*: — ^Onexpres^ng their astonish** 
Itient at what Jthey received, after what th^ 
had heaid, iie dialinly /answeced, that moo- 
pomy was thelbestsociice of: generosity,and 
that jbe should pursue it in the manner that 
pleaded hxmdf, t^ithouJt c^josuUing them 



trtt^ oM ; and without taking any further 
notice of his visitors, continued to repiioach 
tlie poor girl for the rash act of extravagance 
that she had committed." 

^' Singular as the history is which you 
have just related to me,** said Don Cleofas, 
^< it was' in some degree interrupted bj the 
wild looks and irregular gestures of the 
young man who was passing hastily before 
us.— Now he turns rapidly to the right- 
in an instant he takes the contrary way^-^ 
and seems to be in a situation that betokens 
a very, distressed mind^ or disordered under- 
standing.'* ** He is in a state of perplexity 
and wretchedness,^ replied Asmodeus, 
^ that borders on distraction. He had this 
inorning loaded a pistol^ with a design of 
lodging the contents of it in his brain^ 
hut his servant, alarmed at his apparent 
diewder, observed him so closely, as to pre- 
vent tiie premeditated consequences of it.-^*^ 
If you look down the Mall to the right, you 
will, see the faithful domestic peepitig from 
behind a pee, an4 watching the couiiis^ of 
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lji3' master's fury, of which he knows no^ 
thp cause, though he trembles for the 
cfFects--T-The history of this unl^appy youi^ 
mantis as follows : — 

^' I shall not trouble yoa with an account 
cf his birthj parentage, and fortune — ^bjat 
b^in at ^hat interesting period when love* 
first b^gan to play the tyrant with him. 
He had entertained a passion, the mcmient 
his heart was susceptible of it, for a young 
lady of great merit and beauty, the only 
daughter of a gentleman who i^sided m 
the county where his own property lay^ 
He was no sooner* of age than he made 
proposals of marriage, which were readily 
accepted by her friends and herself and 
Bothing bat the making a final settlemenfc 
with h^ fatherV executors, delayed the 
consummation of his nuptials. Eor thift 
purpose a journey to London was abso^^ 
lutely necessary*; and meeting with a coU 
]fige acquaintance upon the road; wha was 
9ome ticoe before become an arrant sharpen 
9ur youpg iinisv9p96t.ing country gentle- 



man, ignorant of those arts by which un« 
wary virtue is undone, and rendered nK>re 
incautious by the near approach of eon-^ 
sum mate happiness^ became an easy prey 
to the plundering spirit of his treacherous 
companion. This obliging friend and his 
associates contrived, soon after his arrival 
in town, not only to ^ase hkn of ^1 his 
ready cash, but to get engagements and 
securities from him ta the amount of half 
his fortune. In this terrible situation^ 
when he dared oot adventure te consult hi? 
friends, who. would soon have settled the 
business ; and was almost certaia that his 
marriage with the charming Leonora was 
for ever sacrificed, by his irrecovjerable 
imprudence ^-^a& if it were ta render his 
misery wholly insupportable — the follow^ 
ing letter was delivered to him C 

* Ever since my- dearest Henry'ii 
departure^ J^ have experienced nothing 
but anxiety and apprehension. Thehap^ 
piness which approaches me seems to* bq^ 
too pecfect.for duratioa, and this idea tor-; 
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ments me with tlie most painful fems 
(bat some fatal event will be conjured up« 
to cross, if not to Uast it Bot think notj, 
Henrj, in thus making you the confid^it 
<>f my alarms^ that I suspect your virtue^ of 
doubt your ^fi^ction. If I were certain 
<hat I should never receive the stroke of 
iitiictbn but from your hand^ the cheer* 
tvl look would dwell ou my countenance^ 
and jocund .gaiety would enltveii my hearts 
The fields Where we have walked together, 
fcave lost their charms; and the shades 
beneath which we have sheltered ourselves 
from the noon -tide heat, are no longer 
plefasant. The sun cannot make these 
teenes gay, when you are absent,' nor 
eoald the wintry clouds make them dreary, 
if you were with me. Here, indeed, is 
peace and security, and where you are, ia 
dismay and danger. Here, the shepherd 
liAving penned his fold, leaves it without 
a guard, noi^-does the robber approach it ; 
imd where you are, the midnight plundered 
tmtchea iof bis prey^ and the lurking 
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assassin grasps ' t^be dagger. But where- 
fore do I thus torment myself with gloomy 
smaginations ? Oh ! ask me, Henry, why 
I^love you ; why my sum of good is cen- 
tered in you; and, when Iliave told yoa 
all, blame not a young, inexperienced 
mitid, a mind that has but one view of 
liappiness, because it trembles at the bare 
possibility of being deprived of it, Yoii 
will think, perhaps, that I should send 
eoitifort to you;-«^alas! were I myself as 
fich ' as Heaven could ; make me in oom-* 
fert, I should become a . very spendthrift^ 
and exhaust all my store t^pon you. But 
my H^ry must remember, when he first 
isked me for itoy heart, how be told me,^ 
Ivith a sigb,.that he wished to share the joysi 
and sorrow^ of i U I did not refuse thie boon ; 
i^nid'in now offering you its sorrows, I prove 
the sincerity of the gift I made you. If it 
vrerjs ^osiible for my isolicituides to be 
greater!) than they ate, I wodfid .tell you 
of thertii for Iiam resolved never to deceive 
you*; jjidi itl would be a deceit whioh I 
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could not justify ; it would make me even- 
doubt the force and rnnooence^of my 
afl^tion for you, were I not to teH yo^ 
that my heart will be deprived of comfort, 
till you are returned in safety to your 
iffiicted 

•* Gracious Heaven !* exclaimed Doa 
CleofaSy ^' such a letter as this, at such ar 
moment, was more than sufficient to plunge 
him into instant distraction."' '^ It was^ 
on the point of. producing that effect/ 
answered the Demon, " and his mind now 
lages in a feverish deliberation, whether he 
shall quit the kingdom or the world. But 
as I perdeive that you are deeply interested 
in his fate, I can assure you that he will 
do neither. The villains who have plun« 
dered him are at this moment pursued by> 
the officers of justice, on suspicion of va^ 
ndu6 iniquitoiis. proceedings, ^hki^ will/ 
aooner or later, conduct some of ^ them 't<i( 
the gallows. Being informed of theip 
danger, they, have all escaped {ck the pre^, 
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«etit, except the agent of the GDnfraternity, 
.tvho is now enjoying his solitary reflections^ 
ivhateiver they may be, in the principal gaol 
of this city. He had the different papers 
which this poor •young man had been per- 
suaded to sign, in his possession^ at the 
iime he was taken; so that they were 
immediately transferred to the care of 
the niagistrate^ and will soon be effect 
tually cancelled. Of this change in his 
^situation, the youilg gentleman wilt very 
soon be informed ; the busitiess, as it relates 
to him, will be hushed up ; and though he 
as now one of the -most wretched being$ 
pn the globe, he will be, it\ a v^ry ^hort 
time, the happiest of men, possessing, and 
possessed by, the beautiful Leonora/' 

" I rejoice, most sincerely," said Don 
Cleofas, ^* at the winding up of the pieces 
.but surely," added he, ** this self-same 
gaming is the most horrid vice that hell has 
engendered.*' — ^* Softly, my good Signior,*' 
«aid the spirit, smiling, ^'I must intreatyba 
not to mention the place of my nativit}^. 
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if you matt mention it, m a^time of w 
much disrei^pect'' '^^ I beg yoiir wonbiplB 
|)ardcM[i ten thousand tiroeiy*' rq>lied IUm 

Cleofas,— -^aut/ ^^^Nay,** interrupted 

AsmodeuSy *' I will candidly acknowlec%e^ 
that the place vAndti you have just «Mied 
with 80 much impetuonty, is more inddited 
to the passion for play, thw to-lte 
whole consolidated calendar of bumaii 
vices. 

' ** But now let me beg your attenticm,^ 
ccrntinued the Demon, ** to the lady who 
imoves graeef^illy. towards u, and. ia foI« 
lowed by « footman so plentifuHy b^ 
tprinkled with silver-lace» • Her history^ 
4ha early part of which is , a real seei^ 
will^ I believe, repay ycmr attention* 
' *^ In her virgin days, she was, by profes* 
aion, a milk*maid, and had given her iirsi 
affections to the footman of^a young 
4)achelor of fashion and fortune* . So per^ 
suasive was the eloquence of the domestic^ 
that, one fine evening in June, she con* 
rented, when the ^'estof the family werf 



in^ tiieir beds, to be admitted to take a 

sbare of 'bis. It was ill-imaginiedy you 

«wUl 8ay,-^ahd so dt Svas ; but Love, like 

leverjr other passion, contrives very often 

toout-^irit Itself: for,' as the loVo* was con^ 

ducting the fair one to his-gartet, his mas* 

•ter, Whose chamber was adjoining to the 

^fair^case which they were ascending, faoi* 

icied that he heard something stirring ; and 

tudciiifg the lamp which was * baming m 

th«' room, be opened the door very gently^ 

iand presented 'himself, like a ghost, to the 

iistbnished pain The gallant, in dafianee 

ns/t all gaUantry, made th^ best of tna wajr 

tup^stdirs, inattentive xo tfae'sitoationof the 

affinghted damsel; The gentleman, howt- 

ever, recovering a Utile from his first snru 

^fise, and seeing sonKthing that looked 

;1ike a fema^le^ and, on examinatbn, discos 

'Wring that - she was youiig, and erf good 

liking, dreW' her gently by the hand into 

his <:iiamber ; when, locking the door, he 

-seated her upon the bed, and havmg got 

^into it hiinself/ he questioned her 
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ever, pre$enred'a emadc for the Kveiy^ iokir 
4pe8;n;9t<fi8dain, whea indiaattoaproiDplas^ 
to solace herself with, the footaiasi who; 
f(^Qws her^'' 

** Pray observe/* said Don Cleofiw^ *' tiie> 
old gentlemaii who tarns round to gaze at. 
her. She makes hin}» I fear, look back, 
to the days of hta youth, and: isgret that- 
strengiji which must be almost exhausted).'" 
f^ ThaA is not the onJly, or indeed the prib- 
opfd.xau^e of his regeet/^afli\l^ered . Aa^ 
Qiodeua^; >* be is.a brave veteran offider .o£ 
cavaliyi the scar which ypu, may percdve^ 
on his, right che^^ is. the counterpart ofi 
many others^ whic^ he wears in dii&tientu 
parts ^f his: body ; and were' obtatned. inr a/ 
l0og CQUjse of jdangeroiia servtoe. He was a/ 
Captw) i before tbe .Goloml of hii ne^meaik 
was bom^ (md he i$; a Capiaun rttiL" — \ 
'^ Slut, is it possible*'' S9ad:.Dafn. Cleofas, 
*^%\^X ihe KiQgy , bi^foare whose palace thisi 
^dknfe <)[Smr ia. now widiting, fifaould be^ 
ignpraqt ^ his> s«:vioea?'' << You musto 
1m JofnqvM^!* itttem^lMi: the I^on> 



^^(iiat it is almost impossible^ ia the ooiii» 
pKcated affiurs of this govermnetrt, fer Hm 
King, who is all goodness, to. be acquainted 
with^ or even to give^ attention: ta, every 
inferior and subordinate eircumstance of 
ks various departments. BesideS|.' in thisi 
country, • the army is not a popular esta^ 
blishment; indeed, according to the [H:ijfi*i 
ciples of the constitution, it ought not to 
be so. Its inferior com^misslons are chiefly 
Stained by purchase, and the higher ranks* 
by interest ; so that where a man is so un- 
fortunaieas to have neither money nor am^ 
nectiotis^ his merit nvust be very uneom^ 
mon indeed, and attended with very peoa«i 
liar circmnstanoes, to* command any asm^^ 
siderable degree of advancement : a pairoC 
colours, for his grandson^ is all this brsve 
man ever received 6^om his country. 

^ But we will have hin>, if you pleas^^ 
said Asmodeus,. *^ to favour with you^BOn 
tioe a young lady, a veiy interesting eh^-^ 
rUcter, who will in a few moments pass 
before' us. You eannet butperce^ve^tbci 
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evittent impnsssioa of grief upon her 
countenatice, which will continue^ f(}rsO{i^ 
tim^/ to lessen its charms; — indeed, she 
tvas well-nigh falling a prey to it. The 
beaatiful little girl who is skipping along: 
before herj is her daughter, and was. the. 
innocent cause of that afBiction .which al-\ 
most brought her af^tionate parent to the 
gnive. The nursery-maid, ta^ipg het^ 
usual jnorniog walk with the child, be^ 
came so attentive to the fine speeches of a, 
nobleman's vakt de ckambre, that $he 
entirely forgot her charge, and gave a; 
watchful beggar an opportunity . of pijr- 
Idnii^ it away. Tlie afBiction of thi^ un-^ 
happy lady, when she was informed of the. 
accident, I shall not attempt to describe;' 
it was at first, as you may suppose^ vident> 
and outrageous; but, after every ende<a*, 
voor tp recover the ppor little; giri^ bad 
proi'ed. fraitless^ the despairing mother, 
sunk into a:State of melfincboly and dejec- 
tion, .which threatened to put an early. 
period to her life and afilict^ns tc^ethen. 
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Her friends took every method their com- 
|)assionate regard could suggest^ to sooth 
her sorrow and divert her melancholy^ 
dnd^ for this purpose, had persuaded her 
to accompany them to a musical solemnity 
at the great church whose towers present 
themselves to the right of you 4 aodasshe 
was desceading from hqr carriage, ait some 
Jittle distance from the place of entrance, 
-a feeble, but well-known voice, said to 
lier, " Where have you been, my deir 
mamma, that I have not seen you ao 
long?" The astonished lady turned instantly 
Jtowards the voice, and, amid the rags and 
filth of a beggar, beheld her child. She 
caught her eagerly in Ivet arms, >and suivk 
down on the pavement. This unexpected, 
. but happy meeting, occasioned^ as you 
may well imagine, a scene of confusion 
that affected every beholder ; and, id the 
hurry of it, the wretch \vbo conducted 
the little creature thither to assist her daily 
trade of 'begging alm«, was suffered to 
escape. Since that period, the ha^py, biit 

VOL. X. D 
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anxious molher, no longer trusts a servant 
to perform, for her daughter, any offioe 
that can be done by herself; and she is now 
come on her daily visit to the Park, to 
give her little fairy the benefit of air and 
•exercise.'* 

*• But you must explain to me, my friend,* 
said Don Cleofas, " why a beggar, who 
may be supposed to be scarce able to main- 
tain herself, should increase her difficulties 
by stealing a child to maintain.** *' I can 
easily satisfy you,'' answered the Demon.— 
'^ The clothes of such a child, when sold, 
' would procure no small degree of temporary 
' luxury to a beggar : but this is not all — 
instead of the woman finding it a difficulty 
, to maintain the child, the child has actually 
maintained her. The ancients considered 
the company of an infant as a security 
' against accidents and disasters; and the 
' modern beggar finds a child by her side, or 
a baby in her arms, a certain attraction to 
' the charity of the compassionate. Indeed, 
* it is a cprnmon practice among the beggars 
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of this metropolis, who have not any chiU 
dren of their own, and have not stolen one^ 
to hire a child, in order to assist them in 
their miserable mode of gaining their daily 
bread. But when we visit that quarter of 
the town where the fraternity of mendicants 
ehiefly reside, you shall be initiated into 
the mysteries of their republic. At pre- 
sent, an object of higher rank presents 
itself to our observation. 

** The person who is coming slowly to- 
wards us, with the decorations of a star and 
a ribband, is a Lord who has made your 
country look pale, and has performed the 
most important services for his own. — In 
the early part of his life, when a want of 
education and a rough demeanour were 
thought essential to naval merit, he united 
all the bravery and knowledge of his pro- 
fession with the most amiable and elegant 
manners. His private fortune was con- 
siderable, and in the course of the war be- 
fore last, he acquired a very large addition 

to it.^ — But a love of play reduced him in 

D 2 
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a few years to such a situation^ as to make 
a visit to a neighbouring kingdom essential 
to his personal liberty. Distress, however, 
still followed him, — friendship seemed to 
have forgotten him ; and being involved 
abroad as well as at home, he knew not 
where to go, nor how to stay. At this 
period, the troubles of America began to 
wear an nn pleasing aspect, and a war be- 
tween England and France appeared to be 
the inevitable consequence of them. He 
had, therefore, every reason to hope that, 
if he could return to England, his services 
would :^be demanded, and that the fruits of 
them might be the restoration of his for- 
tune. — ^^But how to get rid of his foreign 
incumbrances he knew not, and without 
accomplishing such a desirable object, it 
was almost impossible to quit the place 
where he had contracted them. In this 
perplexing dilemma,'* continued Asmo* 
deus, ** a French nobleman, with a gene- 
rosity that a devil ought to mention with 
horror, put an end to liis embarrassments'; 
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and, dlsdammg tlie narrow system of na- 
tional antipathy, restored this brave and 
excellent officer to his country^ by taking 
all his foreign debts upon himself. — On 
his return, however, fortune did not at 
once snjile upon his hopes ; and he wae 
daily seen perambulating this Park; not 
an object of grateful admiration, but of 
disregardTrom some, and pity from others. 
:He came. not then, as he does qow, to catch 
the refreshing gale, or feel the enlivening 
,8tfn/ but to eitercise himself in a place 
•privileged from the intrusions of the exas- 
operated creditor.— At length, however, the 
•necessities of the state, and the general 
.wish of the peop!e, co-operated to call 
him into action j'^alid he did his duty : for 
^the most effectual services of the war were 
performed by him. Though opposed, 
threatened, and, in some measure, arraign- 
ed, by a powerful and able faction, he 
made the despondent people feel, that they 
.still were what they once had been. His 
. trophies are known to the world, and th« 
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latest posterity will admire them. The in* 
signia which adorn his person, the title that 
ennobles «his name, and the fortune 
which supports his dignity, as well as the 
laurels that thicken over him, were the 
gift of victory : — But more of hhn here- 
after/' ' 

" This is an animating picture/' said 
Don Cleofas, " for a patriot of any coun*- 
try, — and I offer the British original a 
most sincere, though silent reverence, as he 
passes by us. — The lady," continued he, 
*^ who curtsies to him, is, I presume, some 
person of quality of his acquaintance.** 
" By no means,'* answered Asmodeus; 
** she acts in sympathy with yourself: her*s 
is a pure patriotic obeisance, and no more. 
The good lady was but lately a midwife, 
though of some reputation in her profes- 
sion ; but having been employed to ease a 
virgin of fashion of a little baby, without 
any injury to her virginity, she was rewarded 
for her skill, as well as prudence on the 
occasion, with a comfortable independence. 
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v^hich she now enjoys^ and makes her 
offerings to Lncina no more, 

*' But let us quit our position/ said the 
Demon ; " here is one approaching to take 
his seat beside us, whose presence would 
trouble me." " What/' said Don Cleofas, 
^^ is he a Magician who keeps bottles in 
his garre't, and are you afraid, my friend, 
of being corked up once again ? For my 
part^ I never saw a person of a more amia- 
ble appearance,'* " Let us, however, re- 
move from hence," replied Asmodeus, 
** and I will communicate to you the cause 
of my uneasiness." — Having crossed the 
Mall, and pdssed into the Green Park, — 
<^ Devil as I aw," continued he, " I can 
really bring myself to look on common 
good qualities without disgust ; but, to tell 
you the truth, that man's virtue is not to 
be borne with patience. — In the early part 
of his life, the violence of his passions plung- 
ed him into various excesses, which would 
have ended in his destruction, had he not, 
as he approached the very brink of the pre- 
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cipice, fortunately perceived his danger, and 
shrunk in alarm from it. This circumstance 
had such an effect upon him, that he turn- 
ed, at once, into that path of undeviating 
rectitude which he has never forsaken. His 
fortune is considerable, and he employs the 
whole of it in doing good". His life is v^ry 
fetired, his manner of living frugal, and 
his appearance simple and without attrac- 
lion ; so that, not being an object either 
for envy or curiosity, he has all the oppor- 
tunities he can desire of dispensing his 
bene^^olence in secret, and without any wit- 
nesses but those who feel" the comforts of 
it/' " But how is it possible,** exclaimed 
Don Cleofas, " that such a man can be un- 
known ? For supposing even that he could 
escape from . the observation of his 
neighbourhood, which is not very pro- 
bable, — the very gratitude of those 
whom he relieves would publish his vir- 
tues, and hold him forth as an object for 
universal admiration/' 

** You must observe," inlerrupted the 
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X>emon, " that the crowd in this city is 
Sufficiently great, to admit of an individuaVs 
living, if it should so please him, a long life 
in it, without attracting any particular 
notice. With respect to those whom he 
favours with his bounty, he not only en- 
gages them to observe a profound secrecy, 
which the. greater part of them find it 
their interest to observe, but he presents 
himself to thtm as the agent of certain 
wealthy and well disposed persons, the 
purity of whose benevolence will not per- 
mit their names to be revealed. By this 
mode of proceeding, he saves himself from 
being harassed with acknowledgements 
which he does not wish to receive, and is 
also enabled to enter into details and pro- 
secute enquiries as to the reality and nature 
of the distress he wishes to relieve, which 
he could not so well do if he appeared 
as a principal. There are several of 
my fraternity," continued tbe Demon, 
" that owe this good man a grudge for ii^- 

t^rpasing between them and their prey.~ 

D 3 
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Within these three months, he settled the 
afHiirs of a young man who was on the eve 
of bankruptcy, and had determined to 
conceal a part of his effects from his credi- 
tors, for which offence, a capital one in this 
country, he would have been tried, con- 
demned, and executed: and this very morn- 
ing, he has completely restored a numerous 
and distressed fannly to ease and comfort, 
the father of which had determined^ to go 
upon the highway to relieve their wants. 
The peculiar satisfaction you saw in his 
countenance, arose from the delight he felt 
in his mind, at the good he had just done, 
and the pleasing consciousness that the real 
author of it is only known to himself and 
to Heaven. But something more congenial 
to my nature solicits our attention. 

", You see," continued Asmodeus, " the 
Jady and gentleman who converse with so 
much apparent earnestness^ as they saunter 
refund the piece of water before us." "They 
ifre a pair of lovers, I suppose/' said Don 
Cfeofas, ^* who are taking the advantage 
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of this fine morning to make an exchange 
of certain interesting communications/' 
" Your conjecture/' answered the Denion, 
*' is not very wide of the mark. The lady 
IS of the first rank of nobility, and having 
attached herself to a certain society, which 
her best friends most seriously disapprove, 
they have persuaded her lord to take her 
abroad for a year or two, in order to put 
an end to her present connections. She 
leaves the kingdom to-morrow, and has 
appointed the nobleman who is now with 
her, and is her most favoured admirer, 
to meet her here this morning to say adieu, 
and arrange the plan of their future cor- 
respondence. But the folly of lovers is 
extreme: — for though they are at this 
moment interchanging expressions of 
mutual misery at their approaching separa* 
tion, and hazard very unpleasant conse- 
quences by this interview, — in Jess than 
a month they will think no more of each 
other." ** I am disposed, my good friend," 
said Don Cleofas, •* to risque another con- 
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jecture, that this little innocent intrigue, 
as you may call it, has been the work of 
some or other of your satellites.* ** By no 
means," replied Asmodeus ; " nature did 
the business to admiration, without any 
assistance' from me, and will continue to 
maintain her unaided influence with them, 
in one way or other, to the end of the 
chapter. Nature may sometimes want a little 
guidance, and sometimes require a littfe 
'acceleration, but in this particular branch 
of human desires, her operations and mine 
tend to the same point. It is where other 
interests than mere passion are concerned, 
that I find it necessary to employ my super- 
natural agency. But we will: now, if you 
please, enter upon a more bastting scene'; 
and by passing through the door before us, 
\vc shall be in one of the most public streets 
of the whole city." '' Mercy on me,^ ex- 
claimed the astonished Spaniard, " what a 
clatter of carriages, and what crowds of peo- 
ple I My head is giddy from the passage df 
such a variety of objects.'* *^ Be not 
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afraid,'* answered the spirit ; " I will con- 
duct you safe through it all, and amuse 
you, in your way, into the bargain. 

" That grave-looking man in black,** 
continued he, *' now passing us in a car^ 
riage drawn by white horses, is a Bishop, 
He set out on his spiritual career with a 
most violent antipathy to you Papists ; but 
his wife has since contrived to make him 
think with indulgence on that canon of 
•your church which forbids the clergy to 
marry.** 

" But, pray inform me,'* said Don Cleo- 
fas, " who is the possessor of that stately 
hotel before us." " It belongs,'' answered 
Asmodeus, " to a noble Duke, of whom 
'nothing can be said, either one way or 
other, that is worth remembering. His 
genius lies concealed under a very singula): 
taciturtiityj and he certainly possesses no 
.small share of that wisdom, which an 
ancient philosopher has made to consist in 
^knowing how to hold one's tongue. While 
he was a bachelor, he is said to have 



62 DEVIL UPOK TWO STICKS 

Uttered a ton mot of no common meriL*' 
** And, since his marriage/' said Don Cleo- 
fas, " has be never ventured to give ano- 
ther example of colloquial vivacity; has 
he not an occasional ban mot for the Da- 
chess ?"' " Not one," replied the Demon ; 
'^ but she has bom-bons in plenty, and 
ought to be satisfied/' 

** I presume,*' said Don Cleofas, ^^ that 
the little man in a blue coat, who 
knocks so loudly at the gate of the hotel, 
is some person of high distinction/' *^ Do 
not imagine it," replied the Demon ; ^' he 
is nothing more than a patriotic trades- 
man, who answers some low purpose of po- 
litical party, in which the Duke, or rather 
the Duchess, is very anxiously engaged ; and 
it is on that business, in some shape or 
other, that he demands admittance to her 
Grace. Thus it is that the great sacrifice ^ 
their dignity at the altar of some unworthy 
passion, and bring themselves to the dis« 
graceful necessity of practising submissions 
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to the meanest and most insignificant of 
mankind. 

** But here is a spectacle,** continued 
he, ^* of a very different complexion ; and I 
beg my friend will pay all due attention to 
the memento mori which is passing before 
us." " It has, indeed," said Don Cleofas, 
*^ an appearance of no little solemnity : 
the slow procession, the sable attendants, 
the escutcheons, and the plumes, dispose 
my mind, some how or other, to be sad 
and serious. What deep affliction I per- 
ceive in the countenances of those who 
are following some dear and honoured rela- 
tion or friend to the gloomy grave. Thus 
it is with the affairs of our miserable world : 
while some are running at the ring of plea- 
sure, and others are pursuing their differ- 
ent avocations, or fulfilling their various 
engagements, many a poor mortal, re- 
leased for ever from the business of life, 
is going to an eternal home." '^ It is 
really to be lamented," said Asmodeus, 
smiling, *^ that such a fine and affecting 
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piece of morality should be so ill applied ; 
but I cannot resist the wicked pleasure of 
informing you, that this sable procession, 
which has filled your mind with such so- 
lemn ideas, is nothing more than a band 
of smugglers; who, under the appearance 
of a splendid funeral, are conveying a 
large quantity of rich prohibited goods 
to a place of security." ** You must ac- 
knowledge, however," said the astonished 
Spaniard, ** that no one but a devil could 
have made the discovery." " Except a 

* Custom-house officer," answered the De- 
mon ; '* and a party of that fraternity are 
conveniently posted to make a seizure of 
your melancholy hearse and its sad con- 
tents; but, instead of consigning them to a 
gloomy grave, they will honour the whole 
with a Roman funeral, by consigning them 
to the flames with great solemnity, before 

'the gates of the Custom-house. * 

** There, indeed,*' continued he, ** in the 

*vis (i vis that passes before us, there is a 
poor mortal hastening to her eternal home, 
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faster than her nimble-footed bays, and aa 
fast as time can carry her/ " Gracious 
Heavens/ exclaimed Don Perez, ** whatcan 
you mean? — The flush of health is on her 
cheek, and she seems formed but to com- 
mand love and create desire/'—" Alas ! my 
dear friend,'' said Asmodeus^ " how ap- 
pearances deceive you mortals ! She is an 
exact counterpart of the sepulchre where 
«he will shortly repose. Fair without^ and 
charming to the eye, but witfiin, nothing 
but filth and rottenness." " The gentlemen 
of the Custom^ houne/* replied Don Cleo- 
fas, " will not, I trust, seize her cargo as 
contraband." " By no means," answered 
the Demon ; ** but they ought not to admit 
it into port till she has produced a bill of 
health. 

' ** These superb houses which you see 
to the right and left,'' said the Devil upon 
Two Sticks, as they passed down St. James's- 
street, ** have been erected by different so- 
cieties of i5'edple of fashion, for the sole 
purpose of gaming with convenience ; but 
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rank, is not only a folly but a crime.-— 
This noble Duke is guilty of neither, and 
every wise nwn will applaud him/' 

As they walked down the Mall, ^' I must 
intreat you^ my good friend^" said the 
Demon, ** to favour with your particular 
attention, the elderJy gentleman who has 
this monient taken the seat to the right : 
As we pasS) cast an eye of observation oB 
him. He is one of the most singular per* 
sons that a nation^ remarkable for the 
great variety of its eharacters, at this time 
possesses. After dinner, I will amuse yoir, 
for haU an hour, with his uncommon his*- 
;tory.*' " I perceive nothing/ said Don 
Gleofas, " that is particular in his appear- 
ance or physiognomy/' " And that is/' 
interrupted Asmodeus, " one of the pecu- 
liar circumstances by which he shapes the 
course of his singular/ unsuspected, and 
not unprofitable life/' 

" That large, but heavy edifice before 
us, and beneath which we are about to 
'pass, is called the Hone-Guards^ because 
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the cavalry on the King's duty, mounts 
guard there. It also contains apartments 
for the holding of courts-martial, and other 
business relative to the army. — It was a 
public work, and ought therefore to have 
possessed all the architectural beauty which 
it was capable of receiving; but, likemany, 
indeed one might say, like most* public 
works, it was a job ; in which the emolu* 
ments of those who were employed, were 
considered in preference to the character 
and magnificence of the nation to whom it 
belongs.'** 

When they carae to Whitehall—" That 
superb building,'' continued the Demon, 
** is part of a royal paface, which, for the 
honour of the iiatien; ought to have 
been completed. It is the work of an 
English architect; and if it had been his 
only design, would have placed his name 
in the rank it now holds among the first 
of his profession. It as also remarkable 
for having been the theatre of one of Ihe 
inost striking events of modern history.- - 
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On a scaffold, in the front of, and oontigu* 
OU8 to the building, Charles the First, an 
unfortunate Sovereign of this country, was 
doomed to lose his head by the hands of a 
public executioner, and on the condemna* 
tion of a self-created tribunal of his own 
subjects. It is called the Banquetting^ 
house ; and did, indeed, produce an unex* 
ampled feast, to glut the republican zea« 
lots of the last century."-^" I remember 
the story well," said Don Cleofas; ** and 
it is on the anniversary of this extraordi« 
nary execution, according tp a wicked wit, 
named Voltaire, that every Monarch in 
Europe rises from his bed with a crick in 
his neck." " He was an unlucky rogue,'* 
said Asmodeus, *' and a very great favour- 
ite of our community. But I must claim 
your attention to that little man, dressed 
in blue, who looks up* so attentively to the 
building, and, pulling off his hat, makes 
a most reverential obeisance as he passes." 
** I presume," said Don Cleofas, '* he is 
some great admirer of architectural beauty ; 
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"and it is in this manner^ without doubt, 
that he maoifests his veneration for a chef 
dcem)re in his favourite science." ** It was 
impossible for you to guess," replied As- 
modeuSy " unless you were inspired, that 
this silly man is nothing more than a zea- 
lous republican, who offers this mark of 
respect to the edifice before us, whenever 
he passes it, because it was the scene of a 
royal execution. He is a tradesman of this 
city, who fancies himself a very profound 
politician : — And though he would not 
scruple to tread upon the neck of a King, 
he does not discover the least delicacy, 
when an occasion ofTers, in charging home 
on the purses of subjects. But this is not 
all ^ — the fine equestrian statue just before 
us, is a representation of the unhappy 
Monarch we have already mentioned :" — 
^^ And that is an object,'' interrupted Don 
Cleofas, ^ which the little republican trades- 
man would, I suppose, avoid with the utmost 
precaution.*' — ^' By no means,** answered 
the Demon, " for he has more than once 
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risked a fractured Umb from the passing 
carriages, in order to discharge his rheum 
upon the Pedestal. 

*^ That noble pile of building/* continued 
he, *^ which we are approaching, contains 
a part of the royal stables ; and the stately 
form of it has given occasion to have it 
observed, with something of wit in the sar- 
casm, that his Majesty's stables have the 
appearance of a palace, and that his palace 
is not treated unjustly, when it is said to 
have the appearance of a stable. 

" But," continued he, " we will now, if 
you please, finish our morning's excursion, 
and return to our hotel, which we shall 
reach in a few minutes ; and I doubt not, 
my friend, that you will be well pleased 
with the good dinner it is preparing for 
you. Your mind, as you well know, is 
spiritual, and I will undertake to nourish it 
with ray kind of s{)iritual sustenance ; but 
as for your body, it is good fle§h and blpocj; 
to support which, you must have recourse 
to cooks who are made of the same 
materials/* 
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CHAP. lY. 

ff^herein the Dbvil ujwn Two Sticks/m/- 
^Is his premie of relating to Don Cleo- 
FAS LBAN]>fio PsREZ Zambullo^ the 
History of the Gentleman he saw in the 
Pari. . . 

Don Cleofab having finished his dinner in 
great comfort, reminded the Demon of the 
promise he made to entertain him with an 
account of the ' gentleman whom he had 
particularly recommended to his attention, 
as they passed through the Park. *^ Let 
me firsts" my dear Sir, ^' . said Asmodeus, 
prepare your oofiee, and then you will be 
BO good as to prepare your attention.'* 
This little arrangement being settled^ the 
Devil upon Two Sticks began the following 
lingular rdation : 

:jin historical Description of the Univ£BSAI» 
Spy, {^ Unsuspected Politician. 
^* Mr. y for that is the gentle- 

nan's name^^ smd AsmodeuSy ^^ is descended 
irom a family of great respect among the 
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ancient gentry of the North of England : 
his father, who' was a younger brother, was, 
in tht ^krne^ part of life, ^ -sBpercargo iti 
the service of the EaA India Company ; 
t)Ut M old iMideA a«f)t leaving him & very 
liandsoHie fortune, he never tl^peated 4iis 
voyage, and left his original, as- well as 
Qcqaired property, vety^ miath i^nxed, at 
iiift death, to Im only son^ the ob^edofout 
present con^id^ation, t^he was then about 
lei^t yerffii old, awd had beien, for some 
•tim^pflacedat 'a'pri<;^at6 «dhool of repufta^ 
lion, in the neighbo^M^bood of London.--^ 
The vdlOfcdble womaiH tiU mother^ had died 
^bout two . yearrs bdfi>Fe ; n eircumstance 
wiiich ^as tbeipri^pal^use of his %tlie?iE% 
ide^tb, "i^hosi^ senisibility •oo^ tiM bieat* irp 
i^trnt swh :aii »teparable loss: 60 thst 
our young gentleman was lisftto tfce eart 
of two di^anf r^IatiQDE^ who^ /Wtth unttar 
mitting atteRtio^^, fi^l{iU?d> tbe, /lii^ctions 
>i$ father ga.^e •oono^tpipg- iu4^ -e^ittdktfon^ 
'wh^ be l^y on his^ deadb-W'-^Aa *he^ 
«$ir« ^ »qg!44r «4:gdii^c^~and as rtfaejr 
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inay, ia sonie small degree, account for the 
character of the sou, I will repeat them to 
you- 

^' Whea this worthy gentleman found 
that he was drawing nigh to his end^ he 
sent for the two relations whom he. had 
appointed to be his executors ; and, after 
thanking them, again and again, for their 
friendship, during a life which was novr 
approaching its period, he intreated them 
to transfer it to the little boy he should 
leave behind hin^. * You well know,' saicj 
jbe, ' that the death of that excellent woman^ 
pf)y wife, has greatly, i£ not altogether, con^ 
tributed to bring me to tlie situation la 
ji^hicb you now behold me ; — It may be 
thov^bt, indeed, that,, as she left ma 
f, son,. I ought to have struggled with 
life mor^ willingly, and;, of course^ mono 
j^ectually than I have done; — But t 
^m fully com'inced, that my sensibilitiei;; 
are siich ^s to disqualify me for the 
-task of educating a child as I ought; 
^pd it will j^rgbably be a v^x^ great advan- 
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• 

tage to him that I am taken hence ; by 
x^hich event, the duty of preparing him 
fof the world, will devolve upon those who 
are so much better qualified to execute 
the important business. I shall/ continued 
he, * trouble you with the care of my son*s 
fortune, till he has attained the age of 
twenty-five years. For this restraint, he, 
perhaps, at twenty- one, will not thank me; 
but at thirty, he will be of a different 
opinion ; and I would rather that the me- 
mory of his father should be accompanied 
with the gratitude of his mature, than his 
more early years. You will fix him firm in 
the path of honour, for you are honourable 
men. You will teach him to detest abase 
action in others, and to shudder at it in 
himself, as you have both of ^ you done 
throughout your lives. Tell him that the 
language of truth is superior to all the 
languages of the world, and that the science 
of an honest man, -is the supreme know- 
ledge of life. Instruct him in the art of 
doing good to others,, without injury to 
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himself; and teach hi'm, if possible, to 
guard against the frequent inconvenience 
of sensibility, if that should prove a part 
of his heritage, by the precautions of pru- 
dence ; and as he will possess a gentleman's 
fortune, inspire him to enjoy it with 
the spirit of a gentleman.' — ^Tbese were 
almost the last words of the dying man; 
and, as far as depended upon the care of 
those to whom they were addressed, the re- 
requests they conveyed were punctually 
fulfilled. 

" At • this period, th^ boy had disco- 
veral no token of any peculiarity of cha- 
racter or genius, and he remained like the 
generality of boys of his age ; . till, about 
three years after, a circumstance arose^ 
which seems to have given the prevailing 
colour of his future life. 

" In the immediate vicinity of his school, 
there lived a gentleman of large fortune, 
and equal benevolence, who, during the 
summer season, was continually sending 
presents of fruit to his young neighbours^ 
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is he was pleased to call them, of the 
school. However, some among the elder 
members of this community, proved their 
descendancy from the common mother, 
Eve, by possessis^ a stronger propensity to 
forbidden fruit, than that which canoe from 
a gratuitous hand. Under this fatal; but 
hereditary impression, they formed a plan^ 
to rob the garden of that kind benelactor, 
from the produce of which, and the kind* 
ness of whom, they were so often and so 
plentifully regaled. 

*^ Our y^ang her6, shocked at the tngra- 
Htude of such a scheme, but not daring to 
take any open methods to oppose it, em* 
^oyed his whole thoughts how he might; 
circumvent the disgraceful project. ' Many 
different schemes suggested themselves io 
his mind, but they all ended iii a determi^ 
nation to write a notice of the design,' as 
well as he could, in printed characters, and 
to introduce it into one of the large com<^ 
tnon prayer-books belonging to the gentle^ 
snan*s pew, in U^ parish church: an4 



thqi^ h^y ?A that time, pod^ested aSl l\». 
puierile fear9 of ghosts and gQUitis, he' bad 
ttie courage, very late in tfoe ev4oihgi whea 
$oine of the parishtoneri were ringing a 
poali to eiit^r thq clUurch, wd ej;ecUte hid 
desjtgn* Oil the Sunday followu)g> the geiK. 
tleman found, the piaper, took projjer ojca*: 
aures to prevent, the intended, robbery of 
his gafdeUy and^ in complbnce with tlie 
wish expressed ia this extraordinary, notice^ 
itiever pursued any enquiry after the writer 
of it, or made any mention whatever o^ 
tibe circumstances relating to it. . 

^^ The success, of this first undertakings 
ieems to have stamped at once that peoiliar 
mark on his character which it still bears^ 
and will only be efiaced by the hand: 
of. death. He lasm becaixre more sdrioqs 
i^d thoughtful than iki ind hitherto been f 
aud^ during the tiihes: dT recreation, hi^ 
mind ^as continual^ enipdoyed in edntr^; 
ifig! sotrie sectet iict of gogUr^nature, hiimaK^ 
Biliy, oTt what he:cadeBived. to^ fae, justice.' 
jMndng. maiij^ of his umxig^takntii aitthis^ 
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period^ I shall select dne^ merely as an tx^ 
ample of the rest* Several of the scholars 
having declared an intention to bathe in a 
certain large pond, at some distance from 
the school, which he had good reason to 
apprehend was of such a depth, in . many 
parts of it, a^ might endanger their lives, he 
gave a man halta-crown to meet them 
there, as by chance, and to terrify them 
from their design by the positive informa- 
tion, that the piece^ of water was ' stocked 
with hedge-hogs, 

'^ His master also was indebted to an 
item of the same secret management, for 
bis removal from the laborious drudgery of 
a school, to the ease and comfort of a valu* 
able benefice. At this time he'was become 
a parlour- boarder, and used always to dine 
with his master ; and Ihat gentleman being 
one day urged by a friend at his table, to- 
apply for a vacant living in the neighbour- 
hood, he declared, with a sigh, that although 
the preferment in question would make him 
one; of the happiest men in the world, he 



coald not bring himself to aisk for it, if he 
were even certain that it would be immedi* 
ately granted to his request, 

" On this idea, our young gentleman set 
himself instantly to work ; wrote an ano- 
nymous letter to the patron of the living ; 
and, when night approached, having dis- 
guised himself in the gardener's great coat^ 
ran two miles to deliver it at the lodge 
of the park. It was immedietely forward- 
ed to the house ; and the gentleman, tO; 
whom it was addressed, read as follows : — ^ 
* Why, Sir, do you hesitate a moment to 
whom you you should present your vacant 
living ? — ^The master of the ne^bbouring 
school possesses merit, as yoa well know> 
that deserves every thing ; and at the same 
time is adorned with a most amiable mo* 
desty, which will not sufier him to ask for 
any thing.' The singularity of this laconic 
epi§tle> happened to hit the whim of the 
moment; and as the gentleman was pes* 
tered and plagued with continual applica« 
tions for the benefice in question^ he iih 
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8t«it$y detaraiiiicd to pot an end, at onoe^ 
to all the trottUe o( aolicitathm) bj jieki« 
ing to the suggestions ef hi^ aoonymoos 
cbrrc^ndedt ; jmd, without conamuDicat* 
ing the why or the wherefore^ the very 
next morning sent the preseotatiaD, exe* 
eoted in all ioe kan^ to tiie astonished 
Md untttspecting sdiool-master* 
• ** Whale Mr ■ ■ ■ »*■ » was mt the amiver- 
flity^ be eibf^loyed the iatervals of stvex 
Atidy, in the indfalgenoe : of ins esferaordfr^ 
nary and srngdkr taste feir aeeret acatkms. 
Vhder the veil of an apporenJI iaattentiori 
to ^at «Q9 ^pcasnag HMmad hini^ he oorivr 
trived lb iahim tionseif of euery thing f 
attd being ve«yi«ssidu(^» pvoseeotiiig hit 
iVMfea, aiid imuaately rtgpkg m ail tine eol* 
]^e dii^, he was the lait fierkm. whom 
tbe niest >s^aiiiii!2iiig would iiave regairdeA 
Ml^evrthor of the difietent atooyinoaa 
«rdfidea whteh, ffoAi time 4io tiaei^ ilefa 
aho(it the wavei^^ durkag his rtesdoona 
tli^ne;. nih»y'4£ whidi wete pracHae&ve of 
ftfisrate aod' ^IjB tfUiity^ w]th4)ut gmng 



J4|pfc^ otwe of complaint to anjr individuftl* 

I ^ M thii time, the keiding* principle of 
9t^ netiofSft .was tbal^ q£ dmng good to allr 
Hpithoiit giving pftin to any; and he was 
4U)^. happy as to have found it» in aome de- 
^rw; pnlcticable within the .walls of a ook 
tege.;-^But M ho advanced in life^ and had) 
Mquireida; Ufctle ifioifoi^xporience'of bumanr 
afiairs, faia dispositsm underwent a change i\ 
aild the desire of doiag thioga in a georok 
^nd mBgiaiajr manner, predooiinated ovec 
^faiy:oti:itr conaideratioii. FhiHnrthropjir 
i^yow hrfeame a aeoondary principle with 
hidW and faumoiir waa to he indulged; before 
fpha^ ftoajned of aentiibeat oould be gra«» 
tified. He jMiuld g^^e a cuowa to a hegg99 
vho'otily at hed (or a halfpenny, rather frooi 
a' defuse f o acd the abtonishinenfc sdch • 
liMififeaQus and tmex(ieotod alms muld pcxt 
MbioB^ than from. a. refleotba on the hap* 
pnB» it wQfdd afiond to the craving mem 
^oank At one time he indulged the Gon« 
cot' of fiUjfig.ajpQketwilbdioeijo£l»^ 
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and meat, well strewed with salt^ and csh«- 
fully wrapped up in separate papers ; and 
when a beggar implored his charity, instead 
of money he used to present him one of 
these cold collations^ not so much from a 
charitable refinement, as from a certain sa- 
tis&ction he felt in observing the kind 
of surprise or temper with which such an 
unexpected boon would be received. He 
continued this uncommon practice till a 
sturdy beggar, to whom he had given a cold 
nuitton-chop> in the usual form, asked htmy 
in a saucy tone, if he took him for a dog,* 
that he gave him a bone ? ^d threw i^ 
without any ceremony, in his face. — ^This 
circumstance was the source of much quiet 
mirth to him at the time, and has ooca* 
sionally served to amuse his fancy to the pre« 
sent hourr When he was in Ireland, find* 
ing a paoir family by the way-side, the chiU 
dren of which had never tasted meat, he 
bought a 1^ of mutton at^the next town, 
took it himseUf to the cabin they inhabited^ 
superintended the cooking of it^ and^ faa^ 
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ing amused himself with seeing the joint 
devoured^ he gave the mother wherewithal 
to buy a couple of sheep^ and took his 
leave ; satiafied rather with the sight of half 
a dozen boys and girls eating meat for the 
first time^ than affected with the grateful 
blessings which accompanied his depar<« 
ture. 

^^ In this manner did our young gentle- 
man shape his course. — On quitting the 
university, he eniployed four years in mak^ 
ing an inquisitive^ but solitary tour, for he 
always travelled alone, through every part 
of England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, and 
their adjacent islands ;— at the conclusion 
of which, having iattained the age of 
twenty-five years, he entiered into possession 
of the estate his father had left him, and 
tet off^ soon afterwards, to make a similar 
tour through every part of the European 
continent, and the nethermost borders of 
Asia and Africa* 

^^ In this tour he employed ten years j 
and; at tbfi end of .that period^ knew mom 
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of the langnages, cwtQto$» pc^^« ix>m^! 
tMvcCf arts, and character of the difiec^ot) 
aatioAs snd statea of Europey than ai^ |ter^ 
son m it He vtstied iJie btasffb of. tfa^i 
jdrchipelagQ^ rteidcd hi Bdme tmi in Cin* 

the Fymmids, eaoA, hayiii|^ Jarnvfim^d^ nt 
great hazard of his life, a considerable .jwrt 
of the empire of ilArraoin^, arriy^ #1 Te^ 
^Miy 9ad passed over ta ^iir altar, in tjbtr 
hdpe of n^btainiog a pa^scag^ from fth^9l3f^ 
bf sea^ to his »ati?e cwfitry ; ha<^ 4hepct »o4 
hmkg ^Qf A«di»ediiLte opporCuttity ol rtt-uriir 
ii^ to Ef^tandt he bectajtote impati^Ql^ gDd 
went on' ^afd a vessel, heuf^d fef Ci^M ;t 
trom theixfe he pusiied' thro^ «$iri^ay into 

tw(ay4i£»w itiQDihsyiind Ti^TO homa.bgf^, 
4ie iwi0iiy<>f i<Wi»e ;^B»t t^9 4^i^ vmik 
ibii» ifiteitupMd. 

\ <^irheid^ftft«rfei«:ariifal*rt Ciw**^^ 
he was attaeked by a fever, thitt vO;^! MC^^m^ 

fmied wiii) ^v^j sfoiyiHilgr^ipripikfi^^ and 
6(im: wfajfiM hii ttcwiiiy.wis iiegri Jtsdi^tais 
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When he be^n to gam a iktle steengttv 
hs. went to lodge at the house of his phy* 
Mnn, by whose care, and the kind attentioa 
of h]3 beaotiful daughter, he was at length 
restored- to his former state of health and 
actttity. This chaaroiing girl be soon after 
Hiarrifid; and, perhaps, the. oddity of an^ 
Bogiish gentleman of fortune fiarmtng w 
fliatrnnoinid coaneotbn witii the dnu^ter 
af a German physician at ConsibKnier nught 
share the palm of this pomMkbial uoiottr 
with the persoiaal chartns aad uai^e ^p!&^ 
Hficatsons of the yomg lady. 
-: ^^ At this place he resided mpwarda o£ 
fimr ycdffMy withoul once quittmg it, but tor 
asakeim occastboiai and haaty trip to Gtac^ 
WB^ !»ifaere bia kttecs <i{ : oredit man ad« 
^nested. Nor is it poesible to deterdund 
how faa« be wooid hasre aeroained in tko$ 
MtuatiiDn, i£ death, had not idissolted iM 
snavmge^r-^Met. •^^-^^-^-^^^hadaiTeadyghosn 
him two childrenviaiio <scaras: sorvivcd Auid 
feinria. ; but in* bringing a tfaiiidi iata the 
mnidS'SliBai itaiisdf ^^aitted it fot^nvrnf^mA 
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took her oifFspring with her. Soon after 
this events he purchased a small estate in the 
neighbourhood of Constance for his father* 
in-law, and hastened, with all possible ex- 
peditiohy to England. 

*' His wife was a woman who wouW have 
been adored by most men, and she was sin- 
cerely esteemed by him. Nay, he will now^ 
at times, in spite of all his fancies, make 
&st his door, and placing a fine miniature 
picture of her on his table, look at, and 
converse with it for an hour together ;-^ 
and having indulged something like a flow 
of sentiment, — the predominant humour 
will then take its turn ; when he will laugh 
most heartily to think that his peculiarities 
are placed by hi^ relations and acquaintance 
to the scbre of his being an old bachelor^ 
when he was, in fact, a married man up- 
wards of four years, and had been the fa« 
ther of three children, as he would say to 
himself, such as* they were. 

^^ On his return to England, he seemed' 
fa all who Jiad known him before^, to have 
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fallen, as it were, from some other planet ; 
and he found, to his entire satisfaction, that 
the course of his various routes was known 
only as the letters of his banker had be- 
trayed it ; and that the particular circum- 
stances of his travels were as secret as he 
could wish them. He avoids, as much as 
possible, th0 making any new acquaintance, 
and contents himself with the society of his 
relations ; who, from a regard to his many 
good qualities, as well as, perhaps, some 
natural expectations of what he may leave 
behind him, are in a continual state of 
Emulation to acquire' his favour. He re- 
ceives their attentions with good humour, 
deals out his kindness with generosity, and 
pleases himself with thinking how each of 
them, who looks to a preference in his will, 
will be respectively disappointed, when it 
shall be discovered that he has made no 
will whatever, but has left the law to dis« 
tribute his fortune in such proportions, 
among them^ as their various degrees 
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of oonsaQgoiQity may give them a rigkt ta 
claim. 

'^ When I say that he is the most learned 
and the best informed man of the times i^ 
which he lives, I do iK)t .mean to disparc^^ 
those who enjoy the first rank in the re** 
public of letters, as well as in the academiea 
and cabinets of any country ; and while he 
is conscious of his own superiority, he find^ 
bis particular humour gratified in observing^ 
that no one appeaiTS to.havfs discovered that 
he has any claim to it. His great objects 
after a strict observance of the moral duties, 
is, to appear to be what he is not, or rather 
to throw an innocent veil over vt^hat be is i 
and his success is equal to hi;i wi^bes^ 

** But he does not wrap up bis t4lents in 
ai napkin ; sdl orders of men, and in. almost 
f very part of Jhfi kingdom, are, by iso(in^ 
means or other, oQca&ionaUy instructed by 
bim ; and they who are at the head; of it^ 
^e instructed the most. From l<)!6g habit,- 
h^ has. acquired tlm art of ea^pi^e^sing hi» 
thoughts on the most profound and com^ 



pKcafedf as well as the more elegant tob« 
Jects, with a degree of accuracy^ perspi- 
cuity, and precision, that is seldom found 
in the compositions of the best writers. 

^' He purchases his writing nuiterials a9 
he saunters about the town, sometimes inf 
one part of it, and sometimes in afiother ; 
and when be retires to his chamber at 
Bight, after having bolted the inner door,^ 
and seen that all is fast, he indites bis la*' 
contc epistles on the night- table by his bed-*, 
side, encloses them in unsuspicious enve-^ 
bpesy and quietly drops them into the 
boxes of receipt for letters, in that part oi 
Ifee town where his riext morning's walk 
inay lead him. But this is not all } he hai^ 
acquired the art of varying the eharacteri^ 
c^ his writing at pleasure and without erkl ^ 
a laculty which proves extremely useful in-^ 
deed, to the accomplishment of his designs. ^ 

" Ministers of every department i^Sceive 
from him the most curious information/ 
and the most important instruction: butf 
Ministers are so universally governed by- 
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their own passions, interests, and* neces* 
sities, that he has been the least useful 
where his suggestions are calculated to be 
the most beneficial. The lawn and the 
ermine are greatly indebted to him ; and I 
will take an opportunity of shewing yoii a 
physician, who hisis risen into eminence by 
adopting thq hints of this anonymous in- 
structor. Professors of the arts, and teach- 
ers of science, are not without their obli- 
gations to him ; and a very celebrated actor 
of the present age, who had received froitt 
this source a regular series of criticisms on 
every branch of theatrical exhibition, was 
tempted, ^gain and again, to publish them 
as his own, and would most gladly have 
done it, if he could have supposed, for a 
moment, that the original writer of theni 
would, have been contented that another 
should steal his immortality from him. 

" Nor are there any of the inferior bodies 
or societies of men, who are not, at some 
time or other, indebted to him, for throw- 
ing new lights on their respective objectSj^ 
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or aiding the purposes of their respective ^ 
institutions. But his notices are not con- 
fined to the court or the city : they some* 
times pervade, and have been of service to 
the distant provinces. The manufacturer 
has been assisted by his suggestions ; and 
it must arise from their own obstinacy, if 
the farmer, who cultivates the surface of 
the earth, and the miner, who searches 
into the bowels of it, have not received ad- 
vantage from his instructions. 

" 'The pleasures and happiness of indi- 
viduals are also the objects of his concern. 
If he sees a curious book upon a stall, or d 
valuable picture at a broker's, he will con- 
trive to give immediate information to 
some one, whose library will be enriched, 
or whose cabinet enhanced, by such an ac« 
quisition. It was but last week that he 
gave notice, in his usual way, to a celebrated 
collector of medals, where he might find, 
and acquire, for a trifle, the very coins he 
had been long in search of, to complete 
a most curious series of them* The an- 
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tiquarian is so delighted with his acquisition| 
that he has made a codicil to his will, qq 
purpose to bequeath a legacy of two hundred 
pounds to any person who can prove him^ 
$elf to be the author of this valuable 

intelligence. If Mr. should, by sor* 

vivorship, . become acquainted with this 
event, it will afford him many a jovial 
hour. 

" As he goes every where, and ohserve3 
every thing, he has' somejtimes contrived 
to point out genius in obscurity, and .>ta- 
lents that were unknown. The fairer part 
of the creation has sometimes, though verj 
rarely, been favoured with his atten* 
$ioiu He sees the irresistible predomi- 
nance of fashion, and knows the hnmaq,, 
or rather the female heart, too well to he^ 
Ueve, that anonymous remonstrance will 
preponderate in the mind of youth and 
lieaiity, against the influence of personal 
flattery or fashionable propensity. He has, 
however^ ventured to convey his obser* 
yatiQUS on virtue^ manners, and tasti^ to 



' tiie (xiifette$ of some very distinguished 
feiniks: To one lady, in partioidar^ of 
very bigh Taink, he ind<Me4 an essay on 
ledooatioa ; and to the anonymous instruc- 
tions her daughters are greatly indebted, 
for their acioiowledged siuperiority among 
Iheiiig^er ord^ of feniale youth. 

'^ in this manner he has employed, with 
inery little interruption, the last ten years 
fif his life ; and in the same manner he will 
cantisue to employ the rest of his days ; 
which a ^osd (sonstittttion, a temperate 
ooniduct, and an -easy mind, wiH help to 
cantiniie to no common period ; always en- 
joying the solitary jok^ of doing so rnuch^ 
and not being .su^cte4 by those with 
whom he lives of doing any thing. 

** If this history,'* observed the Devil 
tipwi IWo Sticks, ^ were given to the 
V90M, it woiiAd be considered as the off> 
ajpt^Rg of soixie fantastic invehtion : — but 
i 'Ay assHf^e you,** continued he, *^ that 
auch a eharacter does this day exist ; and 
liiat tiie elderly gentleman^ ^aitting on the 
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bench In Saint James's Park, whom I^ a 
few hours ago, recommended to your, at* 
tention, is that unexaggerated character. 

" Having thus performed my promise,'* 
said Asmodeus, *' and given you a portnut 
that the English nation alone could pro- 
duce, we will now, if you please, proceed 
to the comedy, where a new scenic of 
amusement and instruction will present 
itself before" you.** Don Cleofas readj^ 
consented j:o the proposal ; and, in a very 
short time, they were advantageously placed 
in one of the Theatres, so as to have an 
equal view o( the audience and the actors* 



CHAP.V. 

The Theatbe. 

• _ * . ' • 

Don Cleofas, enchanted with the Inril* 
Uant appearance of the The$itre, could 
not refrain frpm expressing the cpni» 
plete satisfaction he enjoyed in thCfCorv 
templation of it* ** This, spectacle alone,** 
h(B exclaimed, ,*^ is worth the trouble 



€4 



of coming from Madrid to behold^ even 
if I had pursued my journey in the com- 
mon mode, and Suffered all the inconve- 
niences which are experienced by common 
travellers.'- Our theatres in Spain are dun- 
geons when compared with this : the au- 
dience here are as visible as the actors." — 
And shall be/* interrupted the Demon, 
as pregnant with amusement to you. 
The first stages were erected in tennis- 
courts, and by a strange, unaccountable 
prejudice, the greater part of Europe still 
preserves that inconvenient form : while, 
partly from oeconomy, and, perhaps, to 
heighten the brilliance of the stage, that 
part of the theatre is seen, in other parts 
of Europe^ to confine all the illumination to 
itself. 

<* But in this country of wealth and 
^od sense, these matters are, as you see, 
much better managed : though, perhaps, 
there never was a period when the Eng- 
Hsb stage was at a lower ebb than at the 
present moment. It cannot boast one 

YOL. I. 1? 
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tjTagic actor of sqperior merk ; and the 
actress, whose performance you will pre- 
sently witness, has long beeu the principal 
supporter of the tragic scene. You will 
see the power that she is. ahout to exert 
over this nunnerous and aplencjid audience ^ 
though in the particular characteir which 
she is about to perform, ther^ ,are circum-^ 
stances of distress so very, affecting, as to 
give her acting a degree of influence 
which she does not ^ possess in any other 
character. 

*^ Ip comedy the stage, i^ pnuch better 
siqjported, though grimace actually threat- 
ens to bai^sh that J43t r^eseut^tion pf 
nature in w,hich the perfectipn • of |:h^an 

4 

trical i:epresei!irtation consists* In short, th^ 
pure taste of former times begins ta ]q^ 
groxmd, and' the trage^jly which cott|rives 
to copunand tears^ and. the comedy wbiphi 
cootpives to coiwpel laughter, tliougb »a-. 
ture has nothing to do with either, wiHi 
acw)rding tq th^ di^spositipa of the present 
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day, in a great measure secure the poJ)illar 
approbation.'* 

" Bot what," exclaimed t)on Cleofag, 
^* can be the cause of this sudden uproar, 
vPhich proceeds, as I think, from the gal-^ 
fery above us ?*' '* It is nothing more,'* 
answered Asnoodeus, ^^ than a Httle erup- 
tion of liberty, w^hich proves the strength 
of the constitution that throws it forth. 
The lower classes generally occupy that 
part of the theatre from whence this voci- 
feration proceeds ; and the object of it, at 
present, is to direct the orcRestra to per- 
form one of those popular tunes which never 
fail, in this country, to charm the ear and 
elevate the spirits of vulgor patriotism. — 
But the curtain rises ; and I must now, if 
you please, direct your whole attention to 
the stage. As the scenes proceed, I shall, 
if it be necessary, explain the leading 
eircuRistances of them. 
- ^^ The actress I have already mentioned 
. to you, is at this moment making her en- 

tmnce, and is received, asou hear, with" 

p 2 
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the most unbounded applause from every 
part of the theatre. She is, as I before 
intimated, the most eminent tragedian 
of the present day; and has been honour- 
ed with a greater degree of public favour, 
than was ever bestowed, by the English 
nation, on a woman in her situation. 
As she proceed^ in her part, you will per- 
ceive the progress of her power over the 
audience before her. This crowded as- 
sembly which, when we first entered, looked 
so gay, will soon be dissolved in one uni- 
versal sympathy; and that hum of plea- 
sure, which preceded the rising of the cur- 
tain, will sink into the silence of the grave. 
Already you may observe, how every coun- 
tenance answers to the feelings which she 
awakens in the heart." " Indeed/' said 
Don Cleofas, '* I myself, who am ignorant 
of the language she speaks, begin to feel 
the ascendancy of her magic powers ; and 
if the mere tones of her voice, if her looks 
and gestures have such an effect upon me, 
I cannot be surprised at the in^uence sihe 
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exercises over an audience, who, to the 
power of what they se^, feel the added 
charm of what they hear and understand. 
Already I perceive many a white handker- 
chief preparing to be moistened with thtf 
streams whose sources she will unlock.'^ 
^* Women are easily affected," observed the 
Demon ; *' a little stage trick will generally 
command, their tears ; and though there is 
a considerable portion of it employed in 
this evening's exhibition, yet, when you 
see a large body of people, composed of the 
different sexes, and consisting of pers(}ns of 
every age^ temper, and situation ; I spy^ 
when you. see such an audience as that 
around you, melted into a general sym* 
pathetic sorrow, it would be the most 
obstinate injustice not to acknowledge^ 
that the skill which is capable of working 
up the scene to such an effect, is of a very 
auperior nature. 

*< Observe that man dressed in black,'^ 
continued Asmodeus, " in one of the 
lower boxes opposite to us^ who is a&eted 
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with 6uch violent emotions, that he is 
obliged to retire to a back-^eat : he is a great 
law officer, to whoxn any sensibility of a 
tender natwc has never been imputed.-*- 
He fasses sentence on the dievoted critm- 
nal wi^hoat any apparent distress; ia pro* 
nouncir^ the awful fiat of ngid ju^ftice^ 
he waa never yiet aeen to abed a tear : o^^ 
the eMeo^ition of tiiat fiolenifV duty does BOt 
pbeok ^he onJiilafy gtpf^etite (ot bi$ dinner* 
Ne¥€rthi&les3, the afcCrfesfe now oik the stdge 
mntes him shake ffom ntenial %ita4Jt)n." 
. [' I verily l^lseve;* md Don Cleotka^ 
y^iping his c^eeks^ ^' that she wouid dmw 
tesirs from the eyes ^f an inquisttor/''**^ 
f* Hpit that might be,** j«pJied Ajsnlodeuflj 
?/ I 'sliall Bdt pretend to determine; but 
t4>is. r koortr, and wfaich is of more eonsi^ 
iqi leAce -ta hei*, «jio draws ia very coBsidj&iiA* 
bie/iixcome irodi tdne aipprobatimi off tin 
public/' " She loves money then, perhaps^ 
t&. xQdchi as 'reputation/* said Don Qeofas. 
^'iMtah ibettcar," answered the. Dettwyrif 
h:jsaaiL<.his^gmeA .aoiplt proc^a of a very 



narrow spirit : she is only great when she is 
acting ; the lady is little eiKKigh when she 
rettiriiS'to herself. Biit, perhaps, she may 
foresee, what will one day happert, that she 
will perform to those benches aloiije, which 
tre now so covered with admiring spectators, 
knd therefore is deternrnned to make the 
most of popular favour whHe it lasts.— ^ 
The pufelic naturally become fatigued with 
the repetition of etceltefilce itself. This 
lady haS a brother also, ^ho, with scarce 
one natural quati^eation to make a good 
ictor, considers himself as the first tlieatrt* 
cHl performer in the world; and hasi 
besides, adopted a Jiotion, that his critical 
knowledge of the ^^age is equal to 
his acting. His sister, unfortunittely, is 
€ff the ifeiK^e opinion, and, by siibmitting to 
Ms-* j ftdgfrtent', h daily diminishing the 
ekceHence ishe had attained by the guidance 
flf her own. 

> V ^i>je actor wlio ^)erforrns th6 prinfeipal 
part with her, is a man of real education 
tttd polished manners, a very r^rd ctfcani- 
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pMkd with any thing Kk:^ ^ sc4id pros* 
parity. Stie was a kitcheiv-scrvunt, out of 
pkice, who hapfieiied to sit down on it bench 
in St. Jdfmts'g Plark, at the v^y moment 
when a rich, whimsical knight, enraged at 
the conduct of his relations towards Wm, 
took the same seat, with a determination 
to ask the h€ind of the first woman to whom 
dwncfe might give him an opportunity of 
n^aking a proposal. A conversation imme- 
diately took pidfce between them, and the 
matrimonial offer was no sooner made than 
^ceptfed : the ne«t morning saw it Gom- 
plettd'; and the Vjofinary damtel entered at 
dnceinto the possession of wealth, honows, 
and a husband* To v^x his retations^ the 
Knight encouraged his bride in all the ex^ 
travagance. of dress and eqpipage, with 
which) for some time, she astonished and' 
ainnsed the: town ; and, at his death) w^hidi 
happened in a very few years after her mar* 
fidge/she ibund lierself the legatee of every 
tiding which it wasio his power to^ibequeath* 
THkm poor servatitn^Aaid) passing through 
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the eclat of a s^dehdid wife,' w^ tiow be* 
come a very wealthy widow. The relationi 
i£ . ber hite husband, however, instituted 
a ciarih to what she possessed, and threat- 
ened to pumue their pretended rights with 
all the vexations of the law. Ignorant as 
she was of tlie world, and alarmed at the 
menaces of thfese; people, she sought pro- 
tecUoft iA the arms of a dissipated man of 
femtty ; wteo, by becoming her luisband^ 
i<j^ii[?8d the right df defending. hSr pro- 
p&i^y from the^ attacks? whifefi -wet^e made 
upon it 5 afld having- socoeed^dift <?onfirrti- 
hig the tegial poesc^slcrti ' lo her, he, very 
xratu^Uy took pidssQSsioti of it hiiriself, and 
t^ry*itil»^i<cirti(»ida<sly €»efd&ed the power 
behftit^ obtained Of eritV'ty apfrty4ng it to 
^ pflirpos^s-of hteowh eotivettienoe, *ftcl 
ttui g^tititeUdD ^^ bfS cfmii {^Iddiures. Hey 
Ufeihfts ipme baeh-^tich m- misfit be nata- 
sslly exp64^ed in a pers^ ^t^h&^e mihd if 
imii^rmed, a^d v4io^ iticlifib^^^ hre mr^ 
f^tl^!»e4; «tid^ il^ Ih^ €)|)if]^ifeh' -e^ mesft 
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pedple, her title excepted, it will end pretty 
nearly as it began. 

; " In the box adjointi^/' continued 
AsmodeuSy " there are a yoang lady and 
gentleman, who, by their attentions to each 
Qther, might be taken for a pair of cooing 
lovers, or, at least, an enamoured cou{Je, 
who were married but yesterday. They 
are, however, nothing more than toother 
and sister, who live together in the most 
uninterrupted harmony of brotheriy and 
sisterly afiection. He is a good-natured 
€ddle-faddle jnan of fortune, with a very 
weak constitution ; who, having been, edu- 
cated in the dressing room of his mother^ 
is now transferred to that of Ifus sister, to 
whose influence, be is tamely submissive 
and by whpse gentle counsels he will be 
persuaded to settle upon hev the reversion^ 
of his whole fortune; that she osay marry,, 
tnd produce those heirs to the family^ 
which she has, by some means or othier> 
made him iipagine, that he is nq^ able to 
procure for himsel£ 
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** The gentleman who is almost asleep 
upon the seat behind them, has what i& 
called a renter's share in this theatre, which 
gives him a free admittance into any part of 
it ; — and though he has no glimmerings of 
taste, or the least inclination for theatrical 
performances, and no knowledge whatever 
of theatrical merit, he never fails to* occupy 
a seat here, every evening, for no other 
reason in the world, but because he can 
have it for nothing. 

: " That diowy young lady, with brilliants 
sparkling about her head dress, in the corner 
box, is the wife of a worthy, industrious, 
and flourishing nierchant ; and though she 
is the daughter of an oilman, in Thames-^ 
street, is never happy but when she is pas^ 
sing, as she thinks, for a woman of fashion, 
kt a side^box at the play*house. — But, ao- 
cordifyg to the original constitution of 
tfaiiigs, all human happiness is imperfect, 
and her temporary consequence is inter-' 
lupted by the reflection, that she must 
return to the vicinity of the Royal J^ch 
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change 5 wh^re she >«ill carry with her a 
load 6f dificbatant to troublc.the. peace o£ 
a huisbanda :wbo ^Vishestfl-indulg^e ihen^TO 
every thii^, hut the. qt»ittM:g af*bdsBW8^ 
•which js making him- rit^jt-rffofc f)«<i^ 
poverty, flod contismpt, at thfe-.Wesfe^ad of 
the tawit." .'V *;• ' ' • ^ -_.'^~:::rnTv' .. : 
" Btit I :W!sh you to inforrti m<5;^' r'sald 
Don Ckofas, ** concerning ii very baatitt6il 
woinari in the box over that of the fair 
citizen, whose hat is a« »fmdy cfcoiratcrf 
witfh feathi^rs^- as the* head ^rf a Mexican 
priweessi*' " . AkslTaniweted tile Ddafton^ 
"the beiauty you sor'timcb adwiirej; the fea*- 
thferr tha)tinbdt)n her browi ^nditbe t^lvdiy 
dre88:shk' has.oi%> ace.nohs of^Hi^nsI. -The 
feat 18 boiToj¥dd'of att,- and'ttercBt'is.hiTOA 
to tfimjtt the .gain of the eveniiDg;' j^l the 
ireascnre «he pnistssed' w^r ra^csided trot 
fmrohat^' tile seat she jiiiw odmp^s ; arid^d^ 
the^liire .should fHd,v^herimust{ Hiturcr hcfe 

■J ' • 

dmt}rnt'(6ns ioit^BEir •'Bstrrioo^ f^ner, iai 
be kft lirithodl the Hoeans of pui!dia^g>a 
eani3I^:to1igbt!lier ti^ her garrdtt. ('ButiishB 
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is only o»6 atnong a littid knmy.of mefe-= 
tricfous Ama;dcms, ' Jwh'o have taken iteiir 
posts ill every part of the theatfe; iiiordeif/ 
to make their . stacks upon the passions of 
the yoiang, and the fdly of the old, of tfee* 
other sex; ntinabersof wli6m.fret|ufeHtt^e86* 
j^aces for no oihef purpose bvA to meet the* 
enemy ; not with a yic-^ to'combat, but to* 
b^ vanqtiished, ai^ 6ten tt> purctiase the 
iloctarnal chains of a i^aroenary mistress* — - 
But we must rectum/' continued Asmodens^- 
" from the audience to the actors* The 
aiter-piecd is on the point of comnnfeneiiig ; 
^d yott >iifili sdon • perqeive tiisit the crofvd 
of spedtatorS', who- w^iks so lately mdted 
into tean^s by the ti^agic muse^ will itecbi»is(k- 
ingiwiih iaugbt»rat the < frolic 'e^Ma^iSif' 
heri acjlini€>8feter*'' f' And mm&^'* said' 
Don Cka&8,' s^niling/ *^ for the boa^ed^ 
moraiKtj of. t^he ida^ania,^ ' - ; 

^* I ieomprebedd ytMa perfectly :welV' re-r 
iied AsmcidieuB; '^ you dire of cipiilion that 
11 ideaof nlc^aiiinpravemeti^ is oHrert^rned^ . 
bf sqfiuriiA^ibet'ibeddrjir ot-.fftrce to succeed^ 
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the gravity of tragedy: — But this is not 
all; — so much apprehension do the con- 
ductors of theatrical amuseroeots entertain 
of the danger of virtuous, ioipressions from 
the tragic muse, that between the acts of 
the best tragedies, the. dance, which is, at 
best, but a lascivious object, is frequently 
introduced/' *^ And your gopd friends^ 
the high-plumed Amazons,** said Don 
Cleofas, ^^ they, I fear, are not very aptly 
formed to aid the good effects of theatrical 
instruction/ 

'* Your sarcasm,'* answered the Demon^ 
is not wholly misapplied* . The theatre 15 
generally considered as a school of wholes 
some instruction, and a place of rational en<* 
Certainment; and^ as a theoretic descr^tion^. 
the opinion miay not be iU- founded ; hut 
taken in all its practical circumstances aad 
daily consequences, i, who may arrogate to 
myself some knowledge of the matter^ do 
not hesitate to declare, that the theatrei* 
are> literaHy speaking, become the schools 
of seduction ; and where the cunning 9i 
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the scene has produced one example of 
averting tlie influence of vice, or confirming 
the energy of virtue, I do most readily 
assert, that the ribaldry, and what is called 
the wit of the stage, with all the accessary 
circumstances of the place, have corrupted 
numbers of innocent minds, and seduced 
the passionsofthousandsinto the dangerous 
courses of irregular life. But the opening 
scene now demands your attention. 
. " The young woman who occupies it, 
possesses somewhat of a genteel figure, and 
is rather a favourite with the public :— ^ 
Though her popularity does not proceed 
sonoudi from any very great merit of her 
own, as from her being the best performer 
this theatre affords in her line of acting, 
which is the woman of fashion. The ut^ 
most eflForts of education are requisite to 
^ve to those of high birth and great for<» 
ton^,.the ease and dignity belonging to 
their station ;. arid even they do not always 
acquire it. How then can it be expected 



116 DEVIL UtON TWO STICKS 

characterflT, he never was excelled^ and has 
been very rarely equalled. 

•'As for the rest, — though most of them 
possess some degree of subordinate merit, 
they do not deserve a particular attention. 
The class of inferior players forms, in gene- 
ra), a troop of the most jovial, abandoned, 
and debauched people in the nation ; from 
a review of whose lives,- a mind like year's 
would derive neither amusement nor in« 
struction/' " But will yoa not,*' said Don 
Cleofas, '^now the play is over, afFord me 
a peep behind the curtain V* *^ By no 
means,'' answered the Demon ; *' I do not 
wish to unfold a scene of depravity t9 
you, which a moderate Devil, like myself, 
cannot look upon without. amazement— i* 
In your catholic church,'* continued iie, 
^^ comedians are denied the privilege of 
sepulture in what is called holy ground ; and 
if you were as well acquainted with them as 
I am, you would not think this supersti*^ 
tion so ill-founded as many others. 

** Political writers, and our fraternity is 
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much pbliged to them, have urged the 
necessity of theatrical amusements, for the 
general benefit of civilized governments : 
But^ political and moral benefits are con« 
tinually at variance ; for let the defenders 
of the stage say what they may, — I repeat 
it, as an indisputable truth, that there is no 
place which is so completely calculated 
for sowing the first seeds of evil in the. 
mind, and which offers to the passions so 
many and such ready temptations, as the 
theatres, in their present state of regulation. 
The song, the dance, and the scene, are 
studiously formed to call forth, to captivate, 
and inflame the more dangerous passions^ 
while the whole neighbourhood of the 
theatre is a public market for the grossest 
gratification of them* But. the theatres 
will furnish a future and more enlarged 
olject of your curiosity and my elucidation, 
I shall only detain you a few minutes lon- 
ger to recommend that old man to your 
notice, who is passing slowly down the 
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pit, leaning -upon the arm of a youth/ who 
s his grandson. 

^^ Tfats num is the sod of sat artisan in 
the country, and was bred to the fausipesa 
of hia father ; hat possessing a mmd supe- 
nor to his station, and having invoWed 
binisdf in difficulties from > reheving the 
distresses of others, he faund it neoesaary, 
as a refuge from his own^ to cqme up to 
I^ndofiy where he enlisted in one of the 
King's regiments of footrguards. At that 
time it was a custom to admit persons 
behind the scenes during the performance, 
and to ppeserve order, a solder wds posted 
against the frontispiece on each side of the 
stage. This man being one of the the- 
atrical centinels of the evening, was so 
affected- at some part of the tragedy 4hen iu 
representaliow, that^heborst into tears. — 
This \»ery onii&aal ^circumstance c$ught tlw 
attention of the hoitse ;: arldlf'this remaiic-^ 
able instance of sensibility had only p?o^ 
duced a momentaiy applause^ it wouW 
have passed off, and been instantly forgotten: 
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But it SO b^pp^nedji ^h^t ^ibo^ th€. spec- 
tators, ^hei:^ Wiere pQine :wbo thought it 
disgrao^fut :i0 ^^pjdier to w^, and had; 
nQt the; un4^$tandii)g to koo^K, or seniti^: 
v^ent to ieel,;^hM. qom^agei and 'Compaission' 
are associa^ virtg^. They, .tbetefore, in-l 
terrviptf^d 4.he ^pplaitse besto«red on 'hist 
hutpai!>^ feeling^) bjt » loud aqd obstinate 
hiSf^ jof 4^sapprobatioD, which brought on- 
^n animated conbest beLween the i^pktud- 
i^g and disap^roYtng parties, that conti<* 
rmed with so iQuch. vehemence, as to in*, 
di^c^ the officer of the guard to relieve 
i^e ciBntinols, so that ths circtunstanca 
l^^came a subject of public uotortety,'— ^ 
J^ gentknian who wa^ a witness to this iur 
terestiug 4Qei^3 wa9 $0 aS^ted at the buist 
of s^tHifk^^Hi^hiph the aolcHer cH^pkyed^ 
t<b^t H^ f^^d^ tl^ m0st particular enquitnea 
concerning hirT>.ii 4nd was sio wall satisfied' 
w,ii;h 4||ie iia^lioripatipn. he veeeived, that he 
p^^chiased l^is difpb^Fge^ a^d not only siopr* 
p\ipd t|;ie m^^^s pf af tting him Aip in the 
l)P$>new ^s^deri^n. he had been bcol, but 
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by his recommendations, added to the man's 
own industry, made it the source of a very 
plentiful subsistence to him. lliis business 
he has sofpe time since resigned to his son, 
and Hves upon the savings of liis former 
labour. He has, however, never forgotten 
the circumstance to which he owes his pre- 
sent comfort,-^and^' when the opportunity 
offered, has never failed to visit the play- 
house, when he always regards the spot 
where he became so, remarkable, with a 
degree of sensibility which does him equal- 
honour with that which made his fortune. 
He is now, as you may perceive, grown old 
and feeble; but while he has sufficient 
strength, he will continue, occasionally, to 
attend the theatre with the devotion of a 
pilgrim, who returns again and again to the 
altar, whose guardian power he believes to 
have been propitious to him. 

" But it is now time for us to be gone,** 
added the Demon ; ** and we will, if you 
please, change the mifnic scenes of the 
stage, for those of real life. — ^Before you 
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return to your hotel, I will expose to your 
view a few of those which are now per- 
forming in the immediate neighbourhood 
of this place. 



CHAP. VI, 

What the Dbvil upon Two Sticks shewed 
Don Cleofas in the Ficinity of the 
Theatre. 

They had no sooner quitted the playhouse, 
than the Demon, taking his friend by the 
arm, mounted with hirh to the top of an 
house in an adjoining street, where they 
were very commodiously plaeed to com- 
mand a view of whatever was going for- 
ward in that quarter. 

" I see a very singular kind of tete-cU 
tc*te/* said Don Cleofas, " in a room on the 
first floor of the opposite house, between a 
smart, well-dressed woman and an elderly 
gentleman, of a plain, but very decent ap- 
pearance. — Their conversation appears to 
be of such a serious nature, that I should 

VOL. I. G 
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imagine they had been at the theatre which 
we have just left, and were considering the 
various affecting circumstances of the tra- 
gedy which was there represented/ '* The 
business that occupies their attention/' in- 
terrupted Asmodeus, " has somewhat of a 
tragical catastrophe mingled with it; 
though I am disposed to believe, that it 
will convey a comical image or two to your 
fancy. The gentleman is a very respectable 
iflerchant, whose credit is equal to the first 
of those who tread the Exchange of Lon- 
don. He has been a widower many years, 
—preserves a very formal exterior in his 
manners, — goes to church twice every Sun- 
day, — and is continually warning his young 
acquaintance of the danger of seduction, 
and the wickedness of the age. But all 
his piety and , moral wisdom does not re- 
strain him from now and then paying a 
quiet visit to the snug little brothel iii 
which you now see him, — and where he 
has, this evening, met with an old ac- 
quaintance, whom he little expected to see 
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m safch a place ; and who could not suppose 
it to be written in the chapter of possibi- 
Kties, that she should Jbe introduced to him, 
on such an occasion. On entering the 
room she stopped short on seeing him, and 
could not help exclaiming, in a tone of the 
utmost amazement, * Heaven bless me ! — 
is it possible, Sir, that it can be you ?' — 
When he replied, with equal surprize, 
• Lord, Nanny ! is it possible that it can be 
you ?'•;— However, they were both very soon 
convinced that their eye-sight, at least, did 
not deceive them. To explain this matter," 
continued the Demon, ** you must know, 
that Nancy had lived upwards of three 
year^ as a servant-maid with this M^orthy 
gentleman; and as she was young, and 
well-liking, he had often cast an eye of 
concupiscence upon her; but her demeanour 
was, at all times, so perfectly modest and 
discouraging, that he was afraid to risk the 
character he supported, in making any amo- 
rous proposal to her. On the other hand, 
INanny, wha never made her master's bed 

G 2i 
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but she wished to partake of it, was so con- 
vinced of Ills austere virtue, and the regu- 
lar, well- controlled arrangement of his 
passions, that she never dared to throw out 
the leering lure of invitation to him, for 
fear of being instantaneously turned out of 
his doors. Tired, however, of the sober, 
uncheery life she led in his family, Nanny, 
at length, quitted his service, and, with a' 
little secret assistance from a journeyman 
packer in the neighbourhood, quickly got 
rid of that chastity with which she bad 
. been so long, and so unwillingly burthened. 
From that period, she has supported her- 
self by the sale of her charms; and, this 
night, the hypocrite maid, and the hypo- 
crite master, were destined to come to a 
full explanation with each other, on their 
secret merits ;— and they are, at this mo- 
ment, mutually lamenting that they should, 
both of them, be such complete idiots as 
to h-ive passed three years under the same 
roof, and in a state of daily communica-. 
tion, without having discovered each others 
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real inclinations. — But the more melan- 
choly part of the story rests with the old 
gentleman ; for the three years of Nanny's 
servitude with him, formed a very critical 
part of his life ; and since they separated, 
age has come so fast upon him, that his 
visits to this quarter of the town, manifest 
rather the depravity of his passions, than 
the power of gratifying them. 

• *^ But with respect to depravity," conti^ 
nued Asmodeus, " the room on the groimd- 
floor of the same house affords an exhibi- 
tion that almost shocks your humble ser- 
vant, — The group of wanton harlots, who 
ere dancing about the room in every kind 
of lascivious attitude, are thqs employed to 
amuse the gentleman who sits in the cor- 
ner of it, and occasionally claps his hands, 
as a token of applause, when any particular 
or adroit stroke of indecency is committed 
or uttered ; for they are all singing as well 
as dancing; and the language'' of their 
Bong is in perfect unison with the motion 
of their bodies. He is a foreign minister, 
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who is fond of diverting himself in this 
depraved and abandoned wanner, with the 
most depraved and abandoned women that 
can be procured for the purpose'* — ^* But, 
in the name of wonder I" exclaimed Don 
Cleofas, ** what can be the next feat they 
are commanded to perform ? — for, if my 
eyes do not deceive me, they are all prepar-» 
ing, without the least ceremony, to strip off 
every garment that helps to cover thearu'* 
" Your sight/' replied the Demon, " ig 
true to its purpose ; — for his libidinous Exp- 
ediency is going to finish his evening's re- 
gale, by seeing, whether the lascivious agir 
lity of his figuiirates will not be mcr^8e4 
when they repeat the dance as naked as 
they were bora.^ ^' I am »m%zed that the 
fiddler himself^'* said Don, Cleofas, *' ea^ 
support such a; spectacle of obscenity ; but 
I suppose, poor fellow, that necessity hc^ 
familiarized him to these shocking scenes s 
or that the bcibe is proportioned to the dia- 
grace of administering to themi'* " Dq 
not be alarmed^ I hetsecch you/* answered 



Asmodeus, ^^ for the feelings of the musir 
cian. There is a delicacy in the business^ 
which, perhaps, you may not suspect, — the 
fiddler employed by his Excellency, on thes^ 
occasions, is a blind one* 

" But permit me,'* continued he, ** to 
transfer your attention to two young wo- 
men in an upper room of the next house, 
who have just been performing a strange 
apd cruel sacrifice at the altar of libidinqujs 
passion* The favourite lover of one of 
them, to whom she is attached by affectiop 
as well as interest, has been so long abseqt 
in the tQuntry, that she is afBicted with 
the niost alarming dou];>ts concerning hi;$ 
return and fidelity. To ha^tep th^ fo^- 
mer, and to preserve the latter, she has b^ 
Feqourse to a superstitious rite, which the 
violence and weakness of hope and fear 
appears to have borrowed from what is re- 
corded of the philtres and love- potions of 
the darker ages. For this jp^urpose, a liv^ 
pigeon has been cut open, its panting hea^-t 
was then taken from the reeking br^as^j 
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and, after being transfixed with pins, cast 
into the fire and consumed. They are stiH 
pale from the working up of this cruel 
charm ; not so much from the barbarity of 
the business, as the idea that it is a diabo* 
I'rcal invention. For the Devil, as you well 
know, is the very convenient personage to 
whose fertile spirit of discovery mankind 
are so obliging as to attribute their follies 
as well as their crimes. Hdwever, to 
such strange arts and curious spells do these 
wret:hed, ignorant females have recourse, 
to encourage that hope which is iheir only 
support, and is continually threatening to 
abandon thert. For, among the most li- 
centious of these unhappy women, there 
are many who possess such a rooted afFec- 
tion for a particular object, that the idea 
of loosing his regard, distresses them beyond 
expression, though they encounter all the 
inconveniences of their wretcheil and for- 
tuitous life with the most depraved insensi- 
bility : while there are others of the same 
class, in whom pride, rivalry, and interest, 
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produce apprehensions of equal nnisery. 
Hence it is, that a life of continual fear, 
and which possesses no resource from the 
exercise of reason, begets the anxious su- 
perstition which makes hourly application 
to signs and tokens, to the oracles of cards 
and advertising fortune-tellers, and, some- 
times, to such strange ceremonies as I have 
just described, in order to sooth the ha- 
rassed and debilitated mind with the sha- 
dows of consolation. Not that this spe- 
cies of folly is wholly confined to this class 
of people : — there are those, in the more 
honourable ranks of life, who are, at times> 
affected with similar weakness : some amu- 
sing examples of which I shall discover to 
you, before we have finished our career 
through this metropolis.'" ^ Neverthe- 
less,*' said Don Cleofas, smiling, " this 
nation is the most enlightened upon the 
face of the globe ! It is in the power of 
your logic alone, my good friend, to re- 
concile such a character with the account 
you have just given me.*' '* Yourdisposi^ 

G 3 
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tion to make a sarcastic observation/^ replied 
the Demon, " outruns your judgment i 
and to restore the latter, I must beg leave 
to inform you^ that human infirmity is. as 
universal as the human race, and that even 
the wisdom of man is only a lesser degree 
of weakness. But it may be proper for me 
to observe, in my turn, by way of illustra- 
tion, that while, in your country, the most 
miserable superstition is seen triumphant, at 
all times, and in all places; while it lives ia 
your churches, frequents your palaces, vi- 
sits the chambers of your coquettes, min- 
gles with the studies of your philosopher!^ 
and with the wisdom of your wise men ; 
while it is found in your streets and high- 
ways, — while your nation gives to it the 
character and sacred sanction of religion,—- 
these forms of it which I have mentioned, 
^re here applied to only by the weak, the 
ignorant, and the wretched, and these ap- 
plications are made in secrecy and silence ; 
nor wotild tjie veriest wretch who makes 
her doubtful appeal to them^ acknowledge^ 
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withotit a blush, that she had any con- 
fidence in them. 

" But let me now," continued AsmodeuSj^ 
^' request you to look into the first-floor of 
the house adjoining.*' " I see/' said Don 
Cleofas, a young woman of an engaging 
appearance, who is opening a basket with 
the most eager impatience. Her mourning 
dress becomes her, and is put on, I pre- 
sume, to decorate a temporary widowhood, 
which the sated passion of son)e fickle 
gallant may have occasioned.'* " You 
Xicver were more mistaken injour life, than 
in this conjecture/* answered the Demon, 
" her lover is constancy itself, and continu- 
ally risks the being turned out of his 
father's doors, to say no worse, in order to 
court her favour. 

" He is the son of a capital innkeeper 
in the city, whose house is a very eminent 
receptacle for public vehicles, of every kind, 
from various parts of the kingdom ; and 
from these the young man is continually 
purloining some.delicacy or other for her 
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fable ; not a week passes but some honest 
citizen is disappointed at the failure of an 
expected present from the country ; while 
servants are as often discharged for neglect 
or roguery by the astonished innkeeper, 
who suspects every-body about him of 
these petty thefts but the real thief. The 
basket which you have seen opened, con- 
tains a fine piece of venison, for which the 
stomach of a voracious Alderman is crav- 
ing in vain. As for the lady's dress, it 
derives its colour from a cause which would 
baffle even your happy spirit of conjecture. 
You must know then, that their Majesties 
have lately lost a German cousin, and the 
Lord Chamberlain*s orders for mourning at 
the Court of St. James'-s, are most regularly 
obeyed in the courts of Drury-Iane." 

« Weli,'^ said Don Cleofas, " this self- 
same love isa most wonder- workinggeniusj 
and, if I am not greatly mistaken, he is 
playing another of his games in that room 
with yellow furniture, where a ydung lady, 
leaning oaa table, alternately contemplates 
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and kisses the picture of her lover ; and as 
she appears to be dissolved in sorrow, I am 
afraid that the object of her affection is 
either absent or faithless/* — " Your con- 
jectures of late/' answered Asmodeus, 
** have not been fortunate, and this is in 
the same predicament. Though the un- 
happy person who is the object of your pre- 
sent attention, inhabits a quarter of the 
town peculiarly consecrated to the votaries 
of the licentious passions, and has herself 
been the wretched victim of them, there 
is more real goodness in her heart, and a 
more enlarged capacity for virtue in her 
character, than is to be found in many of 
those who possess the blessing of reputa- 
tion ; because they have never experienced 
the application of those delusive arts, which 
render an effectual resistance against temp- 
tation, the most arduous efibct o£ female 
lesolution. 

" The picture she holds in her hand, at 
the sight of which she weeps with such 
deep sorrow^ and presses with such lively 
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emotion to her lips, is the portrait of her 
fether, and was his last gift.— -He was a 
clergyman of rare learning, and uncommon 
excellence; but bis preferment in the church 
was too moderate, his benevolence too ex- 
tensive, and his "life too short, to allow him 
to make an independent provision for hift 
daughter. — He had, by the interest of an 
eminent London merchant, who had pur* 
chased an estate in his parish, obtained an 
employment for bis son in the East Indies^ 
and his daily prayer to Heaven was, that 
he might live to see his daughter settled in 
some way or other that promised a 
life of virtue* But this petition of his 
heart was not granted ; and he was takeU 
away when a friendless state is most dan- 
gerous to female youth. Perceiving that 
his last moments drew nigh, he called his 
daughter to his bed-side, and giving her 
the picture which is now the object of her 
mournful contemplation, ' Receive,' said he, 
• this resemblance of your dying feiher; it 
hung from^ the neck of your mother till she 
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was taken from me; iand/if, when yon 
regard it, it should recal to your mind the 
counsels of this afTecting hour, it may 
prove, with the assistance of Heaven, af 
kind of talisman, to preserve you from the- 
paths of error, and keep you firm in the 
ways of virtue/ Without entering into a 
further .detail, the instructions which h& 
had continually given her through life,. 
were such as immediately preceded his 
death* The worthy man died in the com- 
fortable hope that they would avail to pre- 
serve his child ; and weeping over his bier,, 
she made a solemn vow, in spite of alt 
distress and every temptation, to obejf 
them. — But what are the vows of youth,, 
sensibility, and inexperience, in such a 
world as this ? — they enabled her, indeed^ 
to make seduction a long and a difficult 
task, but they couW not finally preserve 
her from it. 

*' She had, however, remained upwards 
of a year in the family of an opulent 
£irmerj, the friend and parishioner of hei? 
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father, who had kindly promised that he 
would take care of her, and her little for- 
tune, till some fair opportunity offered of 
settling her in the world, when the son of 
the London merchant, who had provided 
for her brother in the East Indies^ came 
down into the country to take possession of 
the estate, which, I have already observed, 
his father, who was lately dead, had pur- 
chased in the place where she lived. He 
saw the young lady, was smitten with hef 
beauty, and determined to employ every 
means that his passion could suggest, to 
seduce her. For this purpose a thousand 
arts were employed, and baffled ; as many 
offers were made, and rejected : at length, 
after a long and fruitless pursuit, he pro- 
posed a secret marriage, to which she was 
persuaded to consent. Indeed, the mar- 
riage was so secret, that no person legally 
qualified to perform the ceremony was pre- 
sent at it ; for, among those who assisted 
at this fraudulent union, she alone was pure 
m heart who was to be the victim of it;. 
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** When this stratagem had succeeded, 
she was easily deceived into his views of 
living in retirement ; in which situation she 
remained in a mingled state of anxiety and 
contentment, till his public marriage with 
another opened her eyes upon the melan- 
choly state of disgrace in which his arts and 
her own credulity had involved her. The 
embassadress, who had been appointed by 
her betrayer to announce this dreadful 
information, and who had been previously 
introduced to her acquaintance, for that 
and other wretched purposes, was a woman 
who, having been long engaged in the 
trade of administering to licentious plea- 
sures, possessed all those arts which are so 
often, and with so much success, employed 
to seduce female virtue. These arts she 
did not fail to exert, when the unfortunate 
young woman sunk into that state of afflic- 
tion, which might be supposed to possess 
her tender and honest heart, from the bar- 
barous treatment of the man she loved, 
the mortification her pride must feel from 
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such a cruel deception, and the sensibility 
of a virtuous mind for the loss of virtue. 
To heighten the misery of her situation, 
she was abandoned by her seducer^ not only 
to dishonour, but to want; and in this 
state of distress, there was no one but this 
infamous woman to whom she could apply 
for counsel or assistance. — To her, there- 
fore, she made application, and in her 
house she was invited to find the asylum of 
friendship ; when, after a certain period set 
apart for the forms and artifice of consola- 
tion, the unfortunate victim discovered that 
she was gradually preparing for a life of 
prostitution. Without a single ray of hope 
to gleam on her future pro&pect, — not 
knowing what to do, or where to go, with 
tears streaming from her eyes, and despair 
agitating her heart, she told her miserable 
history to a gentleman ; who^ though he 
'Was not introduced to her to hear a melan- 
choly tale, was so aftected by what she 
related, that he persuaded her, as a far 
lesser evil of the two, to quit the place 
' where s^e then was, and to accept a con- 



IN ENGLAND* 130 

ditional protectbn from him, which he has 
since afforded her ; and she now resides 
where you see her, supported by him with 
sonaa degree of tenderness and generosity. 
But still she i^ wretched beyond expression, 
and has frequently approached the resolu- 
tion of apply ing to self-destruction a&thecure 
of her woes ;— and were it not for the por- 
trait gf her father, which, as she devoutly 
contemplates it, seems to inspire her with 
patience to bear her misery a little longer, 
she would have already been the victim of 
her own despair, 

•* But I will comfort you, my friend,'' 
continiied' Asmodeus, ** with the assurance 
that her present sufferings are drawing 
Bigh to a period* Her brother, whom the 
accumulated arts of her betrayer had repre^ 
sented as being dead, will shortly arrive i» 
England from the East Indies, with the 
acquisition of great wealth, and without the 
loss of his early virtues. His fraternal 
kindaess will snatch her from her present 
miserable situation, and gild the retirement 
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to which she will devote her future life, 
with all the happiness her wounded spirit 
will be able to enjoy. 

*' But is there no punishment,'* exclaimed 
Don Cleofas, " in this enlightened coun- 
try, for such base betrayers of innocence ?' 
'^ There is none,'' answered the Demon, 
** adequate to the offence ; and the brother 
of this injured young lady, however ardent 
he may be for revenge, will leave it to the 
hand of Heaven, rather than, by an actual 
and avowed exercise of it, expose his sister's 
disgrace to the curious notice, and unfeel- 
ing eye of the public. — For though you may 
think, and with great justice, that such an 
history should be made known, to cover 
the author of it with the most indelible 
shame, it is an act of real prudence, — in re- 
gard to the unfortunate lady, — to \et the 
■guilty transaction remain in its present state 
of secrecy ; that her retreat may iioi be in- 
truded upon by the inconsiderate and busy 
calumny of a prying and unpitying world. 
But as 1 perceive your great uneasiness that 
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such a villain should escape punishment, 
be assured, niy friend, that the scourge of 
more than human punishment will over- 
take him: and I faithfully promise jou, 
that within a few days, the spirit of justice 
which now so nobly actuates your mind, 
with respect to this man, shall be fully sa- 
tisfied, 

" But to change the subject a little : — 
What think you of the scene which, is act- 
ing in the upper story of the corner house 
to the left of us?" " There is embracing 
with a vengeance/' answered Don Cleofas ; 
" the lady is in actual raptures ; and as the 
gentleman appears to be in the dress of a 
traveller, I presume that he is returned from 
the country, after a long and tedious ab- 
sence/' '' He is, indeed, returned from the 
country/' said the Demon; " his absence, 
however, lias only been for a few hours, 
and his journey but a few miles round the 
metropolis. Nevertheless, in the course of 
it, he has contrived to ease the passengers 
in four stage-coaches, and as many post- 
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chaises, besideis a few solitary horsemen, of 
their watches and money. He is no !e8i 
than a very notorious highwayman; and 
the faithful nymph's raptures proceed from 
having a principal part of the spoil thrown 
into her lap. As for the man himself, she 
has such a fond and rooted affection for 
him, that, after having passed the night in 
his arms, she will hasten to give the police 
such information concerning him, that 
he will be very shortly taken, condemned, 
and hanged ; and so distant is her tender 
nature from feeling any remorse or com- 
punctions on the occasion, that she will 
read the account of his last dying speech 
and confession, with the same sang froid 
with which she has perused those of 
several others of her gallants, whom she 
has, in the same manner, caressed and 
betrayed. 

'* That gay Miss, in the adjoining 
house, is one of the mistresses of an old 
Dutch merchant, famous, in his day, for 
his exi)ensive gallantries; and who will pre- 
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serve some remains of his former character 
to the end of the chapter." " Does the. 
old gentleman^ then,'* said Don Cleofas, 
** lean a little to the doctrine of Mahomet, 
And keep a seraglio ?'* — " He confines him- 
self/* answered Asmodeus, ** to three sul- 
tanas, besides his wife. Two of them are 
supported in different degrees of elegance, 
in opposite parts of the town ; and the third 
dta small villa, a few miles in the country. 
The day of love is past with him, and he 
now amuses himself with the whimsical 
idea of making each of his ladies believe 
that she possesses an unrivalled power in 
his heart ; and when he visits them all, 
which he frequently does, in the course of 
the same day, he hugs himself in thedearly- 
pufchased and idle belief, that they are 
individually ignorant of his other connec- 
' tions ; and, therefore, extremely careful to 
preserve the happiness of his protection. 
This flattering deception satisfies the old 
dupei while each of his damsels maintains 
a favourite gallant at his expense: and 
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they all occasionally meet at each others 
houses, to join in the common wish of 
long life to their common friend. His 
wife, also, who flatters him with appearing 
to be ignorant of his manoeuvres, contrives 
to solace herself, in his absence, with the 
tender visits of a young West-India mer- 
chant." 

^' Jiut what a scene of confusion do I 
see in the house adjoining?" said Don 
Cleofas. *' II is a pleasant comedy enough,*' 
answered the Demon ; *^ a sober, exemplary 
young man, paying an evening visit to a 
little secret mistress, has discovered his old, 
lecturing, hypocritic father, whom the last 
faint flame of a libidinous passion had led 
to the same place, gasping for breath in 
the unavailing retreat of a clothes press. — 
This very unexpected rencontre, occasions, 
as you may perceive, no small confusioa 
among the parties. But, after B little al- 
tercation, the father and the son will shake 
hands, agree to keep the business a pro- 
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found secret, and return home together 
the best friends in the world. 

*^ And now, if you please, my dear sir/* 
continued Asmodeus^ " we will do the 
same ; btit with somewhat more expedi- 
tion/' — Don Qeofas had scarce expressed 
his consent, when he found himself safely 
Jaiided at the door of his hotel. 



CHAP. VIL 

The Devil upon Two Sticks conducts Dotr 
Cleofas into the City : An Account of 
what he shews him there, 

A VERY particular commission had' so 
engaged the Devil upon Twt> Sticks, 
that it was noon before he could return to 
ihe service of his friend. — '* You are ar- 
rived most opj>ortunely," said Don Cleofed, 
on seeing* h!tn ent^r his chamber, " to dis- 
sipate the alarms I was beginning most se- 
riously to entertains both for you and my- 
self.*' ** I art! in na danger here,'* an- 
swered' Astoodeus, ^* but from the malice 
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of my own brethren, in case I should in- 
terfere with their particular departments — 
envy and jealousy being the leading pas- 
tsions of our fraternity ; but while we remain 
together, you may rest assijred of my. pru- 
dence and precaution. You must, know, 
however, my good friend, that the parti- 
cular business of my ministry is not car- ; 
ried on in England with such expedition as 
in your country, or indeed, in any other 
part of Europe. In France, the women 
scarce embarrass themselves at all about 
resigning their conjugal fidelity : — It is 
not the how, and the when, but the whom, 
which gives them a moment's uneasiness — 
so that I have nothing to do, but to bring 
an agreeable object before them, and the 
business is completed. You know the faci- 
lity of these arrangements in Spain as well 
as myself; but in this cold climate of reason 
and good sense, the task of undermining 
the fabric of female virtue is oftentimes ex- . 
tremely difficult. — Evqr since I parted from 
youi^ I have been renewing my endeavours 
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t© destroy one of these little fortifica- 
tions ; in which attempt I have been hi- 
therto so unsuccessful, and see so little pro*- 
bability of attaining my ends, that if I had 
not received directions from superior power 
to continue my operations, I should with- 
out hesitation raise the siege. 

** The lady's name is j4manda: her hus- 
band, whom she was persuaded by her pa- 
rents to marry when -she was very young, 
and whom she never loved with tenderness, 
treats her with neglect. She sees and feels 
it, but acts as if she was, what I must ac- 
kaowledge she well deserves to be, the ob- 
ject of his most faithful affection, — ^This, 
however, is not all : — There is a most ami- 
able and accomplished gentleman, an in- 
timate friend of the family, whose name is 
SempronitiSy for whom she has long enter- 
tained a much greater regard than she her- 
self suspects. She little thinks what the 
real state of her mind is, when she frequent- 
ly says, in the secret moments of her dis- 
tress, *^ Alas ! if I bad been married to such 
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a man as Sempronius, how happy should I 
have been." He is also deeply enamoured 
of her, but such is his opinion of her vir« 
tae, that though the impulsive moment 
of ardent passion does arise, he dare not ex- 
pose it) even to the most distant suspicion, 
lest it should banish him for ever from the 
friendship of an heart that he highly values, 
and which he believes to be impregnable 
to the more tender solicitations. This 
was a scene, as you will readily perceive, 
in which I was formed to take a very ac- 
tive part: — Both parties appeared to want 
a little of my assistance, and I was prepared 
to give it, to the full extent of my power." 
^^ At this time Amanda's husband is gone 
into the country, and has taken a little 
vulgar drab of a mistress along with him. 
Of this mortifying circumstance I took 
care, by the aid of a good-natured female ' 
friend, that she should be fully informed. 
And yesterday evening, when Sempronius 
drank tea with her, I had contrived that he 
should appear more amiable in her sight 
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than he had ever done before. In short. 
I now began to entertain the hope that ano- 
ther meeting of this kind would com- 
plete the business. — However, that no aid 
might be wanting on my part, I passed the 
night by her bed-side ; and while I alter- 
nately raised her passions, and alarmed her 
pride, I presented the form of Sempronius 
continually to her fancy. In an amorous 
dream, which I also inspired, she saw him 
at her feet, and acknowledged the force of 
her passion for him. In the morning she 
arose, agitated and unhappy, and the first 
object which she saw on her dressing table^ 
was a billet from Sempronius, dictated by 
me, which proposed, in terms of more 
than common animation, to repeat the t^te 
d tHeoi the preceding evening. She open- 
ed it with some emotion, — read it twice, 
threw it, after a moment's hesitation, into 
the fire, and formed an immediate resolu- 
tion to receive no visitor whatever but her 
near relations, during her husband's ab- 
sence. She then rang the bell with some 



150 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS* 

violence, and gave the most positive order* 
for that purpose. Though I was surprised, 
I did not despair, till I saw the sunshine of 
virtue beam on her countenance, and heard 
her order her breakfast to be taken up inta 
the nursery, that she might partake it with 
her children. 

** At this moment I flew to you. to renew 
our daily peregrination." " Well,*' said 
Don Cleofas, *' many and great as my 
obligations are to .my friend, I cannot 
but express a most sincere satisfaction that 
this amiable woman has escaped him."— 
" But if you had been Sempronius," said 
the Demon, *^ what would then be your 
opinion?" ** Why, then," answered Don 
Cleofas, '* I should be deeply in love, and 
fit for a Devil to work upon. Neverthe- 
less, with all my sensibility to the sarcasm 
pf your question, I would willingly make 
a long pilgrimage to see the woman who 
has so completely got the better of you/' 
*' Within these few days,*' replied Asmo- 
deus, *^ you shall enjoy that pleasure with-* 
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©ut the trouble of a very long journey.— 
At present, we will, if you please, proceed 
on our morning 8 tour, and see what amuse- 
ment the busy scene of mercantile life will 
afford you. 

" That superb building," said Asmode- 
us, as they passed along the Strand, " con- 
tains a nest of public offices. But it will 
interest us only as a part of it is devoted to 
the Royal Academy of painting and sculp- 
ture. At present, however, I shall pass it 
by, with a promise to introduce you to the 
first public meeting of the artists who com- 
pose it. That assembly will be found to 
contain some interesting and singular cha- 
racters among the painters of this country ; 
which I shall not fail to expose in colours 
equal to their-own. 

*' That gate before us,'* continued he, 
as they proceeded on their walk, " is called 
Temple Bar. It forms the limits betweeri 
the cities of London and JVesiminster ; and 
when the King goes at any time, in state, 
into the city, this gate is shut, till the offi* 
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cers who precede his Majesty have made a 
formal demand of admission. This miserable 
remnant of useless pride; affords the only 
reason that can be assigned for the folly of 
the corporation of London^ in suffering it to 
remain a daily, and even a dangerous ob- 
struction to the principal entrance into their 
city. It has also served to expose the heads 
of traitors,' which were fixed on poles erect- 
ed on the top of it. But there is no rea- 
son whatever to suppose that it will again 
be adorned with similar trophies of national 
justice. The people of thb country are 
now too united and too happy to rebel.—- 
They enjoy the liberty of speaking their 
sentiments on all political subjects ; and 
individuals may grumble and complain 
without reserve, if they feel any public 
measures unpleasant to themselves: but 
such displeasure, though sometimes loud, is 
always partial, and soon evaporates. There 
are ambitious men in this country, as there 
have been in every other ; who, with great 
talents, possess an ardent love of power ; 
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these men have their adherents, who, with- 
out principle and without fortune, attach 
themselves to their leaders, in the hope of 
aiding their elevation to power, and sha- 
ring in the emoluments of it. Such men 
may form a party who will thwart the wisest 
measures of government, and oppose even 
the best interests^of their country, to drive, 
if possible, a ministry from their posts, in 
order that they may be called to fill them. 
But influenced as they nrjay be, by such an 
audacious passion as ambition, or goaded 
by such anidfipelling principle as necessity, 
they well know that it would prove the 
destruction of all their prospects, if they 
were to venture beyond the limits of that 
good order which is a constituent part of 
true liberty. 

*^ But to put an end to our political mo- 
ralising — let me intreat you to observe, 
how well furnished all these shops appear 
to be with goods of every sort, and purcha- 
sers of every kind. What animation in 
^e looks, and activity in the motions, of 

H 3 
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those who are employerl in the service o€ 
them. It may surprise you, perhaps, but 
small as these houses may appear to you^ 
.the annual rent of many of them would: 
give pomp, as well as plenty, to a proud 
Hidalgo of your country. You are now 
in the tumult of trade, — the throng whichs 
you can hardly penetrate, and the number 
of carriages which perplex our progres»^. 
are all, more or less, concerned in it«"-r- 
*^ Indeed," said Dmi Cleofas, *^ if it were- 
not for your assistance, I should be trod* 
den under the feet of the one, and deafened 
by the clatter of the other." 

** If this bustling kind of walking,'* 
3aid the Demon, " is disagreeable to you^ 
I have interest enough, I believe, to pro- 
cure a coach for you in a moment." ^' I 
humbly thank you,'* answered Don Cleo- 
fas, ^' but the accident which that elegant; 
equip«ige has this moment encountered^ 
has rather put me out of conceit with the 
mode of conveyance you are so kind as to 
propose. Did you not see how that loaded 
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cart tore the painted wheel from its axle- 
tree, and threatened the gilded carriage it- 
self with destruction, not to mention the 
poor, affrighted gentleman within it? 

" He is a very eminent merchant/' said 
the Devil upon Two Sticks, *' who is go- 
ing from his fine house at the fashionable 
end of the town, to his accompting-house 
in the city, and is now threatening the car- 
man most vehemently with a prosecution 
for an accident, which arose from the im- 
pertinence of his own coachman; notchu- 
sing just now to remember, that to carts, 
and machines of similar conveyance, he 
is, in some degree, indebted for the very 
coach whose fracas so violently enrages 
him. It is not, however, the expense 
of such an accident that affects him : — 
His petulance proceeds from the mortifica*- 
tion of being obliged to walk through 
those very streets where he himself and 
his forefathers have carried parcels under 
their arms, and some of them, perhaps, 
burdens on their backs. As a merchant^ 
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he is a person of most established credit ; 
as a man, he is proud, supercilious, and 
unfeeling. His father was a soapboiler, 
of good character ; but it is from his uncle, 
who bred him up, and to whose fortune, as 
well as business, he succeeded, that he de- 
rived his wealth ; and by some connections 
he made in marriage, his personal impor- 
tance has been very unexpectedly aug- 
mented. He is now,^ indeed, a very great 
man, — talks of his landed property, — boasts 
of venison from his park, — game from his 
manors, and pines from his hot-house; and 
tells his city friends how glad he shall be 
to see them, when they come into the 
neighbourhood of S.t. James's. — Asks some 
of them to dine with him the following 
week, and gives them the choice of any 
day except four, when he is particularly 
engaged with a noble Lord of his acquaint- 
ance, three Members of Parliament, and 
two or three other persons of great conse- 
quence in Administration, who have in- 
vited themselves to take a family dinner 



IN ENGLAND. 157 

Avith him. But, with all his wealth and 
consequence, he cannot alter the nature of 
things; and many good- humoured people 
will not cease to remember the dunghill 
that produced the gilded bug. His bro- 
ther, alas! inherited the trade of their 
common father, — and is still a soap- 
boiler." 

^' But what stupendous and magnificent 
structure is this, which we are now ap- # 
proaching?'* exclaimed Don Cleofas. — 
*'It is the Cathedral of St. Paul, and the me- 
tropolitan church oi Great Britain: except 
that of St. Peter's, at Rome, it is the finest 
church in the world. But as you will be 
able to examine its beauty and magnifi- 
cence at another opportunity, and with- 
out my assistance, we will not interrupt 
the progress of the day by stopping to 
consider it. Besides, to tell you the truth, 
it is not in my department. The Demon 
df hypocrisy has the superintendance of all 
places of public worship, where he is fully 
employed i and if I am permitted to perch 
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in any of them for a few minutes, it i? 
solely by his permission, to direct the looks 
and ogles of young^ people, and to open 
the prayer books of the unmarried women 
in that page which contains the marriage 
ceremony; so that, instead of listening to- 
the voice of the preacher, ' preach he never 
so wisely,' they may make little interesting- 
sermons for themselves, from the wellr 
known text of * increase and multiply.' 

** Observe^ I beg of you," continued As- 
modeus, "thatspruce, well-dressed, highly- 
powdered gentleman, in a blue coat, who 
is crossing the way towards us. What 
a self-complacent smile sits upon his coun* 
tenance; and with what a good-humour- 
ed ease he salutes his acquaintance, to- 
the right and left, as he passes along. — 
He is the natural son of an eminent- 
Russia merchant, atid by profession an 
insurance- broker and underwriter of ship- 
ping ; who, without five grains of real 
underst^^nding, has won his way to wealth; 
and professional cojQbequence, by the,prpc-^ 
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tice of that universal good-humour and 
submissive disposition, that serves to flatter 
the vanity, or supply the lesser wants of su- 
perior si tuatior>. His natural and acquired 
connections raised him, by degrees, to a 
considerable portion of business ; and hav- 
ing elevated himself, by an assiduous ci- 
vifity, from little better than the contempt, 
to the regard of a lady, the widow of an 
honest, but unsuccessful merchant, he suc- 
ceeded her former husband, who had been- 
bis intimate friend, in the matrimonial* 
possession of her. Her connections being- 
very considerable, he immediately rose into- 
mercantile importance, grew into wealth, 
got governmen^t contracts, engages for 
loans, has built an elegant villa on the 
banks of the Thames, and as he views 
the passing vessels, vaunts, with conscious 
pride, that at least one- half of all that saik 
beneath his view are insured by him. He 
considers himself in the first line of fashion- 
able citizens, gives his nanie to every list 
o£ public benefactions, and apes all the* 



l60 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

luxurious fashions of elegant life. Having 
lost his wife, he soon contrived, by a well- 
calculated and brokering arrangement, to 
get possession of another capital widow, 
and has taken a very handsome house in a 
principal street at the west end of the 
town. But wealth and good fortune beget 
an increase of ambition in weak minds, 
and he laments that certain mortifying cir- 
cumstances of his birth prevent him from 
becoming a Member of Parliament.** " He 
may console himself, at least,*' said Don 
Cleofas, " that he will leave a princely for- 
tune behind him." " That is," observed 
the Demon, " by no means a certain de- 
pendence ; for it frequently happens, in this 
city, that these money- speculators wha 
have begun the world with nothing, and, 
from fortuitous circumstances, have passed 
a number of intermediate years in all the 
luxury of wealth, quit life in much the 
same mtuation in which they began it. 

" That huge, heavy edifice,*' said Asmo- 
deus^ as they passed along, ^^ is the Man- 
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•ion- house of the chief magistrate of Lon- 
don. It is as inconvenient and tasteless 
within, ^s it is disgusting without. When 
a huilding of this nature was first proposed 
to be erected, many plans were presented 
by artists of great merit and character, and 
among them a design of the most classic 
beauty and appropriate accommodation by 
an Italian architect, and consequently a 
papist. It was highly approved and strongly 
recommended by a nobleman distinguished 
for his architectural science, of which he 
had given several pure and admirable ex* 
vmples in the buildings x^rected by himself : 
—but the wise corporation of this city, 
with a most judicious and liberal spirit of 
preference, determined, without hesitation, 
in favour of a design which was not only 
very much inferior to the rest, but, as you 
see, a disgrace to architecture itself, merely 
because it was produced by the wonderful 
genius of one of their own body, and con- 
sequently a protestanf' 

" And what place^ I pray you, is this 
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which we are now entering/' said Dorr 
Cleofas, ** where there appears to be as 
crowded an assembly of people as is usually 
aeen at our bull-feasts, m the great square 
at Madrid:' ** This, is the Royal Ex- 
change," replied the Demon, " which may 
be called the throne of British commerce; 
Here the merchants assemble at a certain 
hour every day to arrange theirrespective 
business with eachotlier, and to regulate, as 
it were^ the trade of the woild. The sta- 
tues of the British KiiTgs, which adorn this 
place, seem to look down with an air of 
complacence upon such a grand support of 
the prosperity and power of the British- 
crown. 

'* The statue in a niche beneath the 
colonnade, is of another kind: — It was 
€Tected by the merchants of London^ in 
honour of one of themselves; who, as a 
citizen, a magistrate, and a representative 
m Parliament, had, with great zeal, ability, 
and success, defended the rights of trade^ 
extended the limits of commerce, and sup^ 



ported the privileges of his fellow-citizens. 
This upright and venerable man, lived 
many years after this highly-merited token 
of public regard was placed where you now 
see it ; and remains a singular example of 
a statue or inscription being raised to a 
living character, which (such is the uncer- 
tain tenure of popular favour) the very 
persons who commanded its erection, did 
not wish to pull down or efface before the 
death of him, the virtues of whose life it 
was intended to perpetuate, 

*^ But we shall be enabled to take a bet- 
ter view of this commercial crowd," said 
Asmodeus, *^ and make our observations 
upon some of the individuals that compose 
It, with more ease, if we perch on one of 
the balconies above us/ In a moment Don 
Cleofas found himself looking down upon 
the mercantile assembly ; and the Demon 
immediately directed his attention to a little 
man, in a gray coat, who was engaged in 
deep conversation with an Armenian 
Merchant^ 
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" That person," said he, ** is a Jew, who 
possesses one of the first places in the 
synagogue of his nation, and is a character 
of credit and confidence in the place where 
he now stands ; both of which he deserves 
as little as the lowest pilferer of his tribe. — 
But he well knows the necessity of keeping 
a secret, — the divulging of which would 
undo him ; and he will contrive to carry 
the credit that is built upon it to his grave. 
You must know then, that, some years ago, 
he became a bankrupt, a misfortune which 
the most active, skilful, or conscientious 
trader, cannot always avoid : and he cotB- 
trived to make his creditors and the worM 
believe, that though his commerce had been 
unsuccessful, big conduct had been without 
reproach. He was, however, playing a 
deep, and a dangerous, though it proved a 
fortunate game ; for, according to the laws 
of this country, the bankrupt who conceals 
any part of his effects from his creditors, 
is liable to the severest penalties of them ; 
and this very concealment he ventured to 
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plncttse. When he appeared before the 
commissioners, to confirm the truth of the 
schedule he had delivered of his property 
by an oath, he took the watch from his 
pocket, and gave the cane from his hand, 
and swore that he had given up his all ; 
and he swore most truly : but as it is usual 
to return to persons in his situation, their 
little personal trinkets, whatever they may 
be, the watch and cane were returned to 
him by the unsuspecting creditors, who 
could not possibly divine, that the hollow 
part of the latter contained bank-notes to 
the amount of several thousand pounds.-— 
Thus he fulfilled the exterior obligations 
which the law required- was the pity of 
those very people whom he defrauded — got 
legally rid of all his debts, and remained in 
possession of a very considerable capital, 
which he drew forth in such a manner, as 
to evade all possibility of suspicion. The 
fruit of this fine stroke of knavery, is a 
state of prosperity, which integrity is not 
often known to attain. 
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*' The little man, with a long nose, and- 
a large rose to his hair, just beyond him, 
is one of the same nation; who affect* 
great liberality of sentiment, disdains all 
partial preference, and declares himself the 
votary of universal benevolence. As a proof 
of this disposition of mind, he has iatelj 
presented a superb set of ffew Testaments 
to the chapel of a public hospital : but the 
donor's name, in large golden characters, 
on their splendid covers, proclaims the silly 
vanity that governed this eccentric act of , 
generosity, and directs every action of his 
life. The person to whom the Jew appears 
to be making such repeated acknowledg- 
ments, is flattering him upon the subject of 
his Christian donation, with a view to an 
invitation to dinner, in which he has this 
moment succeeded ; so that the vanity of 
the one, and the appetite of the other, will . 
be equally gratified. 

'^That pleasant-looking nian, whom you 
see in the same quarter, dressed in blue, : 
who is shaking hands \vith every one around 
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him, is another of the tribe of Judah ; but 
a person of general estimation, as well as of 
great wealth. — He has lately subscribed, in 
a very generous manner, to the rebuilding 
the parish church of the village where he 
has a country-house. — But this donation 
was not the ofFspring of pride or vanity, or 
any interested passion, but proceeded from 
the sublime sentiment that God is the 
Father of all, and that the sincere worship 
of every religion, promotes his glory, and 
tends to complete the wise design of his 
providence in creating the world. 

. *' The person immediately beneath us, 
in a round hat and boots, and with a whip 
in his hand, is a merchant, who, by some 
bold and keen strokes in trade, has risen 
suddenly into wealth. He is just going 
out of town, to an estate he has purchased 
at a few miles distance, where he is now 
building a very handsome villa. The first 
stone of this edifice was laid about three 
months ago; but, such is the uncertain 
^tab^ of human afimrs, that before it eau 
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be glazed, the master of it will be.in that 
house which lasts till doomsday. 

" The man with whom he is engaged in 
conversation! is an architect; who^ with 
some little genius, a great share of pm- 
dence, and the most persevering industry, 
has raised a very large fortune. He was 
bred a sculptor, and in that difficult profes- 
sion, would never have risen above medio- 
crity ; but when he was already advanced 
in life, it appeared to him that there was a 
most favourable opening for an enterprising 
architect in this country :•— He, therefore, 
commenced that professioni; and though 
he, at first, built some houses; wilhdwil' stair- 
cases, and wae guilty o£ similar blmsders in 
the erection of others, yet, by unrenntting 
industry, adopting a novelty* of structure^ 
and rigidly adhering to his estimates, a very 
rare virtue, from some cause or other, in 
this class of meny he advanced himsdf into 
very great employment ; and, by the^ {c»ce 
of his persevering.character, hcwilMeave 
behind him some monuments of his archt-^ 
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%ett«ral skill, that will preserve his profes- 
^bnal name both from contempt and 
oblivion. 

" The Kttle man who is pushing through 
the crowd, and has a nod, a smite, or a 
•compliment for every one he passes, is an 
-adventurous stock-broker. His head is full 
of nothing but fine houses, elegant equi- 
pages, and all the trappings of luxurious 
Jife : — For if the public funds remain at 
their present price till next Monday, and 
there is no apparent reason why they should 
fall, he will be_ sixty thousand pounds richer 
than he is at this moment : but, alas ! be 
is on the verge of ruin. — A small party of 
bank-directors are, at this moment, forming 
a scheme for the advantage of certain indi- 
viduals, which will give such an unexpected 
turn to tlie business, as will darken all his 
golden prospects ; and, on casting up his 
accounts on Monday evening, he will find 
himself a debtor for twenty thousand 
pounds more than he has the means to pay* 
This sort of men compose the gamblers of 

VOL. f. I 
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commerce, who rise into sudden riches 
without respect, or sink into as suddea 
ruin without commiseration. 

" The tall, elderly gentleman," continued 
Asmr>deus, " who stands at the left of the 
statue in the centre of the Exchange, and 
is, at this moment, enlivening himself with 
a pinch of snufF, is of a vety different class. 
He is that truly respedtable character, of 
which, it must be acknowfedged, there are 
snany in this great city, that iennobles com- 
merce. Such is the nature of his concerns, 
and such his skill and integrity in conduct- 
ing the course of them, that his own pri- 
vate advantage may be truly considered as 
1^ public benefit. — By the commercial ex- 
crtions of such men, the public wealth h 
augmented, general industi'y is rewarded, 
and growing manufactures encouraged : — 
in short, they become, as it were, tiie chief 
springs of that grand commercial machine, 
which dispenses, through all the channels 
of individual industry and ingenuity, so 
much benefit to general sodety, and tends 
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«D efiectually to increase the national pros- 
perity. The British merchant sitting ia 
his counting-house, and arranging the con- 
cerns of his extensive commerce, is an 
object, whether we consider him in a poll* 
tical or philosophical view, of the first re- 
spect and consideration. At the moment 
when he commands the produce of tha 
distant world to flow into his warehouses, 
be forwards the cultivation of his own 
country, sets the wheel of the British ma* 
nufacturer in motion, holds forth the re- 
ward of industry to the active, and ani- 
mates, by his encouraging liberality, the 
exertions of genius ; while every wind that 
blows, serves to quicken the progress of 
his numerous ships to some or other of 
their various destinations in the different 
quarters of the globe. How superior is 
such a man in the eye of reason and of 
Heaven, to the noble of a thousand years, 
who has received his hereditary possessions 
without a single effort of his own, and 

enjoys them, even in the most favourabi* 

i2 
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description, under the influence of here- 
ditary pride, elegant passion, or refined 
luxury f ' 

** But what is that little n)an/' said Don 
Cleofiis, " with his wig so finely powdered,, 
and is now bustling through the crowd, 
with such apparent, impatience ?*' " He is 
a very busy, talkative tradesman," replied 
Asmodeus, " who is. hastening to a coflTee- 
hoiise, to get a glass of bitters, for the pur- 
pose of giving a very keen appetite, a more 
than common keenness, in order to do his 
duty at a great dinner, of which he is this 
day to partake. He is one of the common- 
council of this city, and has joined his 
brethren of the same ward with himself, 
in paying their alderman, who is at this 
time Lord-mayor, the compliment of in- 
viting him to a public banquet, given by 
themselves. These men are all tradesmen, 
who complain most bitterly of the scarcity 
of money, the weight of taxes, the pro- 
gress of luxury, and the dullness of trade; 
and have, therefore, consulted a very wise 
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economy in the proposed dinner, by order- 
ing it at so low a price as ten guineas a 
head/' 

*' Pray explain to me," said Don Cleofas, 
** the business of a man whom I have ob- 
served in different parts of the Exchange, 
speaking to different people, and as conti- 
nually noting something in his pocket- 
book, which he carries open in his hand/* 
" That is the printer of a newspaper," an- 
swered Asmodeus, " who oftentimes fre- 
quents this place to collect articles of in- 
telligence. He is now minuting one of a 
very curious nature, of which he has not 
knowledge sufficient to discover the object, 
and for which he bows as thankfully as if 
he could prove it to be true. It was com- 
municated to him by an arch, little dry-r 
gaiter, and affirms, that the reason of the 
King of Prussia having sent a large body 
of Wallachians into his duchy of Lepsberg^ 
on the Danube^ is on account of the Em* 
peror having demanded of the King of 
Poland^ part of the northern province of 
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Farihingmaniaj with its harbour on the 
island of Cyprus^ in the Archipelago. — 
With this important intelligence he will 
hapten home, to give it immediately to the 
press; and if it were not for the person 
who corrects it for him, and who, on look- 
ing in the geographical dictionary for the 
right orthography of Fartbingmania, will 
discover that there is no such place, this 
curious paragraph would actually appear, to 
enlighten the politics of to-morrow. 

** The person whom you see near the 
central statue, so awkwardly directing a let-* 
ler which he holds in bis hand, and a man 
standing beside him with an inkhom to 
supply him with the means of doing it, is 
a merchant and a member of Parliament, 
one of whose privileges it is to free a cer* 
tain number of letters daily from the ex* 
pense of postage, by directing them him* 
self. He is so proud of his senatorial cha- 
racter, that he is quite delighted with per- 
forming his present office in this inconve- 
luent, but public manner, in order to did* 
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play the consequence which he imagines to 
result from it. He has not common sense 
enough, on the present occasion, though 
be has a pretty considerable share of it in 
others, where his personal vanity is not 
immediately interested, to perceive that it 
betrays' the humility of his origin, and the 
laneanness of his character. 

" He is a man of some parts, and has 
plenty of that low cunning, which is so 
often seen in this country to attain its ob- 
j/ect. — By prudence, economy, watching 
opportunities, ^nd playing upon the weak- 
lig^s^a o( those> whose understanding were 
inliripr to his own» he has, at length, risea 
ftom.oneOf the lower branches of trade 
into sidmowbat of commercial consequence; 
while, by an artful system of flattery, he 
has sometimes induced those of superioi: 

• 

^understanding to tolerate the prominent 
Yulgai^ity of his uneducated character. It 
was an early principle of his life, and he 
hdB. ever adhered to it, never to buy a 
plumb biun wbea be could get a plaui one, 
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because there is as much nourishment in 
the one as in the other, and the latter is 
an halfpenny cheaper ; at the same time, 
when it may answer any adequate pur- 
pose, he will give a dinner, and entertain 
with an apparent spirit of hospitality. He 
has employed extraordinary pains in ac- 
quiring that sprinkling of common-place 
knowledge, which is to be gained from the 
study of those ephemeral publications with 
which the British press abounds. These 
acquisitions he strengthened and enlarged 
by an industrious application to dictionaries, 
by attaching to his memory strong and well- 
expressedopinions,critical,poHticaKbrothers,' 
gleaned from authors of reputation, which, 
when the opportunity offered, he would de- 
liver boldly as originating on the instantfrom 
his own mind; and by treasuring up the ex- 
pressions of clever men,»tobe adopted as the 
occasion called for them:— thus he qualified 
himself to assent, with an air of acquiescing 
importance, to the sentiments of those who 
knew more, and to assume a.peremptory tone 
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to those who knew less, than himself. He 
had also, partly from habit, and partly from 
confidence, acquired the faculty of deliver- 
ing himself with some degree of fluency. 
Thus he gained the first object of his am- 
bition, which was a character for know- 
ledge and abilities in his own inferior class 
of life : — for he w^ould let loose his opi- 
nions in divinity to young apothecaries and 
surgeons ; talk of physic to hackney cu- 
rates; discourse on history to milliners; 
and on politics to apprentices, merchants'' 
clerks, and shopmen. He was cautious 
with the attornies, for he suspected that 
some of tliem might be up to him. 

** He was now qualified to venture a step 
higher, and contrived to obtain admis- 
sion into some of those societies, where, 
under various names and pretences, men 
meet to eat and drink together. He made 
it- a constant practice to prepare himself, 
by reading on some popular topic, to shine 
at these meetings. If the subject for 

which he had studied was not started, he 

13 
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Mattered others by listening attentively to 
them ; but if it fortunately presented itself, 
he . had then his weli-conned lesson ready 
to repeat in a way to call attention to him* 
self. The opinions of sensible writers, 
collected and composed into a speech, and 
delivered with confidence in a debating so- 
ciety, helped him also to gain another 
rpund of that ladder which it was his am- 
bition to ascend: — but the next advance 
was attended with very discouraging: dif- 
ficulties, and that was, to get admittance 
to what is called^ in the language of the 
world, good company. The habits of his 
life were against him ; his line of trade was 
^ very excluding circumstance ; nor was it 
to be done by the assistance of women, — 
for he hdd neither the graceful manners, 
the power of tender insinuation, nor the at- 
tractive seiisibility, which would obtain 
from the lovely sex the recommendatory eu- 
logium.^^But the times became £ivourable 
to creeping ambition and upstart vulgarity. 
The French Revolution opened a patib bj 



wbkh thode tvha* \^ere influenced by mch 
emotions might chance to attain their ob- 
j^ct9i That extraordinary event occasioned 
9 very considerable ferment in this country^ 
and set all the evil ^irit$ in it at vrork to pro^ 
duce a similar convulsion^ in ord^r to seize 
upon that pre-eminenc6^ oX ^hich the Ca- 
naiiles of France had then possessed 
themselves. Meti of raided f^rtunes^ 
those who lived by plunder, the dis- 
contented of every oame, whether their 
dissatisfactions arose from their nftt^re, 
their habits, their , passions, Or their 
vices, formed a considerable phalanx ; and 
d^mocraitic societies vi&te assembled to fo-* 
m^t public discontent, and diffuse revolu* 
tionary principles* Of those societies this 
person waa naturaUy disposed to be an ac« 
tive and zealous member ; for fia iban was 
iptdre ready than himself at a strong repub- 
lics doctrine, a licentious ptinctpte, an 
enlogiom on revolutionised F^ance^ an 
anathema against the tyranny of the Bri- 
tisb gQvernmeRt> a diatribe ^aijnst kings^ 
and a declaration of contempt for thos« 
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insects which, called into a brief existeace 
by the sun, buzz and tease> and sting, 
for a few short hourS) and then drop into 
the filth in which they were engendered, 

" Thus far have we traced the democrat, 
while the democracy was useful to bis pur- 
poses. Some accidental circumstances, 
however, arising out of his political prin- 
ciples, at length procured for hinr a pro* 
fessional elevation, and he was a^^soed 
to the mercantile character. Instead of 
ipaking up a package in a warehouse in 
the. city,, or annually ci'yktg hk tmde, and 
disseminating his repufaKc^n leaven, as a 
travelling agent, tn the dtstaat parts of the 
kingdom, he stts^ important^ m aa ac* 
ocnnpting house, and appears on tke 
Exchange among the higher (Hrder» of those 
who Sreqpent it. As he was now iovob^ 
i0 property, and in ikowny,. porhaps| to 
an acquisition of it, new ideas suggested 
themsetve& After hiaviag, figured in those 
societies,, ifcrhose ol^eetiit was to OTertuni 
th<9 government of tiie country;) kokriiked 
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to the obtaining, by some means or other^ 
a seat in Parliament^ in order to support 
it. This became the grand object of his 
2|mbition/ and he has obtained it. After 
having for years indulged his virulent 
spirit against parliamentary corruption, he 
becomes a Member of Parliament by the 
most corrupt practices; and with a pa- 
triotism suited to his principles and his 
nature, he violates the constitution for the 
purpose of maintaining it. 
^ ^' Such has been the career of the per- 
son whom you see below; buthis.disap* 
pdintments outweigh his gratifications.— 
](t is true that his vanity is flattered by 
being admitted to the society of a few 
of the more violent * supporters of the 
party to which he adheres, whom he 
pleases by his adulation, — by abusing those 
whom they wish to hear abused, — by a 
ready disposition to their purposes, — and 
^Mcuting those commissions in which he 
t.btnk$ it an honour to be employed. la 
r^arn for such service^, they sometimea 
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receive him with a friendly familiarity, ac- 
knowledge that he is a man of useful 
parts ; though, at the same time, they all 
lament, in their friendship, that he stinks 
so confoundedly of the shop. 

" Thus, on balancing his accounts, 
he does not find that his political venture, 
in which he has expended the savings of 
years, has answered to his hopes ; and he 
never fails to heave' a deep sigh when he 
reflects how dearly he has paid- for an oc- 
casional squeeze of the hand from a busy, 
opposition lord, a few invitations to party- 
dinners, the giving a vote in Parliament 
against the government of his country, . 
and the franking a letter on the Royal' 
Exchange. 

" The tall, thin man," continued Asmo^ 
deus, " immediately Beneath us, who is 
talking with so much earnestness to the lit- 
tle congregation around him, was lately a* 
tradesman of some eminence, whose house 
and warehouses, with all their contents, 
were, about 4 week ago, consumed by fire. 
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He is relating the history of his misfortune 
with a degree of sensibility of which his 
audience has no idea. The love of good- 
living, and a partiality to convivial enjoy- 
ments, having outrun his commercial pro- 
fits, he found himself in such a state of em- 
barrassment, that, in order to avoid the dis- 
grace of bankruptcy, he determined to set 
his house on fire, and to avail himself of a 
policy of insurance, to receive much more 
than he had lost; by which means, with 
the assistance of his numerous friends, he 
hoped to begin the world again with every 
prospect of success, and the entire preserva- 
tion of bis- public character. — He, there- 
forei contrived to set a barrel of : oil in- 
flames, in one of his warehouses, which, 
comqiunicating very rapidly in the precise 
direction that he wished, soon left him 
without house or merchandize* But as 
even honest men often fail of success, so the 
rogue is sometimes the dupe of his own 
artifice. His son, though particularly di^ 
rected by him to that effect, had neglected 
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to renew the policy of insurance, so that 
the loss is all his own; and hi^ only con- 
solation arises from the reflection, that he 
cannot now be suspected of the heinous 
crime which he had committed: but this, 
as you may suppose, is not very great; for,, 
however he may tell the story of his mis- 
fortunes, he curses, in his heart, the fatal 
Beglect, by which he has lost every thing 
in the world, — but his reputation ! 

** A little beyond this honest, but un- 
successful tradesmao^ you must discover a 
person, r^her of a laooia appeairaiice,, wha 
holds a large golden-headed caBe itmnedi-; 
ateiy under his diin, and is conveir$ing with 
9 man dressed in ^abi3y bkck, who 
has the air and look /of a clergy man.*~He 
is a Scotchman, a merchant of great 
qonsideration ; and one of those men^ a 
character not oncoimnon amo»g his coun- 
trymen, who by an active and. persevering^ 
industry, have risen from the lowest situ- 
ation of menial service^ to the highest rank 
of the mercantile profession. As there are 
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some Singular features in his history, and 
will describe, in some degree, a very pre- 
vailing characteristic of the Scotch nation, 
I shall amuse you with an hasty sketch 
of it. 

" Born of the lowest class in his own 
country, and seeing no prospect there of 
raising himself into any thing better, he 
determined to follow the example of thou* 
sands of his countrymen, in seeking an 
happier fortune in the capital of England. 
For this purpose, he bade adieu to his na- 
tive city, and set out on foot, with the hope 
ef returning, if ever he should return, 'by 
the assistance of other legs than his own.— • 
He had not yet reached the confines of En-^ 
glandf when, being benighted on his way, 
he made that application to the hospitality 
of a gentleman, to whose house he had ac- 
cidentally wandered, which hospitality ne-* 
ver fails to grant. — Here he was received, 
and kindly entertained.— The situation of 
the place appeared a paradise to him ; and 
learning that the master of it had been 
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originally an adventurer of his own class, 
who became enabled, by his industry and 
good fortune, to return to the place of his 
nativity with the affluence which had pur- 
chased all the comforts he then enjoyed,-— 
the idea inspired our northern pilgrim vnth 
new vigour and expectation, gave fresh 
strength to his limbs, and added many a 
mile to the journey of the day. The grand 
object which played on his fancy, solaced his 
weariness, and animated his hope, was, the 
charming retirement and copDfortable en- 
joyments which he had just left behind him. 
Nor could there be a mor6 cheering reflec- 
tion to his bosom, than that it was within the 
reach of possibility for him to be. one day 
possessed of similar blessings. * No pain/ 
said he, * no labour, no inconvenience or 
danger should I think too much, if, by 
bearing the one, or encountering the 
other, I could, at any period of my life, 
secure to myself such a situation of com- 
fort and independence, as that wish I 
have lately seen so well enjoyed ; and ia 
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which I would relieve and encourage the 
adventurous traveller, as I myself have 
been received and encouraged/ Such 
was his ejaculation on entering LondoHj 
with his little bundle hanging upon a stick 
across his shoulder, and one solitary half- 
crown in his pocket. 

** A Scotchman, — and the proceeding 
is a wise one, — though he may sometimes 
make a venture, seldoni puts every thing 
to the risque ; and our traveller had not set 
out from home without procuring a letter 
of recommendation to a countryman in 
London. This sensible precaution soon pro- 
cured him a situation in the service of an 
eminent warehouseman, where he did any 
thing, and every thing that was required of 
him. By attending carefully to the busi- 
ness of bis master, he acquired a perfect 
knowledge of it; and by employing his 
leisure hours in enquiring into the business 
of the neighbouring tradesmen, he obtained 
a knowledge of theirs ; and by never spend- 
ing an idle farthing, he, of course, accumu- 
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lated his wages. Al length, sqch wds hb 
industry, his integrity, and his inf6rmation# 
that, having risen from one degree of con- 
fidence to another, he was recommended 
by his master as a fit person to be entrusted 
with the care of a considerable cargo, which 
was to be sent as a venture to one of the 
British Colonies in North America* He 
made the first voyage with so much suc^ 
cess, that he was requested to conduct a 
second. — He now not only considered the 
advantages of his principals, but paid some 
little attention to his own ; and employ- 
ed the money he had saved, which 
amounted to no inconsiderable sum, in pro- 
viding investments for himself. The se- 
cond voyage was equally advantageous with 
the first ; and a third was undertaken, which 
was more fortunate qvw tha? the former. 
But being at length possessed of a handsome 
capital of his own, he was determined, ia 
future, to act entirely for himself: and haw 
ing laden a vessel with choice commodities 
of every kind, he arrived with his cargo at 
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tb^ destined port; where,' from his frequent 
voyages, he was well known, and his up- 
right conduct universally esteemed* There 
he opened his warehouses, and offered such 
a variety of useful articles for sale, as had 
never been seen in that country. He also 
entered upon a retail trade, which had never 
yet been practised there ; a circumstance 
which, as it was attended with the greatest 
convenience to the inhabitants, proved pro- 
portionably beneficial to him. In short, 
he WSL3 the first trader who cut a yard of 
cloth for sale in that part of the world^. — 
This spirited commercial novelty, was pro- 
ductive of such universal benefit, as to at- 
tach the whole custom of the colony to 
him; and he took care to preserve it :-- 
so -that, in a few years, he jeft America^ not 
only with a considerable fortune, but the 
general regard and confidence of the peo- 
ple among whom he had lived, and re- 
turned to pass the rest of his days iti his 
native country. 

^ At this period', the house and estate in 
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Scotland, which has been described as stU 
mulating his industry, and the idea whereof 
had never ceased to animate his endea^ 
vours, happened, from the death of its hos- 
pitable owner, to be upon sale. On the 
information of this -very singular circum- 
stance, our successful trader did not hesir 
late a ii^ment in setting off for the North, 
and soon became the master of a place, 
where, some years before, bis benighted 
steps had conducted him to ask a charitable 
reception. Here then we might suppose 
him to have attained thesummit of human 
happfness ; being in possession of that situ- 
tion to which his wishes had so long aspi- 
red, and enjoying that opulence, which 
would enable him to possess it in comfort 
and independence. But, however the no- 
velty of ease and retiremjent might amuse 
him for a time, a life of comparative idle- 
ness did not accord with the habits of bis 
mind. — Since his first accidental visit to 
the place of his habitation, his ideas and 
notions had undergone a very considerable 
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cbnnge ; he had lived in a more genial 
and temperate climate ; — the retirement of 
a village in Scotland, however beautiful, 
grew wearisome to him ; — his children ask- 
^^ for establishments in life, and his friends 
^ in America, being in great want of a con- 
fidential agent in London, to conduct their 
commercial concerns in* that city, — he sold 
his northern paradise, — returned eagerly to 
the metropolis, is become a very eminent 
American merchant, and lives in luxury 
' and splendour. His country-house was 
purchased of a nobleman, who had lately 
built it, and whose title it still retains ; — '• 
he has his park and his hot-houses, — he 
sees, in spring, the fruitage of summer 
on his walls, and is rolled in a coach and 
four from his accompting- house to his villa. 
While his son figures as a fine gentleman 
about town, and his daughters rival, in 
manners and accomplishments the best 
education of the great world. 

^* The stout young man who stands be- 
hind him, is one of his clerks, and is actually 

VOL. I. K 
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on the point of running away with one of 
the young ladies. This connection will, 
in a short time, elevate him to a share in 
the trade of his father-in-Faw, the whole 
of which he will, by degrees, contrive to 
secure to himself; and, without the least 
compunction, will leave the old man, whose 
expensive mode of life has prevented the 
profits of his commerce from accumula- 
ting, to retire to a corner of his fine seat 
in the country ; there to manage, with a 
rigid and necessary ceconom'y, the leavings 
of his profusion. 

* " The old gentlertaa to whom the mer- 
chant is now directing his discourse, is a 
Scotch Baronet, of a very ancient family, 
and a most singular character. An history 
of: his adventures, or rather of his lifo, will 
not be unentertaining to you ; but as the 
relation would,* at present, occupy that time 
v^hich may be much better employed, I 
shall reserve it for a more leisure hour. We 
will, therefore, change our situation:"— 
And, in a moment^ Don Cleofas found. 



*> 
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liimself seated, with his <x>mpanion, on th« 
top of a house, which commanded aa 
^entire view of that eminent scene of action, 
r— the Stock Exchange* 

*' Gracious Heaven!" -exclaimed the 
Spaniard, " what a confusion of voices 
issues from the room beneath us! — and 
what a crowd of people is passing in and 
out of it.*" *^ -Notwithstanding that busy 
multitude,*' replied the Demon, ^* appears 
to be acting, the scene of Babel over again, 
every man has his brains involved in figures 
and. calculation ; every atom of human, 
thought in that room is in>preghated with, 
the essence of arithmetic — It is a place ia 
which the greatest part of the fluctuating 
stocks of the public funds is bought and 
^old. — It was built at the expense of a very 
ingenious body of men, called stock- 
brokers, for the purpose of carrying oa 
their business without being liable to any 
interruption, but such as proceeds from one 
tmother, — and is the scene of a more deep 

and artful species of gambling, than ba« 

&2 
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ever been practised at any time or period, 
in any part of the world. — I shall not enter 
into an history of this business, as you may 
find frequent and much better opportilni-* 
ties hereafter, of informing yourself con- 
cerning this important excrescence of Bri- 
tish wealth and credit. — Besides, to tell 
you the truth, there is a particular spirit 
who presides over this extraordinary com-' 
merce, and he might be offended, should 
he even see me in my present position. I 
shall, therefore, content myself with point- 
ing out to you a few of those characters 
who offer themselves to our immediate 
view, and are very industrious agents in this 
active and curious scene of public, despe- 
rate, and, as it may be, in some measure, 
termed, legitimate gambling. 

" The little man below us, in a brown 
coat, and with a wig of the same colour as 
his coat, who is placing his spectacles upon 
the very lo! g nose that nature has given 
him, to examine a paper he holds in his 
hand, has been a broker and stock-jobber 
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for upwards of thirty years. — At length, 
finding himself possessed of upwards of 
forty thousand pounds, he is determined to 
quit the business, and to retire into the 
country to pass the rest of his days in peace 
and tranquillity. But so violent, and so 
continual have been the agitations of his 
mind, with the alternate hope of being 
rich, and the fear of being poor, that they 
have brought on a nervous disorder, which 
will never quit him ; and his hand now 
shakes in such a manner, that he is 'scarce 
able to lift a glass of Madeira, the liquor 
he loves best, to his lips. 

The tall, thin, smart-looking man, who 
passes so hastily by him, has his agitations 
also ; — his hand, indeed, is steady enough, 
but his fortune totters. — He is a merchant 
of very fair character, but, not being con- 
tented with rising to opulence by the slow, 
but certain course of regular commerce, 
has been induced to speculate in the funds. 
In the commencement of the business, he 
proved extremely fortunate, while his sue* 
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ceeding ventares have been so very unsuc<- 
cessful, as to dissipate his former gains, axK^ 
to involve him 'm difBculties of a very 
alarming nature.. He " is. now preparing ta 
cjngage in a scheme of speculation, by 
which he^hopes to retrieve, at least, if not 
meliorate, his former situation: butFortjau^ 
will frustrate his designs, — disappoint his 
expectations, — and sink him into irrecover- 
able ruin. — All his former eomfort-s wili 
melt away, — his property be seized by lu?^ 
creditors ; and his only hope will rest aj: 
last, upon succeeding to an emplGypperxl: ixk 
^ the gift of the Corporation of London^ 
which will be jftst sufficAenit, shouWhe ob- 
tain it, to give bira and bis f^nily the cowr 
mon necessaries of life^ 

^ Those two n>eii wJio are whispy^ringf 
together," continued Asmodeys, ^l ju*e en- 
gaged in a business that req.uir^s the utmost 
secrecy, and is one of the many species of 
tiiavery that are practised 'i^ tUe plaee J>e^ 
neath us. — They have entered ijoto a $ecret 
partnership, the one to buy and the other 
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to Bell very large quantities of stock, at a 
fixed price, on a certain future day^ and 
they cannot fail of making a very large sum 
of money, without any risk whatever, but 
the loss of reputation to one of them. 
For the successful man, of .course, stands 
his ground, and receives all the advantage 
of his bargains ; while the other will stop 
payment, or rather he will pay nothing. 
They will then have a private meeting, and 
share the profits. 

." The man with the cane under his arm, 
who is writing upon a large pocket* bookj^ 
in the street, is a disgraced broker, who has 
made his fortune by a little arrangement of 
a similar nature. He had been commis*- 
sioned by a trio of merchants, one of whom 
was a Member of Parliament, tobuy a very 
large quantity of stock, at a given price and 
timf ; when, however, the day of reckon*' 
in^*carae, his employers, who were likely 
to'fb^e thirty .or forty thousand pounds by 
the business, persuaded, him to conceal 
their names, take the wholeloss upon him* 
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self, and pay nobody ; for which undertak- 
ing, they made him a present of five thou- 
sand pounds. Thisaftair, indeed,, discharg- 
ed him from appearing again on the Stock 
Exchange ; — but by the intervention of a 
pettifogger of the trade, he carries on his 
usual concerns ; and, as you may suppose, 
is employed, protected, and enriched, by 
those excellent persons whose reputation is 
in his power/* 

*' There is nothing, as you very well 
know, my good friend,' said Don Cleofas, 
^" of which I am so ignorant. as, what is 
called, trade ; nevertheless, from the com- 
mon notions that one entertains of it, I do 
not, at all, comprehend a man's havii)g the 
liberty of paying his debts or not, as he 
pleases, without being liable to the .legal 
revenge of his creditors/* " The species of 
commerce which we are now considerj^," 
answered the Demon, " as I have boSre 
observed, is nothing more or less, tfflm a 
game of chance ; and all gaming being 
against law, no man can be obliged by law. 
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to fulfil his engagements in it.— The losses 
proceeding from cards and dice, are not 
recoverable by legal process ; and if a loser 
at their respective games, chuses to be con- 
sidered as devoid of honour, and to abide 
by the disagreeable circumstances, to say 
no worse, of being regarded with coolness 
by his acquaintance, he may keep the 
money he has lost in his pocket. It is the 
same with stock-jobbing; — the whole of 
that business proceeds on a principle of 
honour : and if any one should prefer the 
disgrace of the Stock Exchange, to the ruin 
of his fortune, the alternative is at his own 
option. 

*^ Bit now permit me,*' continued Asma- 
deus, ** to recommend to your attention a 
Httle -figure of a man, who is bustling 
tlirough the crowd in a travelling dress, and 
looks as if he were in a fever, from the 
fatigue of riding post. He is just arrived 
express from Holland, with an account of 
a very alarming disturbance there, which, 

as it may operate in lowering the price of 

K 3 
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Stocks, for a (ew days, be has been dispatch- 
ed to give notice of it to particular persons, 
that they may take advantage of the proba- 
ble effect which such a piece of intelligence^ 
when publicly known, may have on the 
markets. — But it frequently bappesas that 
false expresses are sent, and purticular news 
fabricated, by every species of artifice, both 
at home and abroad, for the various pur- 
poses of raising or sinking the pipiceof ihe 
funds, according ^s particular persons are 
interested in having them lowered or ad* 
vanced. Success, in this kind of gamblings 
depends upon a knowledge of circum- 
stances, which it is very difficult for private 
individuals to attain ; for the"busi§css of 
conjecture is of a very uncertain nature j. 
and, as in other games of chance, hangs^ 
upon what is called good or ill- fortune. 
Ministers, however, who must, pf course, 
possess all the secrets of governpent, have 
been frequently accused of emplpying their 
knowledge to a very great advantage iq^ 
this species of commerce. Th^ireisamaj^ 
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now living, whom I will, in a few days, 
discover to you, in the frequent recesses of 
his cabinet, who availed himself of a very 
short-lived state of power, to pay his debts, 
make considerable purchases, and enrich a 
few of his friends, by applying his secret 
knowledge of particular political situations, 
to tlie certain gain of the funds* — But 
while he went; upon grounds that could 
scarce faij, numbers of general speculators 
were Undone ; and, if a certain body of 
ihen, who belong to that great edifice just 
beside us, called the Bank of England, had 
not made a very irregular use of their 
power, so deep a game was played on the, 
occasion, as to have involved in ruin some. 
of the most considerable merchants and 
bankers in the city of London. 

^* And now," said the Demon, '.^ we will 
remove to the second act of the same 
farce :" and he had no sooner spoke, than 
Don Cleofas found himself on the leads o£ 
a house that over-looked a principal part of 
'Change-Alley, <^ In that cofiee-house 
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immediately beneath us," said Asmodeus, 
many persons whom you saw so lately ^nd 
so deeply engaged in the busy scene of 
stock-jobbing, retire to talk over their bar- 
gains, consult with their principals, and 
form new schemes and calculations for the 
morrow. 

" That gentleman in the corner, who is 
taking his coffee with so much apparent 
complacency, is in a condition to swallow 
poison ; and he is now hesitating on the 
alternative, whether the next liquor that 
touches his lips, shall be to sustain or de« 
stroy life. He was a most respectable 
country gentleman, of large fortune, and 
the best character ; as a provincial magis- 
itate he was unrivalled, and represented his 
county in parliament. Having placed a 
younger son in a banking-house, in the city, 
he was persuaded, in order to strengthen 
its credit, to become a partner; and it was 
already rising into eminence, when, ta 
shield his son from the consequences of 
some improdencies^ that might have had a 
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very bad effect on the united credit of their 
house, he entered into engagements that 
increased his embarrassments ; and he then 
applied to the des{)erate game of stock- 
jobbing to retrieve his affairs, before the 
secret of his former transactions should be 
revealed. To-ujorrow is the day of settle- 
ment, and he foresees that nothing can 
save him from ruin and disgrace. A faith- 
ful friend has already prepared a vessel to 
take him to the continent ; where he will 
.pass the rest of his days on a small annuity 
allowed him by some of his intimate con- 
nections, and in th<i vain endeavour to for- 
get his former prosperity. 

** The tall man who sits in the next box 
to him, and has just put some sugar into 
the ink- stand instead of his coffee, and 
from whose apparent embarrassments, one 
WPuM imagine to be suffering the severest 
frowns of fortune, is, at this moment, one 
of her greatest favourites. He has beeri 
60 lucky as to gain a very large sum of 
money ; and, in the agitations of his mind^ 
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from reflecting on the risk he has run, and. 
the danger he has esQ^ped, he wears all the 
appearance of a person who has actually 
lost it. He is one of those prudent men,, 
who have had their moments of impru*- 
dence, but sees the folly of staking his 
property and happiness on such an hazard^ 
and will use his augmented -fortune with 
that good sense and moderation, which are 
the best proofs that he deserves it. 

*' Observe, if you please," continued'the 
Devil upon Two Sticks, " a genteel, well-. ^ 
dressed man, in a corner of the room, who 
appears to be making up a packet of papers- 
with more than common precaution. He 
is a person of fortune, who resides at the 
west-end of the town, and has just been, 
receiving the dividends of a very large sum 
of money which he possesses in the public 
funds. The packed contains notes to a 
considerable amount, which he is ^bout to 
lodge at his bankers; — but the smart 
young man, who is, or rather pretends to 
be, reading a newspaper^ in the ue^t bo^r 
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is waiting to ease him of them, if possible, 
before they attain their present destination. 
He is onq of a v^r^ active class of people. 
in this city who live, and some of them 
very well wbila their career lasts, on pur- 
loining that kind af property^ whatever it, 
may be, which is carried in the pocket. 
From this circumstance they are called 
pickpodi^ets, and the dexterity which they 
attain in performing tl>eir flight of hand, 
is scarcely credible. There are different; 
classes of them, according to their respec- 
tive genius and qualifications. This is in 
the first, and he deigns only to direct his 
praadatory attacks on persons of rank and 
f^hion. His appearance gains him adr 
mission iptp all {^aoes of pulxlic resort^ 
whether of bpsiness or pleasure, wliere be. 
singles out his object, watches bis oppor- 
tupity^ and \qq often effects his purpose. 
In bis prowling excursion of this morning,, 
h^ happened to stroll into this coffee- room, 
whiph, for very good reasons in the way a€ 

^ pr^$sioPe ^9 Qc^iiionaUy visits >^-^vAi. 
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having caught a glimpse of the bank-notes, 
as their owner was carefully counting them 
over, he is not without hopes of saving 
him a repetition of that trouble ; and if 
the gentleman proceeded on foot, the 
crowded streets would probably afibrd him 
the desired opportunity ; — but fortunately 
he has his carriage near at hand, which 
will effectually protect him from tJMpro* 
jected theft, and consequently disi|j)oint 
the light-fingered professoi:fcOf his expected 
booty/' 

" But how happens it," said Don Cle- 
ofas, *^ that in a country so renowned for 
the wisdom of its laws, that such a set of 
miscreants should be suffered thus to prey 
upon the public ?" " Without my enter- 
ing into a particular detail,'^ answered As- 
modeus, " a little reflection will convince 
you, that in «uch a populous city as this is, 
it is impossible to prevent many evils which 
arise from the wants and vices of mankind. 
But justice neither slumbers nor^sleeps, 
and the scourge of the law is ever uplifted* 
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to punish detected guilt. With all therr 
skill, cujaning, and artifice, and a Devil to 
assist them into the bargain, these plun- 
derers live amidst difficulty and danger, 
and none of them are known, I assure 
you, to grow old in their profession. 

" But now I must request the favour of 
your attention to a very swarthy man, with 
a hook nose, who is writing at the table 
near the fireplace. He jj^aJew and a 
phy'Sfekin, who, with acknowledged skill in 
the medical art, possesses the known dis- 
position of his tribe, to lose no opportunity 
that offers of getting money. The young 
man who sits opposite to him has a slight 
bead-ache from the intemperance of the 
preceding evening, and, on accidentally 
mentioning it to the Doctor, the latter in- 
stantly seized his hand, requested to look 
at his tongue, told him he had a strong 
disposition to {ex^r, and that he must, as a 
friend, insist on his taking a medicine to 
control it. — So, without further observa- 
tion or enquiry, the Judaic iEsculapius 
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called for the necessary implements . to 
compose a prescription, and he is 'actually 

-^ writing it. The yoai>g man, who has e)^- 
perienced- the same temporary inconve- 
nience from the same convivial cause again 
and again, without the necessity of apply- 
ing to medicine, and will certainly throw 
the prescription into the fire, feels the pro- 
priety, hovyever, of giving the usual fee.;, 
and the Jg^w^ill take it with the same 
friendly spirit wilicn suggested thfi|*jl|Bvice 
that produces it — But the unwilling 
^patient has formed the i:esolution, when- 
ever his head, nriay ache again from taking 
a Jittle too mucfh wine, to be very cautiotts 

, in telling the Doctor of it.'' 

7 But in the apartment above the coffee- 
room^'* said Don Cleofas, " I behold (i 
«cetie of a very different nature. The per- 
son whom I see haranguing from a kind 
of polpit, is, I suppose, a very eloquent 
preacher, whom the wisdom of govern- 
**ment has appointed to exert his talents, to> 
check the propensities of his hearers to this- 
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alluring vice of gambling, in the vicinity 
of that spot where they are so continually 
indulged." — *^ Ah, my good friend/' re- 
plied the Demon, and smiling a little at 
the same time, " that man is an innocent 
minister to the very folly ^against which 
you suppose his declamations to be directed,. 
He is an auctioneer of the first character^ 
^nd is almost universally em.plo};cd to sell, 
in this public manner, the estates, &c» ^ 
whidi Jttxury, folly, caprice, and death, 
transfer from one possessor to another. 
The quantity of landed property and other 
articles of value^ which pass through hi^ 
bwds in the course of a year, is beyond 
your conceptipn; and his profits, as you 
may suppose, bear an adequate proporr 
lion. He was originally a petty household 
broker, salesman, and undertaker ; he furr 
wished the living with little second-hand 
articles, and the dead with that last of all 
conveniences, called a cpffin ; while hi$ 
wife macle the shrouds, that were to be 
their last apparel: But by persevering in- 
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dustry, an acute turn of mind, and obliging 
manners, he is risen, by degrees, to be 
the first of his profession, and exercises rt 
in a manner that does equal honour to 
himself arid justice to his employers. He 
has now amasijed a very large fortune, and 
enjoys it in a becoming manner. He has 
been elected one of the* magistrates of this 
city, the duties of which he fulfils with spirit 
^ and diligence ; and heJooks forward, with 
no common expectation, to become one of 
Its representatives in the senate of the 
nation. But disease threatens to cloud his 
future prospects; and decrepitude, I fear, 
will accompany the close of hb prosperous 
-life : — for such is the life of man consU 
dered, in this climate of profit and loss, if 
he does but acquire wealth, though he 
should lose his health, spirks, and, I may 
almost add, his honour in the acquisition 
of it. In the course of the present sale, 
he has disposed of several expensive arti- 
cles. The first was the beautiful villa of 
a nobleman, who had become tired of it. 
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Because he had made it so complete, as to 
leave no room for the pastime of improve- 
ment. The second was an old family seat 
and park, with a large adjacent estate, to 
pay the gambling debts of its ovv'ner, who 
has not yet advanced to his thirtieth year. 
The third is the reversionary right pf a 
large siirn in the funds, after the death of 
three persons, who have each a life-interest 
in it; a circumstance of so affecting a na- 
ture to the final inheritor, that he cannot 
suffer his sensibility to be on the rack with 
such an unfriendly expectation. He, poor 
amiable mau ! loves them all too well to wish 
their death; j^nd therefore, for an inconsi- 
derable immediate sum, has transfered th^ 
right of wishing it to a little Jew, who will 
lititfail to exercise it with the most sincere 
and daily devotion. The lot which is now 
waiting the decisive stroke of the hammer, 
is a superb suit of jewels, belonging to a 
naval bfficcr ; who, having made a consi- 
dd*able fortune amid the thunder of war, 
has contrived to dissipate the greatest part 
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of it amid' the pleasures of peace: aiid he 
is now actually obliged to have recourse to 
tlie brilliafit paraphernalia of his wife^ ia 
order to support the display of a fine car- 
riage, and the establishment of an elegant 
house, during another winter. 

" The person who has purchased the 
jewels is a. very opulent citizen* He was 
originally a poor west^country boy, that 
came to London in a very menial capacity ; 
' and won his way,, by diligence and acute- 
ness, to be a clerk in a merchant's ac- 

a 

oomptingr house, in this city. At this 
period, a relation of his, and of as low ^ 

« 

origin as himself,, proved, to be heir of all 
the riches which an extortioiiffte miser had 
left behind him. This man, not knowing, 
how to manage the immense fortune tO- 
which he had succeeded, employed his 
young relation in that hysiness, and, as it 
i^ supposed, rewarded him in a naost boun*- 
tiful manner indeed,, for the care and atten- 
tion he exercised in his affairs^ for he 
grew suddenly into great wealth, has loug 
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been a citizen of consequence, holds him- 
self forth aa a popular character, and can 
vcryweH afford to give a couple of thou- 
sand pounds for a casket of diamonds, to 
adorn the person of hi& most amiable wife. 
" But although," observed Jlsmodeus, 
*^ I have no need of substantial food, your 
mortal Lordship requires a little solid sus- 
tenance ; and I will instantly con<luct you 
to the most superb tavern in Europe ; where 
your palate shall be regaled in as high a de- 
greip.by a cook, as your curiosity has been 
gratified by a devil." Don Clebfas most 
readily assented to the proposition ; and, 
having quitted their advanced situation, 
they proceeded, like any other gentlemen, 
to the London Tavern ; the extent and ele- 
gance of whose apartments, with the va- 
rious preparations and conveniences for 
the good things of the table, did not fail 
to call forth the utmost astonishment of 
the noble Spaniard. *' The very rent of the 
house,*' said the Demon, ** would afford la 
splendid establishment to a Spanish gene- 
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ral, and all his family; while the money 
consumed in it would maintain the whole 
army in the service of your sovereign. At 
this very moment there are several different 
companies assembled in its various apart- 
ments, to gratify their palates, from two to 
five guineas a head." 

. " How immens^* exclaimed the Count, 
** must be the riches of this nation !"— « 
" Their wcssilth/' answered the Demon, ^^ is 
superior to your most elevated ideas of it ^ 
and if any thing can undo them, it wilUiie 
that very wealth which is such a imtural 
object of your wonder. For siKjh is their 
bravery, naval genius, commercial spirit, 
and public credit, that they alone might 
almost resist the united world. The enemy 
from without need not be an object of their 
apprehension. The combined fleets of the 
n>ost powerful nations of Europe^ would 
not affect the mind of a discerning British 
politician with so much real alarm, as this 
very edifice which now receives us ; or, in 
other wards, that spirit of luxury which 
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could justify its erection, and support it in 
prosperity. Luxury, by weakening the 
principles,. ^nd enervating the character of 
this magiKtnimoQS people^ may, perhaps, 
in time, destroy the vigour of the first 
nation ia the world." 

"Dinner being served, they plsKjed them- 
fielves at.l^e tables avA the Demon having 
taken upon him a humian appetite, with 
a human form, they did Justice to the ex- 
•cellent repast which was set before them : 
^^1^ having invigorated their spirits with a 
iew .glasses of generoiis wkie, aad aided 
tligestion with a dkeh of cofibe, the Comit 
miggested to his ^companion tliat the hour 
of leisure n&w offered itself, which be 
-engaged to amuse, by relating the curious 
h^toi^ of t^e ^Scotch Baronet whom they 
fiadaeen on the Royal Eiccfaange. The 
Demon did not hesitate to fulfil his pro- 
raise, and lastaiAly began the following 
g^rarrative^ 



VOL. I. 
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The History of a Scotch Baronet. 

*^ Sir — was born in Scotland^ 

about the year 17l6, and received the best 
education of his country. By the death 
of his father, he came, at about the age of 
twenty-four, into the possession of an estate, 
which afforded him the full power of in- 
dulging a disposition which was amorous 
to an extreme. The same disposition, at 
the age of twenty-seven, led him to Itali/y 
where he passed several years in the most 
unbounded indulgence of his predominant 
passion* Having suffered his pleasures to 
take the lead of every other consideration, 
he had forestalled the course of his remit- 
tances to such a degree, that it was abso- 
lutely necessary for him to seek a tempo- 
rary retirenrient, till the ordinary current of 
his supplies should be restored. 

'^ For this purpose, he took a formal 
leave of his friends of every denomination, 
and sought the retirement of a farm-house, 
in a valley of the Apennine mountains, at- 
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no great distance from the city of Naples ; 
where, by leading a life of solitude and 
reflection, his mind, whiqh was naturally 
ardent and enthusiastic, becarhe disposed 
to receive any imprfession that external cir- 
cumstances might offer it. 

" In this situation, having read the few 
volumes' he had taken to his retreat with 
him, again and again \ he happened acci- 
dentally to ask his rustic host if he had 
any book, of any kind whatever, in his 
possession. The countryman replied, 
that ' he had no other books but such 
a9 assisted him at the services of the 
church, except a small number of volumes 
that he had found piled up in the corner 
of an unoccupied room, when he came 
to the farm; and which, as they were 
written in a language he did not under- 
stand, he had left as h^ found them ; so 
that, he apprehended, they would not be 
in a condition to afford his guest any 
amusement or information.* 

*' The Baronet, who thought that he 

L2 
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might find a Sallust, a Ftrgil, or a Liiy^ 
annong them^ was impatient to enter on 
the research; and iti an uninhabited cham- 
ber, at a deserted corner of the house, 
which had once been a stately tower, be 
found the covers of several volumes, whose 
interior parts had been destroyed by the 
vermin of that quarter. He, however, con- 
tinued to examine every part of this long* 
forsaken spot ; till, under a heap, of rub- 
bish, he discovered a book that appeared 
to be entire ; and his surprise became in- 
expressible, when, on opening the covers, 
he found it to be an English Bible, not one 
page of which was defiled by the damps of 
the place, or . had been touched by the 
vermin, who had destroyed the rest of this 
little library, 

" Sir — — * s education, hav- 

ing been rather of a religious cast, had 
rooted in his mind a veneration for the sa- 
cred volume, which the continual dissipa- 
tions of his past life had not been able to 
eradicate ; so that the circumstance of re- 
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covering a copy of it, in his own language, 
in such a place, and in such an extraordi- 
nary manner, produced a firm persuasion 
in his mind, that the sacred character of 
the volume was the indubitable cause of 
its miraculous preservation. This idea, at 
first, played upon his fancy, and, at length, 
inflamed it; so that by continually rumi- 
nating on the strange event of an English 
Bible being found in a corner of an old 
mansion, inhabited by a farmer, at the foot 
of the Appenine mountains, his imagina- 
nation was quickly elevated to higher con- 
jectures ; which ended in n firm belief that 
for some gracious purpose of Providence to 
himself, the intervention of a superior, prce- 
ternatural agency had been permitted, and 
that an actual miracle had given this bible 
inta his possession. 

" Under these impressions, as might be 
naturally expected, he began not only to 
read, but to study the inspired pages with' 
the most ardent attention; — when, after 
many reiterated perusals, he fixed. the staa*. 
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dard of bis enthusiasm in'the revelations of 
St. John ; from whose prophetic visions^ 
his Ilea ted imagination acquired that ardour 
of devotion which has governed every suc- 
ceeding period of his existence. 

" jrhtre shall we find faith upon the 
Earth ? — was an enquiry wliich he was de- 
termined to pursue at the risque of every 
comfort of life, and, if necessary, of Hfe 
itself. — And with this exclamation for his 
motto, he sallied forth from his retirement, 
with all the devotion, zeal, and undaunted 
9})irit of enterprizc, which distiaguishcd 
the ancient champions of the cross. 

** Though a ggod classical scholar, he 
was unacquainted with the tongues 
essentially necessary to his abode in Pa- 
lestincy a country which he now deter- 
mined to visit, with all the humility of a 
pilgrim, and the resolution of a martyr. — 
With the knowledge he already possessed, 
and the enthusiasm that now inflamed his 
mind, a short residence in one of the 
idUinds of the Archipelago, was sufEcient 
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to give him fluency in the modern Greek. 
But this was not all : — He thought it es- 
sential to his future purpose, to acquire an 
equal proficiency in the Oriental tongues ; 
and, for this end, he paid a visit to the 
island of Malta ^ where he found every 
opportunity of making the progress he 
desired. Here he intended to take up his 
abode, till his ardent zeal had acquired 
the only qualifications that now remained 
to fit him for his eastern expedition. But 
here his pilgrimage concluded : — For in 
this little spot, sacred to the remaining 
church militant heroism of Christian knight- 
hood, he found, as he thought, that faith 
which was the grand object of his enthusi- 
astic research ; and, having found it, he 
made a solemn vow to live in its presence, 
and continue the worship of it, till he 
should have attained that degree of religi* 
ous strength, and that state of human per- 
fection, which would enable him to retire 
from its influence, without any possible 
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danger from the contamination of the' 
world. 

In orcler, therefore, that he might be 
untroabled with all worldly concerns, and 
pursue the ardent career of his devotions 
without any intercLiption, he gave directions 
to his agent in Scotland, to prepare a gene- 
ral conveyance of all his estates to his 
younger brother, with a reservation to him- 
self of a certain income, during bis life, 
for his own personal maintenance, and the 
calls of charity, — He ordered this business 
to be completed with all possible dispatch ; 
and that his steward should, himself, bring 
the deeds to Mahay that there might be no 
delay in the completion of his enthu^astic 
design, and no want of fonn in the execu* 
tioD of this extraordinary grant. 

*•* Being thus unshapkled from the con- 
cerns of the world, lie yielded himself a 
willing slave to the servitude of devotion : 
not only observing every, the most minute, 
rite of the religion he had embraoed, but 
performing every act. of charity, Uumilia- 
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aiyn, and penitence, that his pious zeal 
suggested to be necessi^ry to that perfection 
and holy triumph, which he humbly hoped 
that he should one day attain. 

His raiment was mean, and his food of 
the coarsest kind, of which he took na 
more than was just sufficient to sustain life. 
His purse was open to the relief of every 
kind of distress ; and as an initiation to the 
higher duties of Christian charity, he began- 
with the Ipwest; and, during the course of 
seven years, he daily attended' the public 
hospitals, and assisted the servants in per- 
forming the most menial offices for the 
maimed, the infirm and the sick. 

" That a man of his rank and fortune,: 
who had become such a zealous convert ta 
the Roman religion, should be held in the 
highest estimation by the bigotry of the 
Maltese champions, is a natural con* 
sequence. — The Grand Master paid Sir- 

every mark of respect in his jK)wer,. 

and offered him all the honourable distinc- 
tions which he possessed the privilege of 

1.3 
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bestowing : But the Catholic Baronet 
humbly retreated from all favour or pre- 
cedence, and continued to win his way, by 
slow degrees, and in all possble humility^ 
to that spiritual elevation^ to which his soul 
so ardently aspired. 

" With the religion oi Malta j he acquired 
all the fanaticism of its inhabitants: One 
time he thought himself possessed by the 
Devil; at another, he fancied himself 
blessed with seraphic visions ; and, during 
his solitary musings in the well-known 
cavernsof the island, which he used to/nake 
the frequent scene of his pious meditations, 
he has often been charmed with the fancied 
voice of a tender mother, who, while he 
was yet a boy, had been consigned to her 
last repose, in the sepulchre of her fathers. 

*' This kind of life he continued to lead 
for near thirty years ; when, after a series of 
continual and painful struggles, believing 
himself to have attained that state of per^^ 
fection to which he aspired, he .quitted the 
inland of Malta ; and, after passing some 
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time in Spain and France, he at length 
retired to a town on the nethermost part of 
the Continent ; where, careless of exterior 
appearance, and inattentive to the concerns 
of the world, he hop^d to pass his whole 
time in offices of devotion, and the plea- 
sures of sublime contemplation ; patiently 
waiting to exchange this sublunary state 
for that perfect and eternal happiness which 
he believes to be already prepared for him. 

" But though Sir had found 

faith, he could not as yet find peace upon 
the earth. A woman, who was the daugh- 
ter of a kind of upper-servant to his father, 
had been so far the objqct of his youthful 
passion, as to have had a child by her 
young master, which, as well as herself, he 
provided for at the time, in a manner suf- 
ficient to give a befitting subsistence to 
them both; without concerning himself 
any farther about them. — The child grew 
up to manhood, had entered into the sea- 
service, and had even paid a visit to his 
fajther at Malta ; where, indeed, he received 
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no other cncouragetnent but the expenses' 
of his voyage, and a request to depart im* - 
mediately from the isknd. 

^^When^j however, the Baronet approach* 
ed so near to his own country as the oppo- 
site coast, the woman herself began to have, 
her projects : ambition fired her mind, and ^ 
$he paid her former lover a very unwelcome 
visit at his retreat in a town in the Austrian 
Netherlands ; when availing herself of the 
j)ious weakness of his mind, she urged 
it as necessary to his perfection and her 
happiness, that he should now perform- 
the only act of retribution and justice 
in his power for the seduction of her, — 
wh'.ch was to make her his wife.— In . 
short, on her engaging to quit him as . 
soon as the ceremony was over, he con- : 
sented to comply with her request \ — and 
she returned to Scotland, not only an honest 
woman, but a lady into the bargain. 

** It had been the frequent boast of this 
pious Knight, that he had struggled with 
the Devil for upwards of twenty yearS; and ' 
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had at length gained a complete victory 
over the arch enemy of human nature, 
, Bat he had now every reason to think, that 
his conquered antagonist, having got him 
again into the world, was beginning to rally 
in a new form, and that hh mortal warfiire 
was not yet completed. For this marriage, 
accorcKng to the laws of Scotland^' r\ot only 
legalized the mother, but legitimated the 
son ; who^ on that account, began to talk 
aloud of making some claim upon the pro- 
perty which his father had conveyed away 
to the then natural successor to it. But 
the actual, and indeed legal possessor of 
theseestates, though they had been doubled 
in their value since they wei;e transferred 
to his possession, was so mortified and en- 
raged at finding himself so suddenly, as welt 
as unaccountably deprived of his succes- 
sion to the family honours, — that he re- 
fused, with extreme indignation, to allow 
his very unexpected nephew any, the most 
trifling means of support. Indeed, Sir 
■' began to entertain some apprehen- 
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siona^ that he should be forced to apply 
compulsory means, to secure the payment 
of the annuity that he had reserved to him- 
self. , In short, he had still knowledge 
enough of the world left to discover, that 
if he wished to have another hour of tran- 
quillity, he must make an extraordinary 
effort to secure it ; and he is accordingly 
come over to England, after an absence of 
forty years, to try if he cannot bring his 
brother to act with justice to all parties* 
In this business it is the interest of the 
latter to acquiesce ; a^nd, having long been 
in the habit of pursuing his interest, he 
will not, on this occasion, act in opposition 
to it. This agreeable information was 
communicated to the old Baronet this very 
morning, by the Scotch merchant, with 
whom we saw him conversing on the Royal 
Exchange. In a few days, therefore, Sir, 

will return to the Continent, with 

increased consolation ; and will there close 
his eyes in the full assurance of all the 
glorious promises of that religion to whose 
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service he has devoted so large a portion of 
his life.'' 

No sooner had the Devil upon Two 
Sticks concluded this curious history, than 
their ears were saluted with the repeated 
huzzas and acclamations of the company 
over them ; which occasioning some degree 
of terror, as well as surprise, in the mind 
of die Count, he demanded, with a look 
and tone of much impatience, the cause of 
what he had heard. ^' Be not alarmed," 
replied his companion, ^^ the shouts, how- 
ever they may affect you, are those of joy 
and festivity, and proceed from a grave 
body of the magistrates and common- 
council of London, who are now giving a 
very sumptuous entertainment to a great 
naval officer, as a public mark of ^their gra- 
titude for the services he performed for his 
country during the late war ; and as they 
drink the healths of certain popular cha- 
racters, they accompany their libations with 
the complimentary acclamation that have 
saluted our ears ; and which are sufficie»tly 
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loud to occasion^ the Admiral, however ac- 
customed he may have been to the roar of 
cannon, a most violent head-ache. 

" This is the same valiant commander 
whom I yesterday shewed you in the Park, 
and who, within these three years, could 
not have obtained credit for a guinea of any 
one member of the corporation which 
is now so highly honoured with his .pre- 
sence. You might imagine, perhaj^,"" 
continued Asmodeus, " that a sword en- 
riched with diamonds, or a massive service 
of plate, would, either of them, have beenr 
a more becoming compliment to a virtuous 
commander, than a splendid banquet, of 
which he has not the appetite to partake,. 
But the considerate body of men who have 
voted thi& honour, being all engaged m 
trade, did not chuse to meddle with warlike 
weapons j^ and, as to the plate, they wisely 
reflected, that they should i>evei be invited 
to partake of the good things that might 
be served upon it : — They, therefore, de* 
tei:lftined to give the Admiral a luxurious* 



IX ENGLAND, 1233 

dinner ; which, though it only aftbrds a 
fanciful mt*al to his vanity, administers a 
solid comfort to their gormandizing sto- 
machs. 

*' To say the truth, among the vices of 
this country may be reckoned a too great 
love of the table; or, in the common 
phrase, of eating and drinking ; and the 
Demon who presides over this department^ 
boasts of its superior, power. It not only 
pervades the scenes of pleasure, but the* 
most serious business of society. Public 
charities are sustained by feasts, — private 
transactions lose their dtfKcutty of arrange- 
ment amid the pleasures of the table: — 
The administration of justice 'must be ac- 
companied with a regale ; and the poor, of 
almost every parish in the kingdom, would 
be starved, if a good dinner did not crown 
the labours of » those who are appointed to 
superintend such an important service* — • 
In the room adjoining, the kitchen and cel^^ 
lar of this tavern have, by their united 
powers, just settled a complicated dispute 
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in the course of an afternoon, which nine 
years expensive struggles in the courts of 
law and equity had not been able to con- 
clude. Bacchus and Ceres have so much 
influence in this country, that Venus her- 
self is sometimes made subservient to 
them.*' 

" But, by the account you have given of 

the business,'' observed Don Cleofas, " this 

« 

same eating and drinking seems to be pro- 
ductive of much real good." '* The remark is 
rather shrewd," answered Asmodeus ; '^ but 
my observations were not of a tendency 
to prove that eating and drinking did not 
' sometimes produce good ; but that good 
should not be made to depend upon eating 
and drinking, 

" However, I must now,*' continued As- 
modeus, '^ request your p^mission to con* 
duct you to your hotel. A very particular 
commission of which I will relate the result 
to-morrow morning, compels me to absent 
myself from you till that time : — ^We can, 
take another opportunity to peep into the^ 
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various scenes of this part of the city/' 
The bill was immediately ordered, and paid ; 
the amount of which, the Colmt could not 
help observing, was equal to the support of 
a very genteel family at Madrid for a 
week; — and the Demon, with his usual 
celerity, bore away Don Cicofas to his 
apartment at the other end of the town, 

CHAP. viir. 

The Devil upon Two Sticks takes Don 
Cleopas a Morning StrolL'^Certain 
Characters of the Ton. 

Don Cleopas was on the moment of 
rising, when the Devil upon Two Sticks 
entered his chamber. " I was rather 
apprehensive, my dear friend," said the 
Count, " that some or other of your 
professional undertakings would have kepi 
you from me till a much later hour. I 
had really appointed this morning for an 
exercise of patience." *^ The commissions 
of the last evening," answered Asniodeus, 
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" were very speedily executed : out of five,, 
I found four already completed ; and aS' 
to the other, it required so little of my in- 
terference, that though I may feel a natural 
satisfaction at the event, I cannot arrogate 
to myself any merit whatever on the suc- 
cess of it." ^* Though I most sincerely 
rejoice in your liberty," said Don Cleofas, 
" I cannot play the hypocrite so far, as to 
express any satisfaction at your triumphs 
over poor human frailty, and especially 
that part of it which is to be found in th^ 
female heart." " Nor shall I ^be guilty 
of duplicity to you/' answered the Demon, 
" by paying you any compliments upon 
the amiable effusions of your benevolent 
spirit : your conscience was not always, I 
believe, of such a tender nature : but be 
that as it may, the business of last night, 
though I had very little concern in it, may, 
notwithstanding, afford ^you some enter- 
tainment ; and, while you are taking your 
breakfast, I will, without any fear of of- 
fending your delicacy, give you the pic- 
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ture it affords of a Woman of Fashion." 
Don CScofas smiled, — and gave his most 
willing attention to the following rela- 
tion : — 

The Woman of Fashion. 

m 

" Leonora was a wealthy orphan, who 
had been left, at a very early age, to the 
care of a maiden aunt^ in a distant part c^ 

the west of England. Mrs. P — , 

for that was the lady's name, had been, for 
many years, an inhabitant of London^ a 
devoted admirer of quality, and in the 
habits 0f intimacy with several persons, who 
had some little pretensions to it. An ac- 
cident, however, befel her, which, though 
by no means generally known, or even 
suspected, was of such a nature as to render 
it rather prudent for , her to retire, for 
some time, to her country seat ; where she 
practised ostentatious diarity, assunied the 
airs of high Jife, dictated to her provincial 
neighbours, and consoled herself with being 
the first person in her country societies, for 



I 
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being no longer the last among her London 
acquaintance. To this lady, the li^'ely, 
beautifu1> and wealthy Leonora was en- 
trusted; and, under her tuition, was this 
charming girl to be instructed in the 
accomplishments of her fortune and sta- 
tion. 

** The first idea and principal object of 

Mrs.P , was to instil into the mind 

of her niece, the ambition to become a 
woman of fashion. The perfection of such 
a character, as it was conceived in the mind 
of the old lady, was the model on which 
Leonora was to be formed. Her vivacity 
was by no means unsuitable to her years ; 
but her aunt was very attentive to check 
the flow of it, by assuring her that she 
would be too boisterous for a woman of 
fashion. The good lady's arguments in 
favour, or to the disadvantage of any part 
of Leonora's conduct, all ended in describ- 
ing its approach to, or deviation from, 
her favorite character. The accomplish- 
ments of her sex, which the careless levity 
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of youth used sometimes to neglect, were 
not represented to her as necessary to the 
ornament or comfort of her life, but 
urg^d merely as the essential accompani* 
ments of the fashionable character; as no 
one could figure, with propriety, in fashion- 
able circles, or even gain a welcome admis- 
sion into them, who did not possess the 
passport of elegant education. 

** Mrs. P appeared to consider 

religion as a matter of no consequence 
whatever in forming the mind of her young 
relation. The fashionable manner of walk« 
ing up the aisle of a church, and exercis* 
ing the ceremonies of a pew, were all she 
taught her concerning her duty to the 
Creator. Whether Mrs. P : was of opi- 
nion that women of fashion have nothing 
to do with Heaven, I do not pretend to 
determine ; but she certainly never made 
the least mention of such a place to poor 
Leonora ; and left the clergyman, in his 
weekly discourse, to preach about it to 
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her, in common wnth U)e rest of his con* 
gregation. 

*^ Leonora, as may be very naturally 
«U(>poaed, did not at all like the fornjality 
of her aunt, and her lively spirits broke 
out, .sometimes, in opposition to it ; so 
4hat the old lady, from one cause or ano- 
ther, was under continual apprehensions 
that her niece would never become a wo- 
tnan of fashion. Nay, the girl hearing, 
one morning while she was at breakfast, a 
pack of hounds in full cry, sprang from her 
-seat, overturned the table, ran into the 
fiddy and £3llowed the chace, till she had 
scarce a shoe to tier £DOt, or a rag to her 
back. This circumstance was of such a 

nature, as to make Mrs. P despair 

x^ ever reducing the Tom-boy character, 
ad she was pleased to caJi it,- of her giddy 
rekrtioB, to any thing like the sobriety of 
decorum, so essentially requisite to the cba- 
ractbr of a woman of fashion. 

" There >ras, however, one n^ethod 
yet untried, by which the good lady, 
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thoaght that a proper ambition might be 
insinuated into Leonora's mind ; and that 
was to employ her in reading aloud the 
London newspapers ; which, as they con- 
tain an epitome of what passes in the polite 
world, might, with the assistance of certain 
explanatory comments, serve as a very cor- 
rect source of instruction ; and help to fit 
her for the character which it was the fond- 
ert ambition of her aunt to see her attain,— • 

' / should die in peace^ said Mrs. P , 

frequently to her niece, ' if I could once 
see yon a woman of fashion.' 

" In consequence of this plan, Leonora 
began her newspaper studies ; and took so 
kindly to the occupation, that her aunt be- 
gan to form the most flattering hopes of 
her future consequence. Nor were her con- 
jectures erroneous; for within a month af- 
ter this course of instruction had com- 
menced, the following conversation took 
place between them : 

. ** * And pray, my dear madam,' de- 
manded Leonora, ^ what iis this journey 

VOL. I. M 
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to Gretna^ Green^ that I see so fre- 
qijently mentioned in the papers ?'— \ -^. 
rtmaway marriage is a folly^ my dear,* 

answered Mrs. P , * that people of 

fashion are sometimes guilty of * And 
what is this strange account/ said t^e 
young lady, * of a certain Duchess having 
lost ten thousand pounds at Faro, in the 
course of a week?' — * Gaming,* an- 
swered the old lady, * is a practise I do 
not approve ; but women of fashiork can- 
not always avoid it^ — they must sometimes 
comply with the wishes of their friends^* 
• But do explain to me, my dear, dear 
aunt!' exclaimed Leonora, * this unin- 
telligible story of a lady, not a hun- 
dred miles from Berkeley Square, who 
is said to have given some vtry. sprouting 
ornaments to her husband's temples.' — 
' Ah! my dear niece,' replied, the good 
lady, * women of fashion will . have their 
caprices.* — In short, the newspapers af- 
forded all the instruction, to the niece that 
the aunt cpuld wish ; ^nd so apt a scholar . 
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did the young lady prove, — that Mrs, 

P determined, at once, to give her 

an immediate season at Bath, as a prepara- 
tion for the more enlarged sphere of Lon-^ 
don. 

*^ Leonora was lively, handsome, and 
heiress to a fortune of three thousand a year. 
It will, therefore, be readily believed, that 
she was universally admired: — in short, 
Leonora danced, fell violently in love, and 
ran away to Scotland, with a younger bro- 
ther of good family and small fortune.-— As 
soon as she was married, she wrote to her 
aunt, informing her, that she had taken 
a journey to Gretna Green^ and that she 
did not doubt of being forgiven, as it was 
a folly that people offoshion weie sometimes 

guilty of. Mrs. P was not 

altogether pleased, but finding that her 
niece had married a gentleman of good 
fappily, and was of course likely. to become 
a wonwu of fashion, she made her a pre- 
sent of some family jewels, and retired to. 

her own country residence. 

M 2 
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'* Leonora now entered into all the gaiety 
of fashionable life; — her whole time was 
engrossed by the occupations of dress 
and the vanity of pleasure; — by public 
amusements and private parties. — It so 
happened, indeed, that at one of the lat- 
ter, she engaged at a fashionable game of 
chance, and lost a very considerable sum 
of money : of this circumstance, some good- 
humoured friend informed her«unt in the 
country ; and to the letter of remonstrance 
which the good lady wrote upon the occa- 
sion, Zeonora replied,very coolly,that though 
gaming was by no means what she approv- 
ed, yet women of fashion cannot always 
(svoid it ; they must sometimes comply with 

the disposition of their friends. For six 

months after their marriage, Leonora and 
her husband were passionately fond of each 
other, — and then became as fashionably 
indifferent as people of fashion need to. 
be. — She was by far too handsome not to 
have suitors in plenty, and too incautious 
not to be seduced," continued the Demon, 
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^' with very little assistance from me ; and 
Mrs, P— — , will soon read in her 
darling newspapers, that her niece is sus^ 
peeled of having enriched the temples of her 
kusband.'^The old lady willi on this intel- 
ligence, hasten up to town ; — and in answer 
to her reproof on the occasion, her niece 
is prepared to reply, that women of fashion 
will have their caprices. In short, Mrs. 
P may now die in peaces for Leo- 

nora is a complete woman of fashion f 

^^And so much,*' said Don Cleofas, 
smiling, '^ for the care of a maiden aunt 
in the country/' <^ In this instance,^ said 
the Demon, *^ I must acknowledge, it has 
not been successful ; but it is by no means 
the worst mode of female education em- 
ployed in this country, when the aunt has 
common understanding. Poor Leonora 
was truly unfortunate in the guardian of 
her youth; for her vivacity was that of 
innocence, and wanted nothing but the 
attentions of a rational instructor, to be« 
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come the guardian, instead of being the 
betrayer of her virtue. 

But it is now time/' continued the 
Demon, " to hasten your toilette, that I 
may proceed in the course of my morning 
instructions : a stroll in some of the most 
frequented parts of this end of the town, 
will furnish me with every opportunity I 
can desire/' 

As they entered Pall Mall,—" That tall, 
thin Tman," said Asmodeus, " who appears 
to be in such a violent hurry, is a baronet, 
who holds himself forth as a character of 
universal benevolbnce. • He is a great pro- 
moter of charitable subscrijDtions, and lovefe 
to see his name in the public iists of thosfe 
who contribute to them. As a proof of 
his philanthropy, he devotes a part of 
every morning to an attendance on thfe 
principal public office of the police, to 
gratify the finer feelings of his heart, in 
hearing the examination of the various of- 
fenders who are brought before it. A very 
notorious villain is, this day, to appear 
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there, on the charge of a murder, which 
was attended with circumstances of uncom- 
mon cruelty; and the amiable knight is 
now hurrying thither an hour before the 
time of business, in order to secure himself 
a commodious situation. 

" But tell me, I pray you," said Don 
Cleofas, '* what superb hotel is this before 
us ?'' *^ It is,'* answered the Demon, " the 
residence of the Prince of Wales^, the 
Heir Apparent to the British empire ; in 
which an enormous expense has been em- 
ployed, with very little taste, and less know- 
ledge.''—** Is it not possible," demanded 
the Count, " to gratify my curiosity with 
a sight of that illustrious personage?'* — 
" Most assuredly,** answered Asmodeus. — 
" Indeed, I have no doubt but you will 
have the pleasure of seeing him in the 
course of our morning's walk. His Royal 
Highness loves to appear without form or 
parade, and mixes in society, and pursues 
his amusements with the ease and freedom 
of a private gentleman. Your Spanish 
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pride will be astonished at the familiarity 
with which he mingles in the scenes of 
ordinary life/ 

" I suppose," said Don Cleofas, " that 
the gentleman who has just issued on 
horseback from the court of the palace^ with 
a groom following him, is one of the royal 
household. If I may guess from the vio- 
lent rate at which he gallops along the 
street, he is dispatched on business of the 
first importance. His zeal in his mastec^s 
service is certainly very great, as he seems 
to run no small risk' of his life in the ex* 
ecution of it/* — ^^ Prepare yourself, theii^ 
to be a little surprised, my good friend^*' 
replied Asmodcus, smiling, '^ for that verjr 
person is the Prince himself." — " If that 
can be possible/* said the Count, with A 
look and shrug of the utmost surprise, " all 
I have to observe on the subject is, that if 
my head stood the least chance of wearing 
a crown, I would not be quite so careless 
of the neck that supports it/' " There 
are many very sensible people/* observed 
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the Demon, ^* who are precisely of your 
opinion: but we shall see more of this 
illustrious personage hereafter :" — " And, 
I trust,*' said the Count, ^' in a situation 
more to his advantage/' — " That I cannot 
absolutely promise/* answered Asmodeus : 
— " But, at present, I must intreat you to 
transfer your attention to the stalking 
figure that approaches us, with a star glit- 
tering on his breast, and a crimson ribband 
hanging across his waistcoat, which makes 
so easy a resting place for his left-hand. 
Regard, I beseech you, the nice adjustment 
of the colours of his dress, to display, with 
the most striking effect,, his insignia of 
knighthoods 

** He is, I assure you, one of those plea- 
sant men, who are perfectly satisfied with 
themselves^ and whose whole happiness 
consists ^ in the uniform sincerity of self- 
applause. He daily sallies forth, not with 
the idle spirit of ancient knighthood, in 
search of adventures; but to ofier himself 

and his distinguishing decorations to the 

If 3' 
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public gaze. After a patrole through some 
of the more frequented and fashionable 
sti^cts, he returns home, and consoles him- 
self through the remainder of a dull day, 
with an occasional application to the look- 
ir^ glass, and the pleasure which results 
from reflecting on thie morning exhibition 
of his personal splendour. The generality 
ef people connect the pleasure of seeing, 
with that of being seen ; but such is his 
calm philosophy, that his wishes do not ex- 
tend beyond the latter satisfaction. 

** The tall, welHooking man that follows 
him, is a knight of another cast, who is 
also very fond of walking the streets^ but 
for a less innocent and less honourable pur- 
pose. He is a baronet of considerable for- 
tune, who lets his country seat, and- lives 
entirely in town, for no better reason, than 
to carry on his intrigues with milliners* 
apprentices, servant-maids, and the lower 
class of females. He prowls about ttie 
town in search of such objects as suit his 
depraved fancy, and then returns home to 
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meet a little infamous German Baron, 
whom he keeps in constant pay, with a 
subordinate female agent, to hunt down 
the game that he has discovered. From 
this account of the gentleman, you will 
not be surprised that he is always seen 
alone. His occupations, you may observe, 
would riiake companions inconvenient; 
but this is not all, — fashionable amuse- 
ments delight him not, and even elegant 
vice disdains him : so that his whole society- 
consists of the panders of his passions, and 
the unbappy wretches who are the victims 
of them. Nay, so systematic is his de- 
bauchery, that he actually maintains an old, 
necessitous, broken-down gamester and his 
wife in a comfortable establishment, for no 
other purpose, than to hire pretty female 
servants, and give him the opportunity of 
seducing them. By your sarcastic smile/' 
continued Asmodeus, '' I perceive that you 
consider him "as a favourite engine of my 
ministry ; but your sagacity is deceived : — 



aSa DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

his are petty, grovelling mischiefs^ that dis- 
grace the cause I was formed to support/' 

" Tell me, then," said Don Cleofas, 
^^ who is that singular figure whom I saw 
in the elegant vis-a-vis that has just passed 
us/' — " You will not suppose, I fancy/' re* 
plied the Demon, ^^ that he, at least, has 
any share in my concerns, when I tell you 
that he is a Castrato. This neutral kind 
of animal is a singer at the Italian opera; 
who, for a winter's exhibition of his vpcal^ 
powers, is paid the sum of fifteen hundred 
pounds^ with the allowance of a brilliant 
equipage, a good house, a handsome ta«> 
ble, and a public benefit ; besides the mx^ 
merous presents of the nobility and persons 
of fashion, at whose private concerts he 

condescends to assist;" *^ This, indeed, 

is a glorious country," exclaimed Don Cleo* 
fas, " in which every, species of merit, is 
sure of a reward I'* 

** You will be. confirmed in your opi- 
nion,'* observed the Demon, " when I in- 
form you concerning the person, who has^ 
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just descended from his carriage^ at the 
door of the great hotel before us. He is a^ 
quack of the hrst class, — and pretends, bjr 
the power of sympathy, or what be calls 
animal magnetism, toci^re all the disorders 
of the human frame,, without any applica^* 
tion whatever to the powers of medicine. 
He attends there on a lady, of the first 
fashion, for a disorder in her. eyes, acquired 
by the midnight vigils of the gaming- tables 
and whose impatience at being kept sa 
long from her darling employment by* the 
regular care of regular men, has- sent foi^ 
this wretched empyric, who promises, in at 
very short time, to charm away her com* 
plaint. Most luckily for him, he is called 
upon at a period when. the disorder. is yield** 
ing to the treatment which had b^en alrea- 
dy pursued ; — and* he will actually obtainv 
the credit of the cure, by his impertinent 
mummery, which had, in fact, been already 
performed by the practical skill of those 
who preceded him. 

*< The good sense of the nation natao 
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rally treats with contempt and disdain such 
examples of empirical effrontery ; but stifl 
these crafty people find a resource in the 
weak, who are easily deceived,— in the lo- 
vers of novelty, who are eager to try any 
thing they never heard of before, — in the 
curious, who are ever willing to pay their 
^ money to satisfy their curiosity, — in the 
hypochondriac, Who exists by ringing 
changes upon remedies, — and in the de- 
spairing, who, having been given up as in« 
curable by regular practice, cati hardly be 
blamed for applying to the vaunting pro- 
mises of quackery. Hence it is, that in 
this opulent country, the weak and the 
thoughtless, furnish a" support for igno- 
rance, impudence, and knavery. 

" But in order to change the class of our 
subjects, which have not hitherto been of 
the first order, — and to awaken in your 
mind those feelings which are the most, 
congenial to your nature, let me request 
your attention,'* continued Asmodeus, ". to 
the person who is coming slowly down the 
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street on horseback, followed by a groom 
in a blue livery. 

" He is a gentleman who was born to ^ 
greslt fortntie, and succeeded to his inheri- 
tance at an early period of life. His ta- 
lents were, by no means, of the first class, 
but they received every aid and advantage 
which education could bestow. 

/* On his return from the tour of Europe, 
he appeared on the theatre of fashionable 
life with eclat and respect. His manners 
were amiable, his accomplishments eleggnt, 
and his fortune considerable. He had no 
vices to indulge, and no violent passions to 
gratify. He never sat down to a card* 
table, but at private assemblies, — and his 
attachment to the fairer sex never betrayed 
itself in a manner that ought to disgrace 
him. — He was humane, and he was gene- 
roo§, — but was never extravagant. — He 
did not wish to hoard up, and he was de- 
termined not to run out. — He perfectly 
understood the accommodation of means 
to ends; and* he was,, therefore, never 
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heated by the fever of luxurious enjoyment; 
or chilled by the cold fits of satiety^ incon- 
venience; OF distress. 

^* Such a man, you will say, was formed 
to be happy ; but it is not in my power to 
describe him as possessing the happiness 
he so well deserves r^ — for, with all his good 
sense, and in spite of all his precaution, he 
became enamoured of a lady whom it was 
impossible for him to possess.^— She was in « 
the highest rank of nobility; and though,- 
by no means beyond the reach of his for* 
tune and situation^ would never have yielded 
herself to him, but. from the influence of 
that mutual regard which did not oxist.-< — 
Indeed the lady was not only engaged, at 
that period, to a young nobleman of her 
own choice, which was in itself an invin<^ 
cible obstacle to this gentleman's preten*^ 
sions ; but, from a vanity, that deserves^ 
the harshest name, she thought proper^ 
whenever the opportunity oflered, to amuse 
herself with deriding that affection which ^ 
her charms h^d produced in the breast of ^ 
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sn amiable inan ; who, if he- eould not 
^tain her love^ at least deserved her pity* 

^ For some time he struggled against 
the passion thetpossessedhimi but struggled 
in vain. The barbed arrow remained in 
his heart, and the mortification which he- 
received firom the silly, cruel conduct of 
tlie beloved object, added venom to the 
point. He, therefore, very wisely deter* 
mined tp remove himself from the imme* 
diate scene of bis disappointment^— and 
accordingly retired to the continent. 

** In a change of place,, — in a variety of 
amusements, — and even in the follies of 
dissipation, — he sought for that peace which 
be could not find. The sorrows of his 
mind were too deeply rooted to admit of 
any immediate palliation.. They possessed 
an obstinacy that seemed to threaten a 
length, of existence equal to. his own. The 
world, witli all its gay delights, afforded^ 
him but temporary remedies ; and he de-- 
termined to change it for a life of solitude^ 
He retreated, tlierefore, to a small town. 
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delightfully situated in Savoy , where he 
applied himself to severe aud unremittiBg 
study. 

" In the progress of his literary pursuits, 
he began to find that ease to his heart which 
encouraged him to continue them. After 
three years residence in this place, he made 
a classical visit to Italy ^ and then returned 
to England ; — but he no sooner approached 
his native shore, than he discovered, what 
he himself suspected, that the wound which 
love had made in his peace, was not per- 
fectly healed; and his former unfortunate 
prepossession, though greatly diminished 
in its violence, still lives in his heart. — He 
has, therefore, devoted himself to a single 
life, with all the qualities which would^ en- 
sure happiness to the connubial state. 

" The circumstances of his earlier years, 
which were not generally known at the 
time, iare now not known at all ; and he 
is considered as an elegant, amiable, and 
well-read man, whom every one loves ;— * 
but unhappily afflicted with those hypo- 
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chondriacal affections which every body 
pities.*' 

" And the object of this worthy gen- 
tleman's affection/* said Don Cleofas, 
*' may I be permitted to ask, what is 
become of her?'' — *' She is alive and well,*' 
answered Asmodeus, " and obliged to be 
satisfied. Her lord is extremely dissipated, 
but at the same time contrives not to injure 
his fortune ; and is continually running 
after other women, but has not, hitherto, 
shewn any disposition to beat her; and this 
is all the comfort she derives from him. — 
She has a son, huleed, a very aminble young 
man, who has been lately married to his 
charming cousin ; and she now louks for- 
ward, with anxious expectation, to the 
happy time, when the young people will 
make a grandmother of her. 

" My attention, however, is now called,-' 
said Don Cleofas, '* to an object that does 
not look forward to enjoy the pleasures of 
Such a character for many years to come, 
if she should ever wish to enjoy it at all: 
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Maternal^ or grand^ maternal pleasures wtll 
not, I fear, compose any part of the hap- 
piness of her life : The lady who is coming 
this way, accompanied by a young man in 
a military habit, appears to be a coquette 
of the first order. How lively and ani- 
mated are her looks ! and with what a 
volubility of speech does she addireiss the 
Gompanion of her walk, as she passea^ 
along! With such a charming figure she 
must be daily making conquests ; and, from 
what I have seen of her manners, I pre* 
sume that she is equally well qualified to 
disdain them : — Like the last lady you 
were mentioning, she can, I fancy, take; 
IK)me little pains to create a passion, and* 
then laugh at the fool for suffering it to> 
torment himv" 

" With re?pect to vivacity,'* answered 
Asmodeus, " that must be visible to every 
one who sees her; — but her real character 
is only known to those who know hei^ well >;: 
and from them she receives the tribute of 
regard and admiration, which she so justly 
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i^eserves. — ^With all that uncommon flow 
of spirits which she possesses, — she neither 
wants prudence nor sensibility ; and there 
is not^ in this kingdom^ perhaps^ a woman 
of her age, or indeed of any age, who gives 
more proper examples of both. — ^She has 
good counsels for the inexperienced, and a 
friendly tear for the unfortunate; and 
while she is adorned with the softer virtues 
of her sex, that vivacity of disposition, 
which led you to form such an unfavour- 
able opinion of her, enables her to support 
the troubles of a very embarrassing situa- 
tion. — She is a / widow ; her husband, 
whom she dearly loved, and sincerely 
laments, died about two years ago, and, 
since that time, she has been engaged in a 
most troublesome, vexatious, and oppressive 
law-suit, with his younger brother, who 
was heir to his fortune, and refuses Xo ful- 
fil certain bequests of a will made in her 
favour. In this contest, her resolution has 
been such, as to baffle her opponents, and 
she will soon obtain a triumph over them. 
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" So far from being a coquette, accord- 
ing to your suspicions, she has not a single 
trait of tliat character in her composition. 
Very great o&rs have been noade her, and 
she might be married to-morrow, to splen- 
dour and titles ; but, without making any 
foolish resolution against repeating the 
marriage vow, she has determined to re- 
main in her present situation, till she is, 
one way or other, eritirely freed from, the 
very unplea^^nt; circumstances in which 
she is at present involved; An history of 
them would occasion my engaging you in 
a scene of injustice that is very foreign to 
our present pursuits ; I shall., therefore, 
content myself with informing you of an 
instance of her vivacity and spirit, during 
the winter, which, I am certain, will af- 
ford you no comrtion.satisiaction, 

*^ You must know, then, that this lady 
had been assured, again and again, by those 
whom she well knew would never deceive 
her, that a certain vain young man, who 
had i\v^ honour of her" acquaintance. 
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was continually throwing out hints among 
his friends, that she granted favours to 
him, which the first man on earth would 
not be able to obtain. It was not in her 
character, to condescend so far as to 
remonstrate personally with him on his 
impertinence, or to lament to her friends 
the cruelty of such an insinuation, and to 
beg some of them to revenge the insult. 
In this business, as in every other, she 
acted from herself; and accordingly took 
the opportunity, during a very inclement 
part of the winter, to send him a foripal 
invitation to dinner, at her house, which 
is about three miles from town. The fop, 
elated beyond measure by this attention, 
communicated the circumstance, in all the 
eagerness of vanity, to his friends, exhi- 
bited the card, with all those cunning 
looks, and half remarks, which were to 
denote what he wished to have supposed of 
the nature of his connection with the lovely 
woman : and, having arrayed himself in all 
the elegance of a fashionable Adonis, was, 
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on the day appointed^ received by her with 
that easy politeness, and frank good-hu- 
' moCir, which distinguish her manners.—* 
After a quarter of an hour had passed in 
the chit-chat of tl^e day, and on the cruel 
continuance of bad weather, she told him 
that he would liave but a whimsical dinner; 
* for,' «aid she, in a sarcastic tone, ^ I shall 
take the liberty of giving you your desert 
first:' and, immediately ringing the bell, she 
ordered, in a very peremptory manner, the 
two servants, who appeared on the occasion^ 
to take the gentleman, and turn him, as 
unceremoniously as they thought proper, 
out of her doors ; informing him, at the 
same time, that it was on account of the 
liberties be had taken with her character, 
that she now ordered the present liberty to 
be taken with his person. Whiether it was 
from cowardice or astonishment, or an 
union of them both, I do not pretend to 
determine, but he submitted to the disci- 
pline without the least resistance ; and this 
butterfly of a drawing-room found him- 



self on an open road, and in a violent fall 
of snow, from which he had no means of 
sheltering his fine^clad form, but by ap? 
plying' to the protection of a broad- wheel 
waggon, whose, slow progress gave him a , 
mosl; fortunate opportunity to reflect on hi^ 
folly, and the proper manner in which hq 
was chastised for, it. The lady had pre-r 
yiously invited a considerable party of her 
friends to pass the evening with her/ th^ 
tnirth of which was infinitely heightene4 
by the lively manner in which she deseribe4 
the assignation and desert of the day." - 
* So delighted was Don Cleofas with thi^^ 
.most pleasant history, and so eager toex- 
pf\3ss his satisfaction on the occasion, tba^ 
. ^ be was .in great apparent danger from a 
"^ <»post- chaise and four, that, was pas^ng if| 
great speed along Piccadilly, at the mo- 
ment when he was ci:ossinif it. 
0^_ "I must: beg leave to i^j^errupt your 
reflections, ,my dear friend,** said Asmo- 
deus, ** by asking you, if you took any no; 
^ t'^^^f the.gfentleman in that carriage; whicl^ 
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Such an impertinent, and even cruel expov 
sure of him, the brave officer has not the 
spirit to resent;— but will endeavour to 
blunt the edge of his persecution, by join* 
ing in the jaugh against himself." 

" I cannot help observing," said the 
Count, " though, I assure you, without the 
least intention to flatter, that you display a 
^ost happy judgment in contrasting the 
characters which you are so kind, as to 
illustrate for mytimusement and instruc 
tion." *^ In order, therefore, to preserve the 
opinion your Lordship is pleased to enter- 
tain of me,*' answered Asmodeus, ** I must 
desire you to regard, with a very particular 
attention, the gentlemau now crossing the 
street towards us, wh^ wears such an easy 
vmile on his countenance, and mutters his 
houghts to himself, as he walks along. — 
He is a person of great worth, and a diipej 
luit of a very dif&rent kind from the ^ 
last, for he confesses himself to be so. In^ 
deed, his dupery dieserv^ a better iiame, as 
it consists in an accommodation to cirTfum^ 
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'stances which he knows not how to remedy. 
He himself^ and I think without any per- 
version of the terni, denominates it pru- 
dence; — and in speaking of him, I shall 
give you the portrait of what I call ^^prur 
dent husbands 

" He is a man of rar.e qualifications and 
great fortune. — His natural^ abilities re- 
ceived every advantage that the most po.- 
lishcd education could bestow on them; arid 
he possesses all the experience that exteit- 
'Sive travels^ and the habits of public li^ 
can afford him. — ^With the most finished 
accomplishments^ he is blessed with a dij^- 
position to make s^them acceptable to every 
kind of people, — and all who know hin^, 
love him. — Among men of literature, ha 
is the elegant scholar and chaste critic ; in 
polite societies, he is the easy, well-bred 
.man of fashion ; and, in the more convi- 
vial parties, he is the jovial compaixion.-g? 
When he is in the country, he will follow 
.the pleasures of the chase with ardour, and 
join in the mirth of the evening that sue- 
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ceeds it. — In short, he has the power of 
associating himself to every kind of allow- - 
able character, and the ready inclination to 
do it : — but he is married. — Very soon 
after' his return from his foreign tour, he 
demanded in marriage the daughter of h» 
father's most intii^ate friend : his proposals 
were acceptgd with unfeigned satisfaction^ 
and he was soon united % the object of , 
his wishes. Matilda was a beautiful girl, 
^ligbly accomplished, and supposed to pos- 
sess a very good understanding, when sha 

w?as married . to a man who vfes formed to 

• 

make a sensible woman the happiest of kev 
«e».— But from a foolish, w|yward vanity, 
which was encouraged by his lavish- indul- 
^gence, she sunk„in a very short time, into 
all the jBupereilious habits of a fine lady,— ^ 

and became a perfect mass of fickleness, 
nonsense, and affectation. She even fencies 
Ijerself above the general nature of her sex; '\-u . 
—that she is superior to all those attJSi- 
tions and employments which afford fs^ * - 
much real delight* to the 'nuptial state, ancL 



iiesigns-the whole business of domestic con- 
cerns, and all the cares of parental duty to 
her husband. — ^To dress, to attend public 
amusements, and to invent a fashion, are 
the active parts of her character : — to lan- 
guish in her dressing- room, to be, incapable 
gf the least exerqise, and. alarmed at 
those "exertions which are necessary to the 
common oiiiceSaf life,, compose tbe negar 
tive part of it — Without being guilty of 
any actual vice, she never practises, any 
actual virtue ; and though she doeanot ab- 
solutely wifth to give offence, — is very 
iar from discovering any desice to commut*^ 
nicate pleasure. 

" He is unhappy; — for how can any 
man of sensibility be otherwise, when be 
finds his expectations of matrimonial com- 
.fort so completely disappointed T— His fond 
attentions, possessing all the uniformity of 
affection, ar? not always received, and very 
seldom returned with that kindness which 
they deserve ; — and thus,, the manner of life 
iiiXi^st suited to hh character and wishes, is 
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conthinally interrupted by the 'capricious 
fancies of this unreflecting beauty. She \yill 
determine, on a sudden, to go into the^coun- 
try ; . and as she is never contradicted, the 
immediate arrangements take place for 
complying with her desire. — In a fortnight, 
perhaps, her spirits demand a change of 
air, and some distant bathing place is 
thought necessary to relief their languor. 
Her jewels are new set every winter. — the 
plate' is frequently melted down to take a 
new form, and her coach is known* to have 
been painted twice in six months.— Thus 
Ws amusenaents are obstructed, his agr6e- 
."^ able societies are troubled, ♦and the fruits 
of his studious enquiries blasted, Ij^f the ele- 
gant folly and uncorrected vani||f^W 4l 
fantastic woman. v 

** A select party of real friends, for he 
has many of them, finding that the dis- 
tant -jeer or pleasant sarcasm^^however va- 
ried and repeated, do not awaken him froni 
thatsupine state of submission, which sepa- 
rates him from them, and keeps him a ^lave,^ 
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?*where slavery is most unmanly and dis- 
graceful^ waited upon him so lately as yes* 
terday morning, to remonstrate on the 
folly of bis conduct, and to urge him, in 
the stt6ngest manner, to save himself, and 
the object of his affection, by spirited and 
timely exertions, from becoming the joke 
or the pry of all who know them. — He 
received them- with his usual kindness^ 

• pleaded guilty, without the least reserve or 
hesitation, to all their accifsations, and con* 

<eluded hi^ grateful Answer to them in the 
following manner : — ^ I acknowledge the 
good sense of your reasonings, and the 
propriety of youi: .jjounsels, and I feel my 
misfortune in not b^ing in a situation to 
realise them by a practical obedience. — 
I know, as well as you, that I have been 
wrong from JljiP beginning: an unlimited 
-indulgence to my wife, has been attended 

• with very unpleasant effects ^ l;>ut wliat 
can be done? — An alteration in my con- 

iduct, would now be followed by the most 

unhappy consequences. There are, my 

n3 
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friends, pertain circumstances, atid I feel 
mysetf at this moment to be surround- 
ed by them, when it is an act of pru- 
dence to let a woman play the fool, for fear 
she should play the devilJ \ 

'* You may, my good friend/* said 
Don Cleofas, " call this f^rudence, if you 
please, and it may be considered as such, by 
thi& very wise nation ; but the unenlight- 
ened Spanish husbands would vote, with- 
out a dissenting voice, that the Inquisition 
would be the fittest place for anj one who 
should endeavour to promulgate such he- 
retical doctrines. — For my p^rt,- I am clear- 
ly of opinion, that a wpraan who is permit- 
ted to play the foo^ is in an actual state 
of preparation for the future game, and 
will never be satisfied till she has played 
the devil/' jJKa 

" You are m high hick, observed A«- 
Riodeus, *' for here is one who would be 
Tery ready to support your argument — 
Be so good as to observe the lady who is 
passing in a phaeton, drawn by fou^. gray 
ponies, which she drives with all the dex- 
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terity of ti stage- coach man. — She is a wo- 
man of family, and was married to a maa 
of fortune, from whom she has been some- 
time separated. — She played the clevil \Yith 
her husband, — she now plays the devil 
>vifeh the man who keeps her, — and she 
will, one of these days, play the devil with 
.herself.'* ^* I presume,"' said the Count, 
** that she played the foci first/' ",By no 
means,** answered the Demon ; '^ that part 
of the piece wa^ performed by the gentle- 
man who married her : and now, I trust, 
that, we ara pretty well agreed upon the 
subject. • 

" The person whom you see in that hand- 
«Qme carriage, is ^ vain, silly man, of con- 
siderable property, who is promised the 
rank of a baronet ; and he- is hastening to 
^ a bookseller, who is about to publish the 
BHtural history of the co^gky in which he 
lives. His important errand is to solicit, 
or, if necessary, to bribe a delay in bring- 
ing forward the work, till his patent is 
made put^ that his name may appear in the 
<" 
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list of subscribers, with the addition of hik 
expected title. 

" Let your eye follow, for a moment, 
that elegant young man, who ran so hastily 
by us 'r and were you to live to the most 
extended period of human existence, voti 
•would never be abl6 to guess froni^ whence 
he is come, and whither he is gpirig. You: - 
must know then, that he is just come from 
. being married, and is gone toa fencing match. 
•But it is the age of ease in this country ; and 
the most iin-portant concerns of life are too 
often treated with iess eererncmy than was 
formerly thought requisite in the most 
•common transactions. — But the history.. of ; 

this wedding day is i;Ot yet concluded. — 
For the bridegroom is maliciously engaged 
to supper with a Harradan woman of fash- ^ 
• ion, with whom he has been a favourite, ^ - 
' by way of a fijpewell to his former haunts; 
when she will contrive so to enliven the ■ 

evening as to send him home to his bride 
•in a state of intoxication* at two o'clock in 
' the morning. She will ihtn employ the 



•whole of to-morrow in spreading -thfe 
'Story throughout the town, as the best 
joke in the world/' — " Biit the new mar- 
ried lady," said Don Cleofas, " what wiJI 
'Shc say to such a jok^ played off at such 
a serious moment ?" — " For that matter/' 
" replied Asmodeus, " she has already seen 
•enough of life, and knows enough of her 
husband, to meet the circumstance without 
any particular surprise or mortification. — 

• She was tired of living with her mother, 

• and the gentleman she has married was 
universally admired by the women ; so that 

' her vanity is completely gratified by the 
pride of conquest : at the same time she 
finds herself in the additional possession of 
a large settlent^ent, a fine house in town^ 
^nd a beautrful seat in the country. — Thus 
she is perfectly disposed to pass off the 
•joke with all possible good-humour, to- 
- repeat the story herself, in a style of the 
most fascinating vivacity, and to join . 
heartily in. the laugh which it produces, 
"That athletic figure of a man/* coo- 
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tinned the Demon, " who is riding slowly 
by us, with a shabby foolman behind him, 
is oneof those favourites of fortune, of which 
there are oc ciisional examples. He wasorigv- 
nally an itinerant hay-maker from Ireland, 
and afterwards advanced himself, by hismus- 
cular strength, to be a hackney-chairman,- 
in London :— when, being sometimes em- 
ployed by a libidinous, old, weak by widow, 
she took such a fancy to his brawny form, 
that, from being her occasional servant, he 
became her constant miaster : — she did not 
long survive her marriage, and left him a 
nian of fortune. He now talks of his 
property, — makea minute enquiries into 
the rise and fall of the stocks, — examines 
the newspapers, to see what estates are to 
be sold, — and sometimes ventures into a 
petty gaming-house, where he hopes to 
pass for a gentleman, by risking a littte 
money. From one of these pkces, how- 
ever, he was last week discarded, with veiy 
great indignity, for attempting to pay a 
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trifling debt of honour with a counterfeit 
guinea. 

" But while some men, my friend, 
said Asmodeus; ** are indebted for fortune 
to chance or knavery, others experience a 
diminution of it from their very virtues : — 
Of the latter, that gentleman whom you 
see so very attentive to the loading of a 
waggonff is a verjr peculiar example.—^ 
That machine is preparing to bear nway 
-vj^t he has reserved of the contents of a 
fine house he lately occupied in town, in 
order to decorate a cottage in the country* 
His history will amuse you, — and half a 
turn round the square wh^^h we are now 
entering, will be sufficijent for the relation. 
It is as follows: — 

" He is a man of good family, and in- 
iierited a very handsome fortune on the 
death of his father^ when he was about 
fifteen years of age.- He was a most 
pleasing, but very singular boy; and, in 
the early part of his life, manifested all the 
traits of his present character. He was 
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very attentive to his studies, and not inao 
tive in his amusements, but possessed ao 
iincommon tendency to that sober melan- 
choly, which the duplicity of mankind^ 
and the misfortunes ' of human nature, 
sometimes instil into the mind of 'ad- 
vanced life, but is seldoip seen to blend 
with the careless joy of early years. It 
was impossible «ot«to4ove ^ boy *q plead- 
ing in his manners and \o regular in his 
duties, — and his father doted on him.— ?- 
'* There is but one "feult/ he would oftea 
say, ^ in this cjaild of mine,-^ which is, that 
he has no fault at all.' 

** He had be^n educated at home, under 
the care of his father, with the assistance 
of a neighbouring clergyman; and his 
improvements were beyond his years: — 
But, without being guilty of any absolute 
impropriety, he gave* to his actions a cer- 
tain singularity, which separated him from 
;$11 descriptions 6f his age. He never 
neglected his studies for a moment, but 
he did not pursue them in a common mai> 
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Tier; for he would sometimes bear his 
books and his papers to the distance of 
two or three miles, in order that he might 
prosecute his learning by the side of a 
^murmuring stream, or beneath ihe shade 
t>f a favourite thicket. 

" The father, who knew the world, was 
much concerned to see his son growing up 
into a kind of character, which, howevet 
"virtuous, learnedfbr admired, would be but 
ill calculated to sustain itself against the 
«rt8 and villainy of mankind. He there- 
fore determined to send bim to a public 
school, where it might be naturally ex- 
pected, that he would soon be detached 
from that particular bias of mind, which 
threatened such alarming inconvenience to 
his future life. But this measure, however 
prudently conceivedi had not the desired 
effect: — his conciliating di»[308itioni and 
amiable deportment, inude such an' impres- 
sion on the minds of his school- fellows, 
4hat his peculiarities were cilher unobserved 
by themjt or consic^rcd as agreeable - qua- 
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lities; so the^t he found little or no 
interruption to the indulgence of his fbr* 
laer habits. 

*' At this period he lost liiis father ; and 
hi3 guardians thinking, that they should 
best perform their duty by continuing his 
education aa it was begun> left bimy in 
every particular, to himself/ He therefore 
went, in due progression,, from school to 
jcollege; and> quitting -Itie university, he 
entered on the career of foreign travel 
He envployed four years in this branch of 
his improvements; and returned to Engh* 
land the same pleasing, pensive character 
he had ever been* 

" Wilh a disposition so amiable, a mind 
so pure, and a heart so tender, it cannot 
he supposed that he would long remain 
uninfluenced by the power of love. He 
ennobled the pa^'sion bj' submitting to it;— 
and it was ah union of all the best qualitiea 
of either sex, when the charming, the ac- 
complished, . the gentle Lucinfta, received 
bis heart, and returned her own. 
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'^ They were married, and became the 
happiest pair of human kind. They formed 
an example of connubial felicity, which did 
honour to human nature, and was not inter- 
rupted by any but those tender anxie- 
ties, which, by proving their unbounded 
affection for each other, heightened 
the glow of their mutual happiness. 
But such a transient guest as man, mu^ 
not expect an £d9h in a world like this i— 
and Mr. — — found it was no longer a 
paradise, when Lucinda left him, as it were^ 
alone in it. On their fourth wedding day» 
that lovely, excellent, and ever to be 
kmented woman died, in bringing a child 
into the world, which accompanied its 
mother to the tomb. 

•* That he was most deeply afflicted at 
such a loss, it would be idle to repeat ; but 
he bore his affliction like a man, whose 
hopes rested on something rpore duratl© 
than the pleasures of perishable existence. 
He mourned with the most heart-felt grief, 
-and will mourn, while he lives,^ the loss of 
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his Lucinda :— The idea of repeating ihe 
matrimonial engagement never glanced 
across his mind ; and he loved the memory 
of his departed wife too well, to feel any 
emotion at the brightest blaze of living: 
beauty. 

" But his heart, which was formed for 
^tenderness, could not exist but xmder the 
influence of sonie generous passion ; and 
while mourning lov^ possessed his thoughts^ 
its best energies were devoted to the service 
of generous, friendship* In this noble career 
he proceeded, ridiculed by some, duped by 
others, and flattered by all ; till, after seve- 
ral years continuance of good offices,* he 
found himself with a diminished fortune: 
and^ what surprized him, and certainly did 
not affect him less, with numerous enemies, 
and not a^single friend created by his kincU 
ness. A particular circumstance of ingrati- 
tude, which would, at present, employ, ta 
much tiine to relate, at length opened his 
eyes to the ruin thiit threatened him. Pie 
has, th'erefpre, gathered the remains of 
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vrhat he formerly possessed^ and is on the 
point of retiring to a farm in a distant part 
of the kingdom. There he will live in the 
occupations of rural elegance^ in the exer- 
cise of a circumscribed benevolence, and 
the practice of exemplary virtue. He will 
walk beneath the shade of trees planted by 
liis own hands, — he will listen to the mur- 
mur of rills, which his pensive taste has 
courted from their fountains ; and, as he 
leans on the urn inscribed with Lucinda's 
name^ he will forget the iq^i;atitude of this 
world, and nourish those feelings which 
will prepare him for the enjoyment of a 
better.'^ 
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